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TOILARD CHRONOLOGY, 2ND BATT aLION, STH MARLH&S, HARCH 1968

I. ORGAWIZATIONAL DATA,

Ae. Location: 1-10 March 1968, HUE, RVN
11-31 Harch 1968, PHU LOC, RVN

B. Commanding Officer, Staffl Officers end Company Commahders:

Conmanding Officer  LtCol E. C. CHEATHAM JR.  1=31 Mar68

Executive Officér . Major 0. K. STEELE ~ 1-31 Mar68
S-1 ) Capt K. EV STONER .- 1-31 Her6ed
8-2 1stlt W. F. HARVEY - 1-31 Mer68
S=3 : Capt HE. P. PYLE JR. . 1-13 rer6s
Mejor L. G. DYER 1h-31 Her68
S=34 A " 1lstlt T. D. WARTIN . © 1~8 Maréd
. Capt J. J. HCRTON ‘ 9~31 larb8
‘ : 8=-3B lstlt T. D. MARTIN 9-31 iar6é8
Sl , o 1lstLt G. R. HOFMANN JR. 1-31 Mar68
§-5 1stlt R. J. LOWG JR. 1-31 Maréd
C o0 Capt D. J. POWLRS 1-31 Har68
Supply0 lstlt T. D. LEE . 1-8 Haréd
. . 2ndlt D. Ty WELSH . 0~3) uarb6d
MTO 1stLt G. 4. ZURENDA 1-31 Mar68
ALO . Capt H. ¥, PYLE JR. © .1=31 Mar6§
FiLc Capt T. ile PINE III - 1-31 Mar68
CO H&S Co lstlLt 4., A, DORNB4LCH 1-31 Mar68
cO Co E ‘ Capt P. 4. DUFFY 1-31 Maré8
CO Co F Capt M. P, DOWHS . 1-31 iaréd
€0 Co G Capt C. L. HEADOWS 1~31 Maré68
C0 Co H lstlt Ws F. HARVEY 1-2 HMar6d
Capt G. Ho LaRSCN 3-17 Haré68
Capt G D. HENDRICASON 18-31 Mearé8
. . Ce Avera:e monthly Strenoth.
USHG @; . ¥
OF  ENL OFF ENL ‘
35 1167 3 o7

II. NARRATIVE SULJIARY.

The Battelion carried out its primary migssion of closing with
and destroying NVA/VC forces in and around the city of HUE, RVN,
during the first 10 days of MagchrT9687 010 igrch 1968, the
Battalion returned to the cont ﬁé @3¢E5§B§ iﬁglgeglment and shiftec
to the PHU LOC area of operatiqn YR

rch and Destroy
operations as dirccted,
W Aee  §; , égﬁmﬁaékgﬁstME[)
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All corbat and service support units readily reazdjusted to
field operctions after their successes ot street fighting in HUE.
The Battalion returned to the tyve of terrain to which they had
previously grown sccustomed.,

The return to field terrsain saw an increase in the use of
supporting erms. The number of patrols and ambushes increcased with
definite results. Again it was the small unit making contact with
the enemy and destroying him.

III. SEQUENTIAL LISTING OF SIGNIFICANT EVENTS.,

A. Personnel and Administration,

1. .Casualities,

BATTIE HON-BATTLE

KI4 WIA DOW  MIA SERIOUS = HON-SERIOUS DEATHS TOTAL .
2 27 0 0 2 ) " T0 39

2e Joincd during iHarch,

USMC gsi
CFF LIL CFF ENL
7 102 0 8
3¢ Transferred during Maréh.
Usuc | USHy
OFF ENL - OFF BNL
S I7T - "o 6
Lo Warrative Summary: The average chapgeable strength of
the Battolion remained at 87% of manning level throughout ‘
the month, Dué to the high number ¢f casualities sustained

during Operction EUE CITY there has been a [j7% turnover in
personnel since the beginning of February.

B. Discinling, Law and Order.

1. Courts-liartial; Tried O  Pending 0
2.’ Non-Judicial Punishuent

a, By Battelion Comiandsr 3
be By Company Commonder__ 3

C. liorale, PX and Chaplaints Activities.

1; The fact that all four rifle companies have been

: U GMASSIEED
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continuously cormitted to the field since mid-January has
had no adverse efféet on troop morele.: Contrarily, the
spirit of the unit is regarded zs generally higher than
the norm., This is Mttrlbutgd to the 1ncreasod tempo of
the bettlefield, and in addition, the fact that only &
mninirnmm numbcer of troops are now tied down to static
defensive positions,

2. Hon-aveilability-of PX facilities has not been deter-

mental to morale or performences Hecessary items were

‘made available through SP packs and consolidated runs to

exchange facilities,

3+ In general during the month of March, the Chaplain

accompanied the Battalien to the field and the Cheplain's
activities were mostly in the fisld. In HUE City, until
10 i{arch 1968, the Chaplaint's station was 'with the BAS

- gomforting and reassuring the casualities. The Sacraments

of Anointing and Communion were given when needed and
possible. The different company pogsitions in HUE were
vigsited cndidivine services were held. Catholic Hess was
offered for a group of American Sisters who were nurscs and
sent to HUE to help the refugees by the Catholic Relief
Services. After returning from HUZ City, the Chaplain

" accompanied the Battalion into the TRUCIL River Valley for

8.dayse A communion service was hold in the field which

75 men .attended, There were alsc a few counselling inter=-

views while on this operationes The Chaplaln returned to

the forward CP at the railrocd tumnel and conducted his

work from there, holding divine services at the tunnel,

and at the company positions, namely the PHU LOC fire base,
the TRUOI River Bridge,.other bridges, and the Rock Crusher.

Pastoral visits were made also to other units within our

TLOR; CAP units, 2nd Battalion, 1llth Marines, and the Sea

Boess The Chaplain accompanied the Battalion to BACH lMA

qnd held a service on the roof of one of the resort homes o
Ven fron both COHpuanS, and the CP group werse in attendance.

totalJng ‘$5men in all. Onc momorial service was heold at

Conpony B on 11 March which 90 men attended. There were

20 Catholic Masses which 750 men attended, & Protestant
services which 250 men attended and onc memorial service

which 90 mecn attended. Also during the month of March,

21 counsclling intoerviews wore heldas -

Intelligonce.'
l. Goneral. Intelligence was recoived from the following

sources during-March: III MiF G-2, 1lst MarDiv G-2, Task
Force X~-Ray G=2, 5th HMarinc Regt S-2, lst larine Regt S5=2,

~3m ” [}
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AK=U7 womo Zulo'rounds CAPTURED
- U5 Cal armo  ,, ) 22 rounds CAPTURED
AK-l7 mégaiinés | 9 CAPTURED
Knife | 1 GAPTURED
U.S. Cartridge Bolt 1 CAPTURED
olster | 7 1 CAPTURED
First Aid Packet 1 CAPTUﬁED
Ubilities . 2 pr C..PTURED
Brown Khaki Uniform "1 pr GAPTURED
fﬁijwSCUS}Y“‘,,; ©. 15 CAPTURED |

~ Lssorted Modical and Supply Documonts CAPTURED

Training.

l. During Morch 1968, 156 peoplé completod'thé Battalion/

Reginent Indoctrination Coursee. Training emphasis wes

placed on weapon safety and personal hyg 1ene.

P

2. Use of the firing rango in she- gt Scctor of tne PHU

BAT oerlmbtcr llowod all personnel to flre thelr weapons.

3« During March, ocrsonnel of the 2nd Battallon, Sth Marine:
attended the following formael schools:

0. Vietnamese Language School - 2
be NCO Leudership School 1 '

" co Motor Transport Maintenance Assistance Course 3
de PP5 Radur Trolning Course 1

Special Operctions,

1, Second Battalion, Pifth Marines assumed operational

control ef Conpany F-from 1lst Marlnes on 8 March 1968,

C 2e Second Battelion, Fifth Murlnes nﬂsumod operational

control: of Compeny E from 5th Merines on 10 March 1968.
-5-

DECLASSIFIED



DECLASSIFIED

-
‘ | .
;
\\[

3, Second Bastaiilon, Fifta L.—.rlnes asgumed oper tlm Tlﬂiﬁs‘iﬁaf
control of Companies G and ¥ from lst Horines on 10 March ‘

1968,

o

e Pifth Merines cssumed operational control of an
Battalion, 5th Marines on 10 March 1968, ‘

5. First Battolion, Fifth Marincs assumed operational
control of Company B from 2nd Battalion, 5th Marines on
11 March 1968,

6o On B8 March 1968, 2nd Battalion, Sth Marines assumed the
responsibility for providing security for a porition of
Highway Route # 1.

Te During the month of HMarch, the Battaliorn conducted a
reconﬂa31ance in force of the TRUCI River Vulloy and BaCH
MA.

G. WNuclecr, Biclozical, Chemical Warfare and Defensce

le Sccond Battalion, Fifth Marines continued to carry
the M=-72 and CS-1 Gas Grenades for use in cleéring cnemy
bunkers and fortificd positicns. To faciliate rapid eém-
ployment, protective masks were carried by ecach man in
the commande

H. Qommand snd Control, LtCol . E. C. CHEATHAM JR. commanded
~the 2nd Battalion, 5th Marines during the month of Marche. The
"Battalion remained under the operaticnal control of the lst
Mearine Regiment until 10 March 1968, when the 5th Marine Regimen

assumed operational control of the Battalion, The Battal ion -~

remained under the administrative contrcl of 5th Warlne Regiment
throughout the menth of March.

I, Close Combat, : ' .

1. The 2nd Battalion, S5th ilarince continued its participati
in Operaticn HUE CITY from 1 tc 3 warch 1968, at which
time the opern tlon was terminated. | '

Qe On 1 March at O10400H, a platcon rceon patrol from
Company F, located at (YD781205), hcard sounds of
digging and obscrved lights indicating a large enemy
force in the vieinity of (¥D802248)e Artillery was
requested and 6 rounds- of WP, 2l rounds of HE and 16
rounds of HE VI 105mm covered the target arca.  Results:
5 huts destroyede .
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b. On 2 March at 020135H, & defensivc position manned
by H&S Company, lucated at (¥D759209), rcceived 1 round
of 60mn mortar from an unknown enemy position. Results:
2 UsHe WIA(LVAC).

At 021031H, Company F, locatad at (YD767228), received
10 rounds of M-79 fire, 2 rounds of B-j0 rocket fire
and small arms .fire from the vicinity of (¥YD788230).
The Company returned automatic weapons/small arms fire,
60mm mortar and 8limi mortar rounds on the suspected
enemy positions. HLesults: 2 USMC WIA(EViLC) and S

Us: 1c WIA(NON-EVLC). i '

At 021530H, Company F, located at (YD801l2L46), received
- automatic weapons/small arms fire and lj B-LO rockct
rounds from the cnemy in the vicinity of (YD802246).
The Company returned fire with small srms/eutomatic
- weapons, 10 rounds 60w mortar, 20 rounds WP and 10
rounds HE Olmmn mortar on the enemy position., Resultse:
2 USHC WIA(EVAC).

: At 021530H, Company F repcrted a Marine WIA was searched
~at (YD801246) by 6 NVA/VC. His weapon, an M~-16 rifle,
pack and a watch woere teken. HULE gunships were called
in to supp.rt the evacuatlon of the Marine. Results:
1 USMC WIA (zvac). _

ce On 6 March at 062035H, Company L, 3rd Battaliom;: -

5th Marincs, loceted at {¥D781209), recoived 3 rounds

of 60mm mortars and CS gas from an unknown enemy positior
to the southeast,’ Shortly therecafter an ALVN unit
attached to Company L rec-ived 3 rounds of 60nm mortar
“and returned 60mﬁ mortar fire., The enemy mortar positiorn
ceased flre. Ny

da On T March at 072310H, Company F sighted 3 ceanoes

in the river at (¥D75721L), with an undetermined number
of enemy pecrsonnel aboard, hcading towards their positior
_Opening fire with 15 rounds of =79 and 50 rounds of
“sndll arms fire, the Company caused the enemy to flee
cecross the river. Results: 2 canoes destroyed.

8e On 8 Marech 1968, 2nd Battalion,'Sth Marines sont

a command group .from HUE to CAO DOI, (ZD055026), to
assume operaticnal control of Company B, lst Battalion,
Sth Merines and Companies E and F, 2nd Battalion, 5th
Marines. Company F moved from HUE to CAQ DOI, vicinity
of (2D053023). On this date, 2nd Battal ion, 5th Marines
commenccd partlcipatlon in Operation HOUSTON.
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At 0B083CH, a platoon frod Company H, located at (YD
7902115), observed 3 KVA/VC, with 1 carbine, dressed

in green utilities and bush hats in the vieinity of |
(YD791245), moving in a scuthwesterly directions Thé.
platcon fired 10 rounds of small arms at the cenemy wilth
negative resultse

At 081600H, Company H, located at {(YDT791246), received
30 rounds of small arms fire and 3 #=79 rounds from the
‘viecinity of (¥YD7912ll;). A fire mission was called in
and 2 WP rounds were fired, but duc to the heavy veg-
.-etation between the FO and the target, no adjustment of
fire could be made and the missicn was terminatod,.

fo On 9 March at 090630H, & platcon from Company H,

located at (YD79052L65), sighted movement to the front

of their position, and received 1 grenade from the
vieinity of (¥YD79002465). The platucn returned 15

rounds of emall arms fire. Results: 1 USHC WIA(EvAC). @

At 091040H, a patrol from Company E, located at (ZD
098983), sighted 1 WVi/VC moving south. The patrol
“opened fire with small arms on the enemy. Results:
1 ¥VA/VC KIA(CORF) and the capture of 1 AK=LT7.

At 0911U0H, a Company E recon patrol received 2 frag-
montation grenades from the vicinity of (Z2D101979)e
Small arms fire was returned at the enemy position.
Results: 2 USHC WIA(EVAQ).

ge On 10 March 1968, 2nd Battalion, 5th Marines CP,
Companies G and H moved from HUE to CAQO DOI, (ZD055026).
Company G assumed the responsibility for the sccurity

of the TRUOI River Bridge, vicinity (¥D967063), whilo
Compeny H moved to the Rock Crusher area, (ZD013025). .

At 101130H, Compeny B, lst Battalion, 5th Merines took
charge of a VG POW whc had surrendered to the Chief
of a village loucated at (¥D961040). ITT wes called in
to interrcgate the prisoncre. Hesults: 1 VC POW.

At 101215H, a patrol from Company E, locatcd at (Z2C1l03=-

962), roceived T rounds of 60ma mortar firc. The patrol
roturnsd 25 rcounds of B8lmn mortar firc at a known enemy

position at (ZC106986).

At 101450H, a patrol from Company B, lst Battalicn,

5th Marines, uncovercd 5 bunkers, located at (ZD020013),

believed to be the site of the oncomy mortar attack of

7 ¥Yarchs The bunkers wsre destroyed by use of C=l.
---Results: 5 bunkers destroyed.

i A RN G
; ! :
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On 11 March at 111715H, & platoon from Company E,
located at (ZC104969), reccived mortar end smell arms
fire from an unknown number of enemy in the vicinity of
(20105970)s The platcon returncd small arms fire and
called in HUlE gunships to hit the enemy position., The
platoon swept through the area after the air strike.
Results: 2 NVA/VC KIA(CONF) and 11 fighting holes with
covers destroyed,

i. On 12 M¥March, the 2nd Battalion, 5th Merincs Cormand
Group, Cumpanies B, H and G (~) began a 7 day Search
and Destroy operation as part of Opcration HOUSTON.

This mission took the Marines baeck into the ficld, hills
and jungle terrain after nearly a month of strect fight-
ing in Operation HUE CITY. Thc transition back to this
type of warfare was easily accomplished and small unit
lecadership proved excellent as heavy terrain hampored
moverient and cormunications Although contact was light,
discovery of numerous eneny trails and camp sites, along
with valuable information on local terrain, made the
operation profitable. In addition, many of the eneny
‘killed were of important rank or highly skillod: an

" NWVA supply officer and an NVA medical officer for cx-
ample,

je On 1l March at 11030H, a Company E platoon sighted

1 NVA/VC in the vieinity of (YC982963). The platoon
fired an M-79 round at the enemy and pursued him. 4t
(YC978969), the plaetucn discovered a site used as an §
assembly area with signs that it had recently been in
UsSe e

At 1411L45H, a perimeter guard from .Company F, located
at (xc989969), sighted 1 NVA/VC with a cerbine, wearing
black tops and khaki bottoms, proceceding south from
the high ground on the west side of the viver, vicinity
(YC989969). The Murine cpenod fire with small arms on
the enemy with negotive resultse

At 1L}1155E, a Company B platuon cbserved 1 WA/VC with

a bolt action rifle proceeding east along a trail on

the ridge line, vicinity (ZC00898l), as the enemy walked
into an ambush site. Results: 1 NVA/VC KIA(CONF) and -
1 belt action rifle destroyed.

At 141520H, a platoon from Company E, located at (YC
976972), observed 7 WA/VC, in & small herbor site at
the above ccordinates, wearing grecn utilitics and
heavy packs. The patrol cpened small arms fire on the

-9~ | | ;
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enemy and swept through the area. They discovered 1
NVA/VC KIA and a wounded NV4/VC plus packs containing:
new utilities, riece and documents. The NVA/VC POW
died of wounds during cvacuaticns Rosults: 2 NVA/VC

KIA(CONF) and the capture of 1 AK=47 plus new utilltles,
rlce and numerous documonts.

ke On 15 March at 151305H, & squad from Company
E wes patrolling north up a trail at (YC972972), when
an onemy opened fire with an AK-47 from the vicinity
of the same cocrdinates. The squad returned small arms
fire and attompted to maneuver on the cnemy. In a
search of the area, 3 expended AK-U47 rounds were found
and a trail of blcod in & northsrly direction was dis-
covoredes

&t 15144j5H, a squad from Company E cbscrved 1 enenmy
procceding down a trail, vicinity (YC973975); woearing

e brown khoki uniferm. As the onemy entered the ambush .
gite, the squud opened fire with small arms. A seorch

of the area revezsled 1 enemy KI4i, assumed to have beon

an NVA medical officer. Results: 1 BVA/VC KIA(COWF),

and the capture of 1 45 caliber pistol, 1 holster, 1

khaki uniform, seversl rcunds of <45 caliber symunition,

and numerous medical documents.

l, ©On 16 March at 161000H, a platoon patrol from
Company E found g beoby trap, located at (20097989).
‘The bocby trep wes constructed from a ChiCom hand grenade
with a trip wire firing dcvice attached. Enginecrs

were called and the booby trap was destroyed in places

At 161030H, a point elecment from Company F, proceeding
along a trail, encountered l NVA/VC at (2€10698l)e. The
enemy armecd with 1 AK-L7 and 3 carbines, fired 20 rounds
of small arms at the lead element. The lead element
returned 30 rounds of small erms fire and 5 M~79 rounds,
wounding 2 of the enemye. The cnemy broke contact and
fled t¢ the southeast. 4 fire mission was rcquested

on grid (2€106982). The pletvon swept the arce with
"nogative resultse

At 161030H, thc leed elument from Company H was in the
vicinity of (YC992971) on patrocl when the oncmy opened
firc with automatic weapons. The clement returned
small arms fire and 1 LiiW into the onemy positicn.

Resalts: 1 NVA/VC KIA(CONF) and the capturc of 1 AK-47
_ and 1 wallet with NVa money.

Ile On 17 Maerch at 171215H, a platuon from Conpany F

| ‘ SSQHE@
L s

DECLASSIFIED

—xah




DECLASSIFIED

@W@ 5 e

spottud 1 NVA/VC with an 4K-U47 at (2C11697l).. The

. platoon.cpened fire with smell ams. The arca was

~ gearched and. a grave was found which contained the
body of a man wearing white clothes over a green uniform,
dead for epproximately two to three weeks. Also. found:

" were spider holes:covering 500 meters of trail, . Duc
to the dense vegatation nc trace.could be found of the
NVA/YC with the AK-u? rlfle. Rcsults' luNVg/VC KIA(
CONPF)e .

At l?luu5H, a Company E platoon, locatud at (2c004971),
received 9 60mm morter rounds and 300 rounds of small
arms -fire from the vieinity of (ZC005975). The platoon
roturned small arms/automatic weapons fire, 15 M~T79
rcunds, -and 2y rounds of 105mms 4 scarch of the area
produceo negatlve results.

‘ :Lt 171620H, a squad putrol from company E was headlng

' north, vieinity (2C000394), alcng the rlvor, when they
recisved automatic weapons fire and ‘grenales. The squad
returned small arms/automatic weapons flre, 20 Li=79
rounds, 13 60mm rounds, an artillery mission of LJ.2"
morters, '105/155 Howitzer: fire, HULE gunships end fixed
w1ng aireraft. Results: 2 USHC WIA (EV“C).

I, On 18 Mdrch 1968, 2nd Battalion, 5th Marlncs began
a Search and Destroy missicn as another phes¢ of their
involvement in Operation HOUSTON. This mission tcok
the Battalion into rugged terrain which hampereod move-
ment and communications as well eas supply. Hoavy veg-
ctation and steep hilly terrain characterized the route
which the Battalicn followed into the arca of B4CH MA,
vicinity ' (2€057925). The Battalion was the first Marine
o unit to occupy this region, which has been a NV4/VC
. ~area of control since tho carly 1950's., .Although cnemy
~contact was light, ‘the cccupation of the area proved
severael things., First it demonstrated that 2nd Battalion
5th Marines can operate under the mcst difficult terrain
and conditions while still maintaining a high degrece
of excollence in purformancce Secondly, entering this
area for the first time demonstrated ccnclusively that
these lMarines can go anyplece when the sgituaztion arises.
This phase of Opecration HOUSTON must be ccnsidered an
important tactical and physical acccmplishment,

Oe 0n.22 March at 221015H, a platcon petrol from Company
F, at - (Z€093955), cbscrved 1 NVA/VC in thc vicinity of
(ZCOSS9A6), wearlng skivvy shorts with a tcwel and an
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M=l rifle. 4 second HVL/VC appearcd as the patrol oponod
fire, and the enemy fired 15-20 rounds of small arms

fire before fleeing to the southcasts The patrol re-
turned fire and swept the area with negative results.

Pe 0On 24 March at 241600H, a Popular Forcecs patrocl
roported to Company H that thoy had discovered 2 satchel
charges (150 % pcund blocks of THT and 2 bl.sting caps)
near & Buddist Temple at (YDI84OL4T7). 4lsc 2-3 cnemy
"~ were observed fleeing the area, but the distance involve:

prevented identification of their clothing. The patrol
searched the arca and brcught the satchel charges to
the Company H CP, then fcrwarded to the"Battalion rear

-+ CP., Results: Capture of 2 satchcl charges containing

150 % pound blceks of TNT and 2 blasting caps.,

g« On 25 March at 250415H, a squad frum Company H,

located at (¥YD985049), received 1 hand grenade from the
~vicinity of (YD985049). The sqguad rcturned 20 rounds .
~of small arms fire, 50 rounds of 8lmm mortar and 20
S rounis of 60mm mortars Results: 3 USHC WIA(EVAC).

‘4t 251820H, a CAP patrol from (¥D973043) found 1 B-4O
rocket launcher at (YD982048) snd 2 dead NVA/VC at
(YD973043). The dead enemy were thought tc be the re-
sult of the previous night's H&I's fire., The CAP patrol
rescrted to the Company H CP. Resultes 2 NVA/VC KIA
(CONF) and the capture of 1 B-uo rockct launchers

At 251845H, a Company E reocon patrcl,. located at (ZC

059925), discoverced a quanity of cquipment and an em~
placcment at the above ccordinates, believed "to be

& NVL/VC camp site. At first light a complete search
of the 'arca was made. Results: 15 fly tents of U.S.

manufacture, 1 NV4 canvas buot, 1 syringe vile of an .
unknown fluid were capturodhnd ly one man fighting hcles
destroyed. .

r, On 31 March at 310315H, Company G in a defensive
night positiun et (Z2C078985), received 20 rcunds cf 82mm
mecrtar from the vieinity of (ZC085967). The Company
roturned an 8lmm mortar missicn on the suspected enemy
location. Results: 1 USHC WIA(LVAC).

At 310320H, Battery E, 2nd Battzalicn, 1llth Marines, loc~-
ated at (ZD022022), received 25-30 rounds of B2mm mortar

"~ rocket fire from the vicinity of (¥D973017). The Batter
returned 21 rounds of 8" artillcery fire on the enemy
position, Results: 1 USHMC WIA(KON-EV..C).

]l
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3104458, the SeaBees, located at (znozaoza), received
"25-30 reounds of 82mm mortar and 10 rounds of 57mm RR
fire from the Vvicinity of (¥D973017). Fire was roturned
into the suspected enemy positicn by 8lmm mortars and

- 8" ertillery, . Results: 5 USN Kia, 8 UsN WIA(&VHC)

and 3 USMC WIA(BVaC).

At 310720H, a USA onglneur téam was sweeping Route # 1
‘headed west, at (ZD102009), when their vehicle struck
" . amine, comp03gd of a 50 pound charge, &nd severly
damaged the vehicle. & wrocker was called but it-also
detcnated a mine, at (ZD102008), composed of a point
. detonating ChiCem claymecre, and ancther vehicle was
- gunuioncd, Rosults.”‘u US4 WIA(EVAC) and 2 CAP USMC
WIA(LVAC).~ ' v :

At‘310920H,»an,H&s Compuny-rOad‘sweep vehicle was demage
by a command detonated mine ot (2ZD065012). A scarch

of the area produced negative results. Results: . L~
USMC WIA(NON-EVAC).

:Flre Supgort.

l. Battery E, an Battal ion, 1lth Mirines in dircet suppor:
of 2nd Battalion, Sth Marines supported unit cperations in
the Battalion TAOR and the Regimental AO0.

2 Additional supuort was prcvided by 2nd Gun Platcon,

3rd 3" Hq w1tZer Battury of lst FiG, 1llth Merines.

3 Slgglficunt Fire Support Lventse During tne moenth of

. Merch, Battery E, 2nd Battalion, llth Marines displaced 2
"155 Howitzers and L 105 Howitzers to the grid arva, (ZC
0796), ‘to fulfill its missicn of providing clese and cont-

inous fire suppert during the ceccupation of BuCH Ms as e

© part of Operation HOUSTON.

Alr Suggort.

" 1le Tactical Air Supoort.

Lo Dur;ng Merch 12 air strlkus, ccn31st1ng of 2l
scrties, were run in su, . ort of this Battalion, All
aorties werc contrclled by an alrbornc FALC,.

~be Eight acrinl observation missicns were flown total-
ing approximately 25 hours on station, There werc also
12 flare ship nissions flown totaling approximatcly 50
hours on station. :

B it T
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e Two HgE close suppert gunship m]!icns wope:flown; o
~ccnsisting of I scrties. e

Ge Three helc visual reccn miggiuns were flown, cone= .
sisting of 6 sortiés.

es A& total of 32 tactical air support missi.ns, con-
sisting of 5 scrties were flown in support of 2nd ~ —
Battaelion, S5th Marines.

2, Logistical and Administr: tive Support. All resupply
support was run by AST. Tho 5th Merines used their working

- helols or requested helo's depending on the size of the ro-
supply mission, ,

3s Mod-ovecse S8econd Battalion, Fifth Marines had 1l
medical evacuaticns in Merch: [ Emergency, 9 Priority,
and 8 Routine. All were ‘controlled by T.CPs -

L. Logi’stipse, | .
Le . General. .

* The Battalicn remained in HUE during.the first ten
days of Mazrch, Sectiuvns from the Battalion 4id Steation,
supply end mctor transport remained in the city to
support the Battalion, Major contact with the enemy
had cnded and logistics requirements were of a routine
nature. - . .

be On 10 March, the Battalion meved frem HUE té CAO DOI
(ZD055026). The Command Post set up in a railway tunnel
‘with the cperstions secticn at one end and the logistie
section at the other. Personnel from Battalicn supply

end motor transport secticns were sent to the Command

Post and placed under direct ccgnizance of the Sel

Officer. The Battalicn Aid Station retained its rele- .
atively indepsndent posture coordina tlng operﬁtlons

w1th the S-l when necessary.

2+ An LS4 was established in the CLU DUI arca by the .
'th Marine Regiment. It provides Class I, II (limited),
fIT, IV and V support to the Battalicn, Major Class

I1I deficiencies at the LS4 are clothing, boots and 782
geare These items ore drawn from the Bottalicn's organi
eesets in the rear and issuscd ¢cn an as requircd basis,

de The rcsupr)ly of the corapanius and the command group
when operating in the cancpy is by helicopter. Heli-

copter gupport teams have been cmployed ocn all operatlor
with good results, coordinated with the Battalion's air

. "lLl—'
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om o —gawtion.  When companics aré hot @peratihg'in~the rugged

mountains, they areé supplied oy motor vehicles.

e« Long Range Patrol Rations were introduced to the

© Battalion during the past month with significant sucess.
‘They are llght and ecompact and heve beon well received
by the trccps. The only drawback being each meal re=

quires c¢ne half & canteen of water. - This has neot yet
become a problem since Batfalicn is empleying 2% gullon

. water containoru for rosupoly 1n the fielde -

2.

f. On 19 Merch, a field mess was established at the

‘Battalion's Command Pcst. Onc hot meal is prepdared

each day. .Members of the command group cat at - the field
mess while meals are sent to the rifle companics in
vecunn jugs. Currently limited "A" raticns are aveilabls
The futurs will sce cn increascd employmont of "4V
rations et the ficld mess,.

ge The logistics section was intrcduced to the MLRES
(Marine Automated Readiness Bvaluation System) reperting

“system during the month. Two mectings wWere held at

the Task Force X-Ray G-l offico whurc ‘the intricacioes
of the system were elueidated for logistics and supply

-cfficers, To' date twe initial rgpcrts h.ve been made

by thls Battallon.

’ Sug Elﬂ .

2« The mcnth of March saw Batuallon Supply updating
Lquipment Custody Records and Ind1v1dual HMemorandun
Recelpt cards.

be- As & result of Opordtlun HUE CITY, this Battalion

experiencoed a large turncver and exchange of both ine-

- dividuel and crew served weapinse An 1nventory of theoso

itoms was begun earlier in the menth by individual
companies to ascertain ccmoat losses as well as newly
aquired weaponse

ce Forms wore delivercd to ccch company listing serial
nunbers of all crew served woopcns, M=79 grenede launcho:

,,and 3.5 rocket launchors held by this command prior to

Operaticn HUE CITY., It was rcquested each company ad=-
just these forms to reflect prcsent status of listed

'weapuns.

de &ancther request to the cempanies asked for & rcster
1isting serial numbers of 1nd1v1dual woapons held by
all perscnnel.

as-

«m-u. “szd’v : UN@LAS .

P\"Hl“i Tistmerr.
)
—
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ce To date, in this samec regard, all ccimpany reccords
have been updated with the exccpticn of H&S Compenyes

fe The inventcry completed thus far indicates a de-
ficiency of 45 caliber pistols, with 342 suthorized;
300 listed as on hand and 42 on requistion. 4&lso
shown is an excess of M-16 rifles.

g« During the month all crew served weapung have been
listed as operaticnal with the excception of 2 =60 mec=
hine=guns which are cn ordur. The seccnd echelon main=-
tenance perfcrmed by the Battalion Armory has been
quite satisfactory.

he. An Ordnance team visited the Battallicon and reported
a satisfrctory conditicn of the 106's and a need for
tube hening of the 81lmm mortarse.

i« The Battolion moved scuth this menth and this sectic
has experienced nc difficulty in resupply to the forward

elements,

je Conditicn of 782 gear resupply has boen satisfactory
with the exception of canteens which are cn requisiticn.

ke This section reports progress in the updating of
its records and is making preparaticns for a mcve to
another warehouse.

lictor Transpcorte

&s During Operaticn HUE CITY the motcr transport sectic
worked lceng hours to keep its vehicles operating in
support of the Battalicn. When the operaticn terminatd
a program was initiated to phase all of the Battalionts
vehicles thrcough the motor transport shop at PHU BAl.
This program is currently being exccuted, All necded
repairs are being made and annuals arc being perfcormed
on all vehiclcse

b, When the Battalion sioved frem HUE to CAO DOI a
section from the motor transucort platcon moved with
ite A dispatcher was sent to thé new Command Post to
control the vehicles there. He was assigned the tagks
of dispatching vehicles and of insuring that proper
first echelun maintenance was being performede

ce During llarch, the mctor transport scetion made
improvements in 1ts working arec. 4 building with

=1l6e
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a cement deck and plyWuod sides was ccnstructed in the
mnotor transport arece Cne secticn of the building is
emploeyed as a Jlsputcnur‘s office and records section,
while the second section is used as the repair shop with
adequate rcem te work on three vehicles simultanecusly.
This balldlng vastly improves rcepair capebilities, and

“there 1is ncw 1dequatc stcr-"e rbum for tools gnd test
‘cqulpmunt. ‘ ‘

Comnunlcatlcn;

&e Tech Shop - The ma Joritj of effort this menth contorc
cn ve)ﬁlrlng and administretive werk resulting from

) o : a
Oﬁi ratcdﬂg%ac£T¥Pu5g9/eéd%g%cnr8%%1stﬁttgq3%8Tz%g was

battory ch“rger P;-32AOA.,

De ere Section = Instullmcnt of 1ntornal wiring for

both rear end forwerd. CP'S, plus the usual trouble
shcoting of lines occupied the wire secticen during March.
Reriote lines from Hill 200 to the forward CP (railway

. turnel) were also laid. Preparations are underway for

the Material Rcadincss Inspectiins, Training c¢f new

‘wirernien in both switchboard proecedure and wire installe-

ation continues under the dlrectlvn of the Secticn

"Cnlcf, a C rporulw

ce Messoge Conter - The center handleﬂ a tctal of 733
incoming messages, and. 70 cutgoing messeges. All
traffic is .icked up and deliversd to Reclnent by ccurie:
The center in the rear and forward CP's cpercie a
sepaerate file for all radic messages transmitted cver
the admin nete The center in the fleld handles messages
transmitted to or from the forward CP, rclayed through
the ferwerd CP to the jump CP engérsed in the field.
Daily ccurier runs have been ustabllshod frem PHU Bal

'tc the forward CP.

-de Radio Sectlon - The "Octltn is 1nvolvod in inventcr-

ing all cquipment and ordering replqcements. Pour

more RC=292's have been.ordoercd. since the Battalion

ncw retes these entennas, Additicnal personnel assigned
t¢ the section this month are: (3) 2533's, (2) 2532ts

to be trained and empleyed as 2531'se A4ll Battelicn
radic operatcrs with line companies have been rotated

te provide new men with valuable field cxperience..
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5. Battelion 4id Stotion.

‘8. Significant Eventse

(1) On 9 March the forward BaS moved from HUE to
the railway tunncl apprcximetely 12 miles scuth of
PHU Bil, at CAO DOI. The BaS hes been in cper-tion
for aspproximately two wscks, at all times there

has becen a doctor and six corpsmen presents 4&n
cvernight holding werd wes established for the
cbservation of paticnts. '

(2)  The BuS record coffice compiled. immunizeoticn

rosters for cach eompany enu Se.e 4 4 man shot team

to the Battalion forwerd areas. There were 522 men

shot with a total of 1354 immunizasticnse & stragglce
list 1is being ccompoused to determine the number of

men who missed their inoculaticnse The Health

Records are being checked by company roster to .
find missing or misplaced records. Reccrds are

being fcorwarded tc new coumands in case of transfer.
Missing records have traccrs out on theme

(3) On 22 March, elements of theo forward Biad mcved
frem CAC DCI te PHU LGC with the Battalicn Cormmiand
Group. On 23 pMarch the Battalivn Command was roine
forced with 2 hospitel corpsmen from BaS roeare

(4t) During March the Teon oay Medical IOL was
inventoried and found in excelleont conditione

Items that were found short and/or missing have been
replaced or ordered.

‘be New Developements,.

(1) Since the lsst report the B4S has completed .
work on the rear tent area; such as moving and aligr
ment. Sand bags have becen walled 6 high around eack

of the BAS tents.

(2) In the forward 3iS the railroad tracks and tiecs
have becen removed, with wooden deck added to replacc
the rock surface.

Ce Problem Arcase.

(1) The sudden need for dental appointments has
becen a problem this month. At present we are trying
to place 23 Marines on the appointment list at the
¢ dental -facility. :
B S ';’3’?‘.7;\.,“@ ‘;.;
Clee . -18-
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(2) A rash of visual aculty has occurred, with

- 17 karines roferred to the Navel Support faclllty'
-~ this month,

d. Average’nﬁmber of military patients seen daily...43
~ Number of military patients seen this monthssseesll5l
‘Number of referrals to out patient clinicSaesesceell

‘6. Routine Medieal Complaints.

Diarrhefe.eoceeseeesoys
URIeecveesccenccacnsned
DermdtltlS.ocoooooo’sll .
Stomach Disorders....15
Visual Disordersesse i3
Bar InfectionSessessed
‘Gastroenteritis.eciece?

FUO'..‘....I.........’

D~ O\ w o -
T M S St Vs’ Gt Vgt e?

f. The most significant discase this month was parasi£i<
infectionse.

CivilﬂAffairs/Civic Action.

le Civic Actione Due to operaticnel commitments from 1
#erch to 31 March, the civic action program has been at &
stend stills During this period there has been a lack of
receptiveness among the Victnamese people, due to the TET
Of fensive.

2+  Psychological Operations. In coordination with the
operctions this month, lesaflet drops and aerial broadcasts
in NVA/VC controllecd areas have been used to meximum cffecte.
The arcas of greatcst concentrati.n being TRUOI River, (YD
966063), and YHU LOC, (ZD0B0O to ZD0892), Hand disseninatioc
of leaflects and posters wes concentrated along Highway Route
# 1, between TRUOI River end PHU LOC. In additior to these
act1v1tlcs, this section has progressed in teaching psych=-
ological operctions on a company level.

Target Audience - Themes

Civilians . Don't be a shield for the
‘ Ve
a : Rewards
What do¢s Chieu Hoil mean
to the NVA
) : C ) , hewards offered to childer
< e Report NVA/VC activity

=19~
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Target Audience ' Themes

Drive VC from your area
VC xill and mutllate civ=-
ilians

NVA/VC - Threce steps to Chiesu Hoi
SR Road to freodoems$ Chieu Ho

Rally and begin a family
life
Women mourning for their
dead =
Rally for a better life
Death awaits you
GVN builds & better life

g O~
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