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TI. TUARPATIVE Sifln ARY. ' ‘ e L .

Throughout. the early pert of July and until the terminetion’
of Operatiom HCUSTON, the 2rd Battelion continued its mission

of providing security for the Divieion MER in a TACE which
extended from the villege of (ao Hai to the southern slopes of
Hai Van Pess, The misrion was accomplished by meinteining

strone holding positions at vital instasllations and along key
terrain, combined with sggressive patrolling to interdict

known enemy approsch routes and lines of communicetions. On

2Ly July, Companies E and F were detséhed snd pleced under the
operationcl control of the Tth flarines, Both units were
immediately helllifted to An Hoa end beceme in effect the
cdvenced eckelon of the 5th licrines genersl movement into its
new opercting area, On 25 July, efter being relisved in ploee

by the 3rd Battalion, 26th Merines, the 2nd Battslion (-)
displcced south and rrrived ot the An Hoa combat base in the
lote cofternoon of the 26th., Compcny E wes ‘then in contact and
the Bettelion immedictely osked for and wos given operctioncl
control of 211 its subordincte units., By 1800 on 26 July,
Compsnies E, 7, tnd H were comritted to offensive opecrotions to
‘seek out and destroy HWVA/VC forces known to be locrted in the
Phu Nhuzn Villege complex north of tho An Hoo combrt broe,
Comprnv G oceupicd defensive positions in the north ~nd south
anproaches of Liberty Bridge. Coincident with tre scme mission
deseribed chove, on 28 July the 2nd Rattolion hegrn prrticipeation .
in Operction MADMLUKE THRUST II. ,

III. SEQEENTiAL LISTING OF SIGNIFICA&T HVERTS o

Ao Personnel tnd Administrection

1. The Battrlion joined 9 Officers and 173 cnlisted
during July. The Fettclion trensferred 8 Officurs ond 85 on-
liatcd durine tho seme pericd, Cesurlties suffered during the
month woere s '

Battle . Non~Battlse ‘ Total
- XTX WiA DOW WIANE oD LEC
156 . T0Z ~3 Hl ‘ e 20 18l

2. Discipliny, Lew =nd Orders; ¥JP wos cwirded 7
timos in the bottclion; one by the oattrlion Cormander =nd six
by subordincts Compeny Commenders. Five Merines ere currontly
serving sentences ot the III MAF Bripg Focility, Daliang.,

. 3., Morcle: Morcle remeined 2t o high level throuchout
the bettalion, & Band Concert b»y the lst Merine Division Bend
pleyed rt 11 compsny positions end wes well received by the
troops, Maximum use of R&R cuotos, both in Country rnd out of
Country, Werc utilized to enhrnce morrle and provide. o break
from the continuing routine,

e -5-
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PNCLAS 111\?\][[;\}; “Postzl icil wae distriduted d+ily by both

sur helicopter means. 4,000 worth of money orders were
old to tho troons in the ficld,

' 5.‘aAWfrd Vine members of this Bettelion w;Te cworded
the Vietnamese Cross of Gallentry by the Vietnamese Govcrnmdnt.
Wi&een ‘awardg for heroism and mcrltorlons gsorvice w.re pro-

(cessed durins this poriod. . S v

6. Chnplsln's Activities ©Pestorel virits &nd reli-
gious scrvices conducted this month were the prinecipsl conccrn
of the Chaplein, Thers were 26 services conducted by the Battalion
Chaplein ot which 522 men took part, These were services in
which 21l thc men were invited snd they took the chorcceter of
genercl services and were followed by Cotholic services. .
The Cheplain from lst Tattclion, Sth Merines conducted five
Protestent scrviceus, There weres two lay lender services cone
ducted ot I Comprny by their Protestant ley lecder. Five Mem-
oriel secrvices werc ccndueted ot the Compony aerces,

: ~ Men from the betteliem in the hosnital were v1°1ted
weckly by thL'Chaplain. Twenty~eight men wore visited in hospi-
talg in Dolizns ond Phu Boi. Brig visits werc made on twce
occesions, ond twe men wore seen, Durlnr the month 28 men csma»

-to the Cheplain for counhselling.

Cther related cctivitiese were the dlstrlmutlyn of
Special Services writing felders and clsc pecketbocks obtained
from upuciﬂl Servicce and other privste-sourcas; The rosponse
to recoiving boecks in the field wes gratifying o~nd indicctive of
the volue of such pro]oct

Resorice were p:vcn tc 211 the' children (100)
whe mode thelr Confirmeticn in the Churceh cof Leen Ly. At the
reguest of the Pricst of Thuza Lu, shbout 100 rescries wore given
te him, The Chaplain delivered o smell emcunt «¢f cement to the
Cethelice Sisters et Loneg Co rnd ot Thus Tw, This cement went
fcr huildine ond repoirine drwmoped cr unfinished schocels,

B. Intelligenée

o

1. Scurces: In edditicn tc the vtiliz-ticn of 11
nermcl intellipence scurecsg cv-ilsble to en infantry batialicn,
the CAP units, 35th ¥nsinevrs, U. S. Ay, £nd the civilirn
pcpuloce cf Phu Lce Districet ccntributed infermeticn of intel-
ligence value,

[

-

2. Cenerel Situsticn: Althcugh the enemy somewhst
decreased his mining cetivity «lcone the HMoin Supply Reute, o
increese in sniping& incldents, hrrossing fire end wmerter fire
wea cvident when compered with the provicus month,

= o - ] =3

s =t " ’ ‘,v . AN
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Reocting on irtellirones goined Froem Chidw Helst . ‘
cn the pogsible lee  ticn of :n enemy oid gtoticon, the Pottoliom
cpercted in the vicinity of i1l 592 (ZD 1LOL)., On 15 July -
Company G killed 7 VC, ceptured twc female POW'S (WIA), end
twelve individual and crew served weepcns, Further sightings and
inteclligence by the Red Dovil Recinnalssance Tegms end cther un-
relsted scurces rovealed o poggible enemy wounded evecustion
route in which the wcundsd are trineportzd by bost to vieinity
7D1206, Here they are assisted by ¢ guerrilla ferce of undeters
mined size snd move by lznd teo Canh Ducng Hemlet (ZD1SLOLT).
From Canh Ducng they wmove scuth, crossing Highwey #1 in the
Bowling Alley areco and into the mcuntain regicn,
On 18 July Cumpeny H ecaptured twe wounded VC in vieinity of
ZD165050, While en rcute to the company command post the squad
come under smell ocrms fire which killed cne of the POW's, It
appeared thet the VC were trying to kill the POW's. The remaining
POW reperted to be o member cf the G-2 Compony of the Phu Loc
Mein Fcrce Unit, based in viecinity ZD164053,
On 20 July &n estimsted four enemy ombushed o Morine convoy
with autcmetic weapens fire and cne B-4O rcund in the Hal Van
arca (AT9211923). Three Morines from the convey security group
were killed, four wounded and cne vehicle destrcoyed.
3., Villagers of Leng Cc rer.rted that between 2400 and
0400 en 20 July a deteil of 10 VC/HVA armed with AK-47's entered
the village intending tc assaosinste the villege officiclsg, Pail-
in% in their missicn, the enemy left the arco, lecaving hehind .
anti~ARVN and onti-Americen propagenda lesflets,.

Le Stotistice of Cosveltics ond lguipments

o~
W

VCe/TVA TIL
Ve POV

LELT

BiE's
PPSE
M-16
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‘ 60um Reunde (ChiCim) 6
M-26 Groncdes ; 10
ChiCim Grenedes _ 12
‘Mines : T

Frictiin type det.nsticn devices 10 ‘

AKL7 Amme | J 500 rounds'
Pccks | | |
Certridge Eelﬁs
cnteens

M&pciine pcuches

First £5id Pocks

R LT SRRV RN =

Grenade pouches
._ .. hsscrted l‘”bdl(‘"l Gen
Ass\rtbd C] tbﬂnp
Asscrted DccumantsAb
C; Tr&iniﬂg

1. feventy-five Mrrines cimnle ted the BRatic 11 n/
Regtimontcl Indcetrinaticn Course.

2. Thoe Mchile Jruln ng Teowm of Divisi.n Sfcheals
ccnductod trulning focr 350 MHerines of this mottalicn,

. 3 /lVikl(u ond higher level formal schcel treining
wes €5 fellows: .

2. ﬁlVlSl n ILeodership ;dnocls : 10 -

r')

be Mcvie4Prcjccticnistc “ehecl
¢. Basic Weecnins Renzir

d., PFmbherketicn Scheel (Okincwe)

How N

6., Registered Publiecticns Sehoecl

-
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f. Comunierticn Crypte | - .
Security Schocl 1

g. Londmine Wrrfrrs Schodl 16

h, Carccr Adviscry Schecl 1

i, Bosic Ammo Tech Schocl il

D. Specicl Operaticns.

1. PFrom 1-3 July 1968 Gcmprny G canduétc & search
rnd clecr cpercticn in an S04 becunded ¢r the Fost by the ZD 20
grid lins and ¢n the West by the AT 83 grid line,

2. On 13 July 1968 the 2nd EBattelicn, S5th Morines
assumed cpercticngl eontfol of Compeny D, 1st.Batt2lion, 5th
Herines, Durine the pericd 13-16 July, 2nd Battclicn (~-),
ccaisting ¢ f Compoiniss D end G ccnducted o gecreh ond clear
cpercticn in the viecinity of ZD 1506, The ¢peraticn succeeded
in destroying suveral harber sitos eleng with the copture of
varicus weancns ond cquipment. Results: 7 V¢ KI4 (COHF).

B, Cloese Combote.

The 2nd Battolicn, S5th lMerines continusd ite wrticipation‘
in Operation HOUSTON with the prlmrry migsgion cf providing
sccurity for the Divisicn MSR in its assipned 40. The mo jerity
of coticn was by pletcens cr gmeller units ongaging encmy
fereco attempting to interdict Neticnal Route #1,
On 250f3CH J,1y 1968 Cpercticn HCUSTCY  wos term-
incted end _p 281200H July 1968 the 2nd Bettoelicn, Sth lisrincs
cocrmenced Operstion MAMELUEE TERUST in tr Ln fice rrea cf
cperscticns,

‘;U
-
X
¢

)

F. Fire Suppcrt.

1, The return to cffensivs crmbot sow o significent
increcse in the use «f sguppoerting arms. Thres botteries prov1ﬂud
direct supprrt for the hittelicn. Bettery B, lst Bottclicn,

11th Merines, from 1 July tc 18 July. Bmttorv Y, a prov1°1rnal
ba ttcry from 2nd RBette 11\n, 1lth fieprincs, ¢n 19 July,. ByttCPJ

D, 2nd Baottelicn, 11lth ¥:rines froem 20 July tc 25 July,

2. Gunercl suppert was furnishe 1 by Battery #,
2nd Bottolion, 1lth Morines.

3. Tho battelicn roceived ad7iticne) fire suppert in
the northern sceter <f th: A0 from the USS PROVIDEINCE vnd the

USS O1BRIEN, |
6 - @

praree—

R N
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L. Bettery B fired 178 mirsiine: 352WP, 27 I1lum,
: 1635 HE, EE Quick, VT, Etc. . o

5. DButtery Y fired 3 missicns: 68 HE
6. Bottery D fired 2 missicns: i WP snd 7 BE Quick

.7. Bettery B fired L00 mlscl‘ns~ 32 WP, 209 Illum,
end L4541 HE - ‘

8{!.%ptt(ry F fired: 65 missicns: 1074 HE.

- 9, Significent Fire Suppcrt Events

D During the month a limit cf S7 rnunﬂf‘?of
105 tube, and 20 rcunls wer 155 tube per doy wes placoﬁ cn
all be tterles in suppcrt ¢f the bﬁttallcn._-

G, Air kuppcrt.

1. Tactiecel Air qﬁppcrt. 4 tetel cf 99 toctic-1 oir
suppert miscsirne, consistine of 224 Gcrtlos were flcwn in suppcort
cof the Battelicn,

£o Clcse Alr Suppcrt The Battalicn rcquested ~nd

~eccntreclled uo missicns ccn51§ﬁinp cf 50 scrtiee ¢f fixed wing.

Seven missicns (1l scrties) were ccntrclled by 4A0's with §
missions (6 scrties) ccntrclled by the TACP. . .

b.  Assueclt Heliccpter Operaticns Twe helicopter
asseults (28 scrties] were oxecuted,

c. Aericl 00servut1 n rnd Visuel Reccnnc iggance
Regimentol Ccmmznd ond Contrel cirerafi were prov1{cd for 16
visual TLCLnfLIS<‘nCU :

2. Administretive +nd Legisties Suvpert Fifty-cne

Cedminstrative ond 1cgiftics support misficng were flown in

support ¢f the Battalion ccnsisting,cf»lla scrties,.

e Administrotive Troep Lifts The Battelicn
utlllzed 2 cdminstrative trcop liftes consisting of 32 scorties..

b, Medicbl Evecusticns 4 tetsl of 28 miseicns
were utilized by the fettelicn. There were 30 emcr"ency, L5 .
pricrity and 35 rcutlne medlc 1 svoeustions,

N

!:’P,_\{» v
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H, Legistics,
1., ®Resupply fcr the Bottrlicn continued te utilize
the heliccopter suppcert tecms ettcocehed to grch of the letter
companies, In the latter wcrt of the month twe of these tecoms
were token from the battalion; the twe letter cempenies from
which these teams were teken continued to use the heliconter
support teom frequency on cne of their cwn radics to call in
0ll resupply requests znd cmmuniticon counts,

2. The Battalion forward messhell »rovides o deily .
everage of LOO moerning meals and 925 evening meals of the "AM
ration verity. €0 evening meals were —rovided for the CLG
Merines in the Battalicn TAOR, Fresh meat, »roduce, ice creom
and en everage cf 750 pounds of ice were obtrined from FLC
DeNang doily. :

3, Durins the vericd 2L=26 Juiy the ccmbat elements
of the Bettrlicn commenced mcvement to the An Hoa AO. The
Bettrlicnt's lopistical troin returned to Phu Bai where supplies
tnd equipment were stased fer the adminstretive phose of the move,

2. Supply.

(1) Beorly in this rescrtine pericd ¢ Command
Materianl Moncgement Teesm provided by Divisicn Supply, wrde
¢ "eourtesy" inspection of this fecticn o«nd reported findings ‘
to the Batteolicn Commonding Offlcer All descremcneies reworted
h-zve been corr#cted.

(2) Two M27l Mules cnd twc M1S1 Jeeps were
picked ur cn this fccount frem Feree Legistie Support CGroup
Alpha to reploce two mules evscur ted tc Ckinewa rnd twe JeCyS
degtroeyed in a mceter veliele recil-nt, '

_ (3) Prom 17~19 July o contzct tecm visited
the fcrward orec tce lnsveet weapcns ond instruct perscnnel cn
firet echelon maintenance. Overcll findings were ac tlsfﬂctcry.

b, Moter Transport.

(1) During this revcrting wericd twe (2)
scheols were conducted on M1E1 Jeeps. 4pproximctely twelve (12)
drivers attended the clesssce ond beccme cquclified to opercte.
that vehicle., Due tec the size of the elrgscg it wae possivle
fer eceh driver to reecelve individusnl stitenticn.

(2) A number of re-locewent vehicles wore
received durines this menth., Two (2) M27LALl were received to
replace twe (2) which were on Red Bell in Ckincwa. Replocements
for the Twc (2) M151 invcelved in en sceident were received.

Also one (1) ¥MRC=-87 Radic jeer, plus twe (2) ¥=101 troilerx
1£ T, tne tﬂt 1 of nine (9) vehicles.

-8~
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.5@5@%;_

: (1) There were twc‘c€$es.bf Meloris. during
the month, s

(2) Venecresl discose consisted cf ten (10)
chde of gonorrhea, Helf cof these were scquired on R&K, The
remuinlng five (5) ccees were constrocted ot Hai Van Pase,
Lang Co snd Phu Loe, ¢nd the estoblishments incrimincted
were destroyed,

(3) Two prtients were bltten by rcts Whllu
’slecplng in bunkers in the fcrwcro end .recr cre-8 ond were
given Anti-Robies vrccine, . :

(u) qeventy-five (75) ;atlents were treetcd
in the fleld for gastroenteritis secondary tc drinking con-
teminated water while on ¢ field cpercticn znd twenty-five
(25) of these did not recuire trestment =t the BAS,

"(5) On 6 July 1968 the Ferword BAS held o 7
Med Cep at the new refugee hamlet mesr Lanc Co. Using two(2)
medicel Officers ond five (5) corpsmen, well over two hundred
Vietnamese petients were seen. . i :

(6) The illnesses ranred from twe coses of

tuberculcsis £nd cne eungep1t41 cortic stenocsis to the numercus
cuoses of viricus skin discrders

(7) Dentists visited the Fcerwerd BAS twice
durins the menth of July end did emercency ond . temporcry
dentaol work of the men from all ccmpanies.

(8) & totel number of =-tients seen ct both
Aid Stations wrs 069, The Averzge number of patients scen per
doy wos 22, : ’

(9) Routine Medieel Compiainté:

GaﬂtcenteritiSaoaoco-o..o'oo;136
DiorrNeteceessasseossoscrennsall
Dermatclogicel coml - inte,seedl7
Urincry Troct infectionse.s .23
Opthalmelogic cempleints.....Wlly
Eer discrders...............,.20

I, Commnunicetions.

1. During thris reporting vericd, there were no
laerge scole opersticns which would hinder meintenonce ot the
1st through 3rd echelcn level., The communicctions section received
two “N/PRC 77's and twe X¥B-38's from regiment for testing
. in the field. The initiel testlng proved sctisfictory cnd

s contlnuimg.
.. 1
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"M circuit with regiment using an AN/ PRC-47 was
set up as & drill circwit for one hour each day from 1-1L July.
This progrem was initisted to improve the proficiency of
personnel of MOS 2533, .

3. One AN/ MRC-87 was received by this bettalion,
One, M-151 was received so that componets of an ¥M-119 could
be installed.

Jo CiViC Actiono

1. General. During this reportine period, civic action
programs were centered. primsrily on improving tne health
standerds of the civil populace in the CAAOR., £s a part of
this progrem, four semi-permanant heads were constructed in
the village of Loc Hai, Approximately 116 refugees were relocated
in the 'CAACR, with an 'pproplvte ceremony mcrking the event,
The ceremony weeg ettended by the Commanding Officer and
members of his staff as well 28 District Officials. The lst
Marine Division band provided music for the ceremony. -

2e The PSY~0PS section hes mrde maximum use of
lecflet drops, EB, team <nd face to face communication to
bring the people closer to trhe G. V. N.

3. Medicel Assistance: The following is a breakdown
of the treatment administered,

a, 4An Cu Tay Hamlet 200 treated
b. Trung Kien Hemlet 135 treeted
DentCaps

R \i'

2. An Cu Tay Hamlet Lo

be ILu Tu Village L6

ce Long Co Hamlet 55

d. Lung Ly Hemlet &3

Personsl 4Assistance:

2900 Lbs. of rice
36 bhags of tulger
L0 cens of sclad oil
1000 Lbs of food

70 bags of cement

o .w,;&%de g : -10-
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12 lords of lumber
1l box of clothing

Public Improvements:

Since the last report on Pubklic Improvement,
116 homes have been completed in the Hamlet of An Tu Tav,
One school wes remodled in the Hamlet of Paung Hung, Cne
information booth was construeted in the Village of Loc Hai,
Ten wells are under construction in our CAACR,

Psycholocical Operetion:

Terset Audience Theme
VC/NVA : ; Chieu #Hoi
VC/VA Peace valks
TLocel Populace Peace talks
Local Populacse Peace talks
Locel Populsce | VC‘Steal your ricel
Local Populace Rewards
-11-
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Merine Divicicn {(DNoirny AEF
n Prancigco, Celifornia. 96602
: “ih 1\&&*’4\‘:«“’ ‘ 3/q I .[./am

; %@“ﬂfﬁféf | 34,20
: ;Lﬁi‘§51 (jg”‘éig' : 26 July 196&
5 L ~oPY_.% L el oac—
Frew: Coumanding of 1ccr‘u : .
: Te: - Commanding: OFF lcei, Sth Figrine Rerlment

fubj: Combet OperatJon‘.’fter ”ctlon Peport Operation TUUSTOR

Ref: {a) iaps; . Vietnpm 1 50,060 A8 ¢ ries T701) Sheets 6511
I, IX, III, endiIVs heot“ 60&1 III rnd IV
(pY 1st HETDivV Op0 301-62
{c) &th lMerines QpOr ?01-(8
(d) Bth iwerines Ad#in0 01-68 :
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1. Code Name: Ope* tlon HOU o

2, 'tes : . 010001H July 1968 to 250820H u’ 1968

l

3. Loaction°‘ Phu Loc. Dl«trict Thus Thlen 13rovwr*ce,vRepublic of
s Vietnnm . . , . :

' h;, Control c& Camm¢nd Headou@rtors. ';
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0ONT01H-250830F July68  lstlt. T. D. MARTIN
0o, @y 2450 010001E-172[00E July68  letlt, D. &, DOVE -~ -
T oo - 100D0LE-250630F - Julyé8.  1lstlt, E. J. POOLE -

Co. E, 2/5 ~MIOOOLE-2L700F Julyb8 capt., G. D, H: ND"“IPKSCL
e ‘250“01H-250'30} Julyb8  1stlt.oS. R. DROWE |
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a, Fire Support,'

(1)  Battery B, lst Battallon, llth Herines (1 July to
18 July), Battery Y, o provisionsl battery from 2nd Battalion,
11th Herines (19 July), Battery D, 2nd Battalion, 1lth liarines
(19 July to 25 July), were in direct wupport of the operation,

(2) Battery E, 2nd Battalionj lltn,Marlnes was in general
support of the operation; prorsiding close and continious fire
‘support for thc western portion of the b ttullon's A0,

(3) The. USE PROVID“‘NCE end the USS o1 BR’IL‘N furnished
‘additlonql flre support fer O>arat1an dOUSTON.

(L) Slgnlflcant firu support_ eventa~

B All batteries in support gf the operv ion were
limited to 57 rounds per 105 ube und 20 rounﬁs per 1,5 tube
per 4oy, : ‘ : :

b Air_Bupport,'

(1) Tectical air support conslsted of . fixed wing direct
air support utilizing both heai*d and soft’ ordnance. Rotary wing
was utilized for me@icel eveensctions, passen'er and supply lifts
- and visusal reconnamgsanceimis;1ons.,There was-one eompany size-

helicopter assualt, _ W i 5

N

Te Intell;ggnce.

Ge Gm2, THsk Force;X—Ras and S-2, Eafth Harlnps carried
the Fourth NVAaReglmental Heniquhrters, £nd two subordlnatb
battalions, the K4B and” KS, ian the Arca of Operutlon throughout
the month of July. In addition teo thesc enemy  unit§, an unidente
ified Sapper Compeny, reperted by en ARVN source, and the
guerrilla forcées within the Ares of; Operation were expected to
continue in their ottempts tc interdict High way One and %o herass
friendly units and 1nst 1letions, _ ,

be Although the enemy ecvoided glgnlrlc nt contect for the
month, he increascd his sniping incidents, as well ce herassing
Tire cnd morteyr cttecksy On 20 July & convoy in the EHai Van
arco (vieinity AT 924923) was ambushed by cn estimated four
VC/NVA with autometic weepone fire end one Bef0 round, Thrco
Merincs were killcd, four wounded, end one vehiele destroyed,

Information goiped from Chieu Hoist ond reportq from
other unrelcted sources. on thc possible locrticn of an encmy
aid station led to 2 battalicn operation in vicinity of Hill
592 (ZD 1L40L)e On July 18 Corpany G 2ccounted for 7 VC KIA,
two female PCW's, and twelve individuel and crew served weapons
- captured., Another POW or. 18 .uly reported that his unit {(the
C~2 Compeny of the Phu Jlioc Mzin Force Unlt) was based in’

vicinity 2D 16&053.
e [NELASSITED
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The s ",c entinued to mirc E*Ii.g:ghwr:'me znd booby trap
likely creas or Morino potrols throughout e Arca of Operetion.

On 16 ond 20 July Compony G F:*iﬁos founé and detonated o -
otal of five M=-16 "Tomoto Con' mincs on Hill 88 (AU 807017},

Co Vzllagers of Ling Co-raported th@%~betﬁecn 2400 cnd 0L.00
on 20 duly a detail ©f 10 VC N’/A entered the villoge armed with
"AK=}7ts with the mission of cssesineting the villege officizlss
Peiling in their m:.ss:mnp the enemy left- the ayea, leaving behind
anti-ARVN &nd anul-Amcrlcan propsggndu log flets.

8. HMission: Ensure the proteutlon of thm MSR by defending Routs
#1 «nd 1te vitael links such as bridges, cuylverts ond passes; to
conduct offensive OQﬁrutl@n$ fo dastwey amemy forces, m'terlals,
end posztlons. ) A : :
9. Conecopt of ngratlcn$° The batt@lzon‘ ecompllshed its
missTon by occupying derénsive positd 8 pn vitel bridges

end posses and by vigerous patrolliag £ ambuahing the adjLCUnt

'&I‘C as ¢

0. Execution*

Gn OIIIOOH a platopn from Company 1oeated et ZD 187052
Teceived 39~h@'rounﬁs of mutomctic weapons fige from on
unknown sige enemy Lforce.at ZD 182057, Thn platoon returned 80-
100 rounds of smell) armscnd Lutom&tic waopons fire and ealled an
'fartlllery'mlsswén of 16 Pounds HE unﬁ 1 raundeP LSSmm.(

i

5 The platoon friam Gampanv Hy on o sezcrch
cand cleor mis don &t %26 207053, dstoncted a booby trapped M-26
“frag gremade a@nceulled by a Cepr: tlen ccp. Resulte: 2 USMC WIL
Evec e ,

From July: =3, Company g conducted ae relh rpd cle r Opere=
. otions. near Nurd Tran which t:rmineted with the gre: clossified
as a "free firg sone® on July Lth, Contact during. %6 operetion
~wes light but the compary sucoeded in permaneklyldenying th“t
area to the ememy &s & supply -and harbvoring site,

- . On 021815H, = ®guad from Company F wes checking & culv.yt at
AT 901957 when cn explosive device wius detandted. The devico was

-, frogientory and utflized a trip wirs. Roaulta* 2 USMC WIA Evcc.

: On 03081SH, & Compsny G platoon on 4 sezsreh end clerr mission

i detonoted ¢ ooobv trapped 60mm round ot AU 812049, The area was

searched for other explésive devices with negrtive results.

Resultss 3 USMC WIA Evgc.

From July 31 %o July 17, Comphny D, 1st B@ttullonp S5th Merincs,
woere under opergtlcnnl eontrol of 2nd Battalion, Sth Warlnes
engeging in gearch ~nd ¢Tecr operctions,

From July 13 to July 16, Compeny G snd Company D, 1st Battalion
Sth Marlnes, plus the Commewl Group engaged in counter=-gusrrilla
~ operations in the vieirity o ZD 1606. Btilizing smell unit .
egerescive pﬂtrols, gsevercel onemy harboying sites were found snd
an enemy pe trol wes anmihilated with the eo phure ¢f 12 wecpons
end vorious ecuipment and douments,. ¢
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¢n 180930H, ¢ plotoon from Compony &, ct ZD 135049,
observed 15 chemw clons o treil ot ZD 139050, One plotoon from
Compony G set up & blocking Toreo ot ZD 138054 while two other
platoons from Compeny G pursued S5She cncmy to thu nortaeast
until contcet wes lost ot ZD 140056, Resultse 2 USHC WIA Evre,
7 VC KIA (Confirmed), 2 fomale POWis ond ecpturc of 2 AK4hTis,

2 SKS‘S, 2 BAR%s, 1 PPSH submechine gun, 2 M=l crrbines, 1 Me2 .
¢rprinoe cnd 2 light mechineguns plus 500 rounds AK-L7 o,
eight M=26 frag grenndes, 8 Chicom grenedes, six 60mm rovnds,
end various other esqripment end doaumbnts. :

On 151805%H;, e mirine from Compeny ¥ detoncted e booby .
trapped Chicom grenade nt ZD 204 )08. Results. 1 USMC UIA Evic,

On 1616451, e merine from Compenv G detonated & “Tom“to cen®
mine at AU 807015, cfter thé area hcd been swept once with o
mine detector. The ares wes agoin thorughly: searched finding
one addition mine with Chicom rrenade on it, Results: 1 USHC
KIA, l USHC WIX Evac, rnd Y USMC WIA NonEvec,.

Cn 180800H, ¢ plotoon from Gompeny H &t 2ZD 165046, observed
3 enemy &t ZD 16505@. 45 the. plrtoon ménuvered towsrds the enemy,
they received 5 roundu of smcll nrms fire. The plotoon returned
five M=~79 rounde, eirhty 7.62 rounds, alco 150 rounds of 5.56.
Swecping throush the areg, ‘the plitoon ¢ ~turcd 2 wounded esnemy
and & weason, Results: Capture of 2 POW's, 1 SKS, one M-16
anti-personncl wmine, :nd other papers and militcory equipment,

. On 181175H, ¢ scucd from Comp-ny H, sent to bring the POW's
in, ¢t ZD 164037 coeme under fire from 5 enemy ot ZD 161,038,
The cnemy cppecred to be citempting to kill the rowtg The squud
rueturned fire while the other pl-toon mcnuvered to ¢ blocking -
position. The cnemy broke contact cnd & secrch produced nesotive
results. Results: 1 USMC WIA Evce, 1 VC DOW, 1 POW, and o-pture
of 1 S8KS cnd ¢ M-l6 cnti-personncl mine,

‘ On 201355H, & squcd from Compcny F on patrol responded to |
an cttoek on ¢ merine convey undsr attack ot AT 924923, The

squad fired 30 rounds 106mm ¢nd 31 rounds of 8lmm on encmy positions °

and swept the oren Tinding 3 VC alA dressed in green utilities;
ct 20193010 Coﬁt;nulﬂ” the swecp of the enemy positions the squ:d
cbserved 2 encmy ct AT 922526 ord menuvered towerds them. The
squed cime under fire from an urknown qumber of enemy but cont-
inued to otteck with cutometic end smell crms fire, A serrch of
the area produced 3 rddltlonal enemy )06198. Fesults: 6 VC TA
(Confirmed}, copture of 1 AX-}7, six AK=-i7 megezines, 1 cartridge
belt cnd 2 centeense :
On 202030H, ¢ marine from (ompony G detoncted en unknown type
explosive device +t AU 806016, £ lMed-Bvoe was exlled ond the aresa
wos searched for other explosive devices with negative results:
Results: 1 USIC KIA, 2 USKC WI/ Evre, ‘nd L USHC WIA TFonEvee.
' On 221845H;, o squod cembet pntrol from Compeny P, ct AT
935896, received 1 sniper round from 1 evemy ct AT 931889, The
sgucd returned L0 ronds smcll rrms fire ond secrchsd ths crea
with negetive results: Resul¥s:s 1 uBic VIA Eveoe,

=}y
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Snecial Owerations:

. & On July 1-3 Coupany ¢ conductéd a svarceh and clear

operation in an SOA bounded on the Last by ¥8 rr;a line Z€Jd2, on
West by §8 gricd line ZD15 and on South by 2W grié line ob. This
eres was cleurs >d of* all 1aagaw tants in an effo“t to prohibvit its
use as a aaroor~np 5ite for ene:yr units. :

b, Between July 13 ana 16 Company . G and Cowpany D, 1lst
Battalion, SthMarines, with' a Comiand Group. operated in the
vicinity of ZD 1506. The counter-guerrilla overation succeded in
destroying sevoral harborinz sit:s and 'in a;sacessful ambush
resulting in 7 VG KTA (COnflwmed) and capcure of v&rloxs
equlonent and weapons. o :

11. Resuliss S 3 W o

~ a, Priendl

% U3KC WIA : o
U3iC WIA (&vac) ' E
25 USYC WIANE
2 ap
}J NBC
b, EEEQZ_

18 wVA/VC (ConfLrﬁed) o
VG PCY. ‘ 3

‘AK-h?'s caUuured e

SES captured L

BAR!'scantired .

K=50 3.6 C&Dtufud

HNF’WU)

12, Adwdnistration gnd Loglstiqgi

a, Supply ) B N SN

{1) Resu9ply for the battalion continued to utilize the
Hellcopter Sumvort Teams attachod to each leltter company. The
battalion's prinary supply poin: was the LSA at CAO DOI, The
primoary means of transportation was the battalions six 6x6 trucks
which were supnle:eant sed by helicopitcr air delivery. Battalion
suo»ly contiaued their Torward supply point at the PHU Gla
Battalicn Coriand Post. Two aradrers at that sosition perforimed
limited fiszld maﬁntenance anu r:pair of all weapons orgenic to
the oattallon. ;

b. Messing

(1) Two mess halls in the ba.talion forward aroa
provided g daily averace of Tovr hundrcd nmorn.ar moals and oi. ht
hundred and seventy-five evenins reals of 'the naH ration variety.
These meals wepre »renared.in tre mess halls, and thea dolivered

-5
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to each of the letter companies deployed along Route #1,

. - cs Mobor Transport.

(l) FMotor Transport provided thrae ﬁec%anlva %o the
Battalion Fofward Command Post to preforn ‘second echelon
maintenancee on ghe battalion's vehicYes in the field, '

& Tneatmsnﬁ_ef_easual%iez and dgﬂpiﬁg};zatlong

(Y}, The Battalion Medical Sgeticn continued te operate
two Battalion Ald Stations, one in Phu Bei and one at the
forward CP at Phm Gia Pass. BAS strepgth for the month consisted
of 2 Medical Officers,; ene chief haspital porpsman and 53 hospital
corpsmens . The »ifle companies ‘Aere mﬂ1ntained Bt 7=8 corpsmen
PEr company. , :

t2) Malapia cases dropped to twe daring July which
. is 2 signi¥ieant decvease., Venereal diseases remain at an
b avorage of ton ¢ases a nmonth, Asbies vaccinasion was required
% for two Marines due to rat bites while sleeping in bunkers,

14 (3} On b July 1968, ths forward BAS held a MEDCAP
e at the new refugee hailet mear Lang Co, Two Bedical Officevs
and five ecorvsmen treated over 200 Vietnamsse czvilians.

2 (L3 One Dental Ofrxcer and one Dental %achnialan

. visited tho forwnrd B&S on thre: occasions conductz.ng DENTCAPS
for the loval populace, Aprroximately fifty liarines ‘were
administered temporary dental treatment. The Dental company
furnished one Dental Officer fo= the narcotics gontrel board
for the momth of July, : h e < . .

e, Gommunlcatlons.

5

/

{1} This phase of Opcration HOUITON provxdvd excellent
opportunities for second echalen maintenance of cemmunications-
electronies equipment. Thirty-31x PRC=25 radios were calibrated
and aligned. Seven PRC-25's arc awaiting third ‘echelon maintainance,

13. Commander's Analysig:.

The battelien’s primary miesion during the fourth phase
of @peration HOUSTON was to protect the Division MSR in its
arca of ovorations. During thic roporting periocd the command

successfully accomplished its mission., The battalion accomplishod

its mission by employing combat patrols and small uwnit ambushes
te deny the enemy access B¢ Route #1, keeping hin off balance
and preventing him from massing his forccs, and by maintaining
defensive positiens on key: bridges. :

Efforts to 1aintaln an offensive 6130051tlon were himdsred
‘ by the tactical mission of:providing security for three key
bridges and other fixed installations in the :roa of operatians.

- (Trasesmns |
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ccmmcadations.

That added responslbll ty be givsn to ARVN and/or CAG
units for bridge sccurlty in the A0, This would enable USHC units
to free zdditional units for participation in offensive
opsrations agalnst enonj base arcas and lines of comnaq1c1tlon.

o S

Udobasies)
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