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D, MARTIN " 11=30 .AprG8
T, D, MARTIY l=3 Apr58
. R. BROWN "~ - - 4=30 Apré8
R. EOFMANN JR.  1-20 Aprb8
Js uuV" © 0 121 Apr68
WEDS 1-30 Lpr58
1-30 Apr68

)

P b 7y b
43 b G et
{ 5

[ &2 2]
3
\VERYY]
¥
Ly

b e o

“

b D Ty

.J.Jt G.G j\La 7 -‘%OApl“éa
AT c J‘o F. T -30 Ap:'éa
" (unﬁ T3, FTEE TIT -20 AprH8
G T Go LSULE Ae ho DORNEACH ~30 Aprb8

Apr5H8
Apré68
hpré8
LprsH8

.LJ. A‘L 1.

3

o -
bt bt GNP O ot BT (e 3 e
A

QOO

e . . GO (:C‘ F B R ua.!_. Lv ,ula Prs - Ap.‘?és
. GO (9] (:{L C'{:’--Ot Co Lo - AUI’&)B

PO W PO PO U Voo

Wo Fo BARVEY

[ 3

o
L
)

J

L AD“68
' . o tanld B. Al DOVE - 27-30 4pr6d
CO Co 2. Capt G, D, *NDRT”'.»ON- L 1a22 ApréB
' ‘ T AN ‘ 22-25 Apr68

-

D W. KE

% G. Do HEWDRICKSCN  26-20 Apxr68

| OFF EAL
S . 3 LB

A

]

i Ay . ~ .
:--' ’,’ o L -
; S .
Y I PRI R
N ’ S .

s

DECLASSIFIED

b



DECLASSIFIED

-

o
hE2D
*

T, NERTLTIVE SULMARY

During +%his reporting pnrlod the 2nd Battallon, 5th Marlnes
oOsn*ﬂueﬂ,Jto mission of protdBting the Division 3R. This task
wag accomplished by ﬁmplcvnan 0L mumerous company arnd platoon
size patruau into suspocted enemy bese coamp sites and continual
squad gize fmbushes ALong encny voa+es ol approach to the IM3R.

A platoon (reinforced) cutpont was maintained on Bach Ma until
17 April 1¢C8 when tuey were withdrewn in preparvation for Operation
BaXTHER GARDENW .

During *he month & mors efifcctive system of liasion and coord-
ination with elements of CAG 3-was ost teblished, Each company with
a CLP unit in its arsa of op tione provided ons NCO to act as
liasion wiih that CaP. The ion NGOG is provided with e radic

and monitors the compeny tasticael nst. All requests for fire
support are pasgscd througly the liazion NCC to the company ad
Battalions - - : RN e

With the moath drawing to a clcge, the Battalion found itseclf
engaged in two operations simult uncouslyo While still sengaged in
Opecxation HOUSTOY , ihs Battailon divided its forces and with
gcttachments from otlsr units hsgzan Uperation BullTiR GARDEHN.

J

'ﬂ:
,'_)

While on Cporeotion 2uFTER GLADEY, the Battalicn worked in
close coordinaticn with tanka, “atos and amtracs. The coordination
with thie trosked vehicles required a minimum amount of time and
was very sucanszsiygh,

”TGJIWTCL {T_BLVELNLS o

HCH-341TLE
ON-SETION  DETHS 20TAL
6 36

0
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| ,ﬂarratlve Summary. Tho average chargeable gtrength
- of . the Battolion remalned Annve 8{% of tho mannlng level through~
- cut the month,. : 4

B, Discipline, Law and Ofder.

; - N\
1. Courts-Martial;. Trled ¢ , Pending '2 P '
LX - - a . R 3 ] gy +
. 20 ﬂcn«Ju‘ﬁclaE.?un P;monf 7“ - i s
2 s Bnyott 113 on Cnpmanda. A ST
‘ba ' By Company fiommander 1 ' .

Coe | 4o*hio, 2.8 and ﬂ%apiuﬂn?s Activitios¢.~

-

'Tlc moralo of

fod
a

the Battalion‘is:considered exoellent.

tles weére not avallablo for the Iarlnes of
rin

cs ddc Lo oncrablonal commlttmont Ncc-

2. PX facili
ali 5 HMa

L
s fov limited 1t a, uhe PA a, Pbu Ba_.

3. Chaplain?s Astivities: During thc month of ‘April the
Chaplain was &blo to moke scverel wisits to the campaniecs and re-
ports that the goncral morals of the men is excellent, Included
" in services8 this month were the varicus CAP units in our TAOR,
Alao attending thesc services were a few of the PF!s. Thore were
2 total of 18 masses celebratsd during the month with a total of
tending, h56 of thesc men received Holy Commynions The
75JV1swtcd a Catholic orphanage located in the village
and on two osccasions has takcn food to the orphanago.
wag groebly appreciated by tho Vietnamesc priests.
its %o Dalang and Phu Bal were also.made during the
tal of 10 mon were visited by tho Chaplain, COn Easter
oY oth Catholic and Protcstent scrvices at the Battal ion
OGP with a total of 107 men attending. The Clizplain left for R&a
s the 16th of the wonth end scrvices were heold by the HRegimental
“kaplain during his absenses 4t present the Chaplain is also '
rosponsible for I CAP uwnits wid hln cur TAOR plus units of the 1lth
Teeings and the SeaBees, 1

_)Jj

RS

Z. Intelligence.

2pale Intelligonce was received from the following
“Epril: III MiF G-2, lst-MerDiv.G-2, Task Force X-

prRogt S-2, 3rd ITT, 13th ITT, lst CIT, Thua Thion

. 1 Loc Dlsurlru Pq, CLC Hotcl and the local popul-
i Loe Digtricte S -

o Ba i’oqubﬂt 14&180n visits were made to-the Phu Loc

e ﬁtorue

= | UMELASSIFIED
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orame caroful gnd continuocus study of all incidents,
spob roports rcsultcd in adgustmant of nightly Hi&lls and TPQ 10ts,
The S-2 scetion plottud targets from 1nformation.re¢¢ivod and docmed
nost accuratc.
2. Tho ‘S~2 scouts and Kit C&rson chats ‘Were utillzedfin
various intelligence gathering roles. The scouts were assxgned to

 the compenies in the field to assist in handling of captured

personncl, documcents and equipmcnt,. Vietnamesc interpreters were
essigned to the zompanios: and a sub team of the 13th ITT with a

Vletnﬂmese iptorprc ber was assigned to the Battalion.

3. 4n intelligence briefing was prepared and presented
daily at the Battalion Commander's Briefing, where 1ntelligﬁnoe
information was dissenminated to unit leadors.

4. Ghe All/PPS~6 Battlefield Surveillance Reder end one PSID

8ecsmic. Intrusion Device were employed as an carly warning system

by Companics E and G at Thu Loec Pirec Base (ZC077987). One 4N/PPS-b
was employcd by Company F at the Nucec Ngot Bridge (ZD152010}.

The PSID was omploycé on ambushes as wcll a8 perimeter defensc,

The S-2 socction has a total of nine AN/PPS-6 Radar sets. Thore

are prosently threo radar techniciansg in tho sect?on, providing
instruction on opcriation and wmeintenance to pursonnel of this
Battalion. a8 porsonnel become trained, additional sets will be

ewployod.
Nhpat St el

: ey
PR TR

S; %ta*lstlcs of uusualltles and Lgulpmont.

Ll

.NVu/VC KIA(C »r) 65

VAK~4?" e ‘fi“'””_"?f1¥L*

:;éKS L S L 1;7. ‘.’
16 2 3
wa 1

RED: v - 1

- . Bu40 Rockot 'aﬁhcher > 1

:Gthom Grenaﬁés "i  .,.i" ' 12 '

: ﬂlﬂns und Booby Traps:“ ;  ‘ 12

- Sa h Charges , ," : 'iuJ 
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Aimunition

MG Barrel

‘B»L;o' Rockot Chargeg |

Mogazines

Lmmunition Pouchos

.

1600 7z 7462 1@33;;'

14 B=h0 rds, 875 r
‘AKPu7,”7 dandoliera

762 U.5.
1 Unknown £ollbor
2
2 hBelPy ) Hedb-
1 ¥VA, Y U.S.

Grenade Pouches 2 N4
82mm Mortar'Sigh% 1
Cartridge Belt 2 NVa
". _ ‘ Holmet = 3
o delmet Liner | 1
Rico , 7 (35 1bs) Bags
Medicdl Supplies 2 Oéches
Gas Masks 2
Shirts | iy
Trousefs o l:
Sandals 2 pair
.f T Pack o | 1
| | Bayonet : 1

Ta Trainingo'

1. During the month of April, 79 personnel completed the
2evtelion/Regimentel Indoctrination Course. Training omphasis
EEl placed on weapons safety and the d anger of using Marijuana.

2. Use of the HMACV firing ronges enhanced the trainin
and allowed a numbor of personnol to conduct femiliarizetion firing
with overy weapon they mey be called upon to use during their tour
in Vietnam, _

. i
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w4ng the month, tho Marines of 2nd Battglion, Sth
HMorines attendod the Tollowing formal schools

s Division Leadership Schools .. .

be Viotnamose Larguage School (IIT MAF)
ce Vieotnamese Language School (Okinawa)
d» Mmbarka tLOD Scheol (Okinowa)

‘B84 D visiocn Imbarkation School

£, Basic Orzanic Lccounting School

go AW/EN Training Course

HEHMPDMDNDD D

Fe Specinl

le Through the use of ambushes ond cxtonsiVéﬁbhifﬁliihg
along avenues of a"-vQ’ch, sceurity of the.vital ISR between the

Kuoe Fgob Bvldgg_{u,.)“O’G; and uhu Rock Crusher site (ZD021021)
was eflfectivily provided by this comuan .

2. During the month of Abril
initiated rice (Cﬂ]”l crerations ugu:
scourity for ths »ico kﬂrveuu of the

o 2nd Batballon, S5th larines
nst cnemy forecs to provide
local pecpulacc.

3. During the month the Battalion continuod its particip-
ation_in Obla‘» cn ENUSTON.

ils Socond Batralion
sontrol of Com : A
.in Operaticn B

1ncs asaumed operational
1cn, 27th Marines for
“Ejﬁmg 18=-21 spril 1968.

Morines. participated in Operatif)
ith 2llied forces, 19-26 April

‘.‘76(} [

T. Seceond Battalion, Scventh Moarines assumed operational
ompuny G, 2nd Zottnlion, 5th Harines cn 27 Aprid 1968,

o Tueloor, 2iolozical, Cheaical Warfors £7d Do fonug,
2 P:tbaiiun, Eﬁl M “inus currlod =72 ;nd €S =7,

- [V
AT e

1% Tube, E-8 CS Gas Louncher was
Operetion BAXTER GARDEN as an
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ormand. and Control. LtCol E. C. CHLATHAM JRe. commanded
the -quv“l¢.u, Sth Farines daring the month of April. "The
Battalion remuined undsr the administrative and opercticnal. control
of . Gth “’rqu phg‘dLnt during thoc mnonthe

I, Glose-combat& See Port IV (#2 and #3).

L - - .
Je  Firs support.

1. Bdttor” L, 2nd Battalion, llth Morines in direct

" support or 2nd Batitalion, Sth Morines, suppcrted unit operatlons

in the Batth"‘cm Ta@® and the Regimental 40,

'~'2."’uttcr7 W, 2nd Rattalion, 13th Mafinos; lat Provisional
Battery, lst FLC: 8% Bottery B, 1lst Battalion, 1lth Marines;
Battory 59 2nd Battalion, 11lth Marinss; and the USS CONE all

providod fire support for opsrationg.

ar

» 2. Battery E fi
HE, 106 of WP, 108 of il

red 101 missicns, oxpending 91h rounds of
lumination and 6 rounds of HC smoke .

s

be Slp.wun ant Pirs Supoort kvents.

Coa Battery B displa 1 Lee Dien and occupied the

. ERY, Oy
" Phu Loc Fire Baso in order o provido cloge and conmbtinucus flre

gupport for the Battailion.

b, TPirsg Drorlazoral Battory was formed, Battery W
the USS CONE was on stqtlun in

G Gugno,u for 2nd Battalion, Sth Marines
LsRDiSR . -

b, CJloso Air Suppert, The Battalion requested and
coatralled 300w is“lkrs which consisted of 63 sorties., Of thesec,
' ; 3 ties ) were provided by armed he llcopters'und
t sortics) by fixzed wing., A1l close air support
0oy airborno. 55633;

pter Operations. The Battalion
opter rngsaulta which consisted of

Cn »JLDS
requested @na <AonaL
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190 sortics. Thcsu assaults were plamnediznd &ccompliéﬁ@dhﬁg 8
pars of Oﬂbiatlun PaATER GARDEN. ~

d, Aorlal Observation and Visual Reconnalsances Tho
Battalion utilized 27 acrial obscrvation missions consisting of
27 sortics. The Battalion Commend cnd Staff scetions utiiized 7
visual roconnolisanco missions consisting of 1L scrtics provided
by Regimentol Command and Control asireralt.

: ce - Flarec Shipse. The Battalion requested and received
6 missions mh: i conzistod of 6 sorties.

2. ALdministrotive and Legistics Support. During Operation
B4XTER GARDEN all lcgisticel missions wore reouested and eontrollod

at the Pog:mintul Jevel, The towel adininistrative end logistical
support consisted of 50 m'sa*ons {108 scrties). Of these, 17
missicns (38 sortics) were provided by the Regimental Comwmand and
Control airerait.

fe Rosupplys The Battalion utilized 18 missions: (39
sorties) for resupply; of these 15 missions (30 sorties), werc
provided by the Regimental cmmﬂnd and Control alrcrafi,

b. Medical Evocuation The Battalion requested and
receoivéd W2 missicns (8l scriies) 0¢ which lL missions {8 sorties)
ere provided by the Regimental Command end Control airecraft,
re were 16 cmorgency, 32 pricrity cnd 41 routivs medizal evaee
i

L.  Geng f’ula

2. During the month of April the Battalion's logisties

sgetion continued noranl orsraticns, Thn S-li, Battalion Aid
hud_LCﬂ, Supply and Hotor Tre nqpoft ctions maintoined perzonnol
3 oth the roar command post at Phu 2¢i and the forward comrmand
‘a0 Doi (zD28%5028). The sscoticns in the rear handled the
istical and adninistrative matters while the forward
rasghondcd to the Battalion's eperabticnal requirenents.

b, Resuprply of the compenies in tho field was offected

arily by truck. Two trucks, TiaD from Regiment, were eniloyed
gnduuuLLOﬁ with the Beattalicn's orgonic assets. A reinforced
ioned at Bach Mo {(%C054915) for the first
resupplied exclusively by heﬁinopto Nec
*obleoms were cncountercd during the mupth.

(SR )

Fak e
br

oG

D
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TECP Le b was mpde te collect the soiled utilitics ang
those collected were sont to the reour to be laundored. When the
utilities hud been. cleared thoy were 1'°ew'umnec:1 o the field where
tney wers ro-igsuod, T

: de The fiecld moss contlnues to improve. The Battalipn
has been recciving “A" raticns on & falrly regular basis maklng for
a greater variety of more enjoyable meale

s On 19 april Operation BiXTER GaRDEN began. Helil-
copter Suppcort Teams moved with the comranies and the Battaliom
Command Posta Additicnal teams were staticned at the supply pointsg
The operetion was supperted out of two landing zcnes, une ncar the
Batbtalion rear, the othor at 48P-1l. Class. I, II and III supplies
and small ¢vms wmmition was sent from the fcvmor landing zone
and the heavier Clegs V ordnance was corricd out of the lattor.
Extonsive use was mado o‘ the new COFRalM manitliong, The S-l section
sent perscnnel to accompany tho comeand group while other membors
of the soctiom re malnod ip tho rcar to coordinate the resupply 7

“fortﬁ. Jonsiderable succoss was Ahnnevud in recovering ths weapons
and equinuent of cosualities.

uc 8
Lo
.l

2. Supplye
shout the month of ipril, Battalion Supply

of Baulpmend Custody Records and Individual
vrds in preparation for the forthcoming Jommand
spoct :

. 2. Throu
continued the nrdating
Hemorandum RBocelpht ca
Matorial Managowont 1

b. ¥ow, chromed chambered M~ié rifles were issued to
1. to dats, all hands cuthorized that weapon have
i the execoption of 25 porscnncl. '

$ cuntinues its cssossment of the
ss end .45 ecliber pistols following
o 1
5]

combat lcsa of H-lb rif
Oporation HUL CITY: To "1-.

fomt
B

cn recoerd; 1,013 M-167g

2
LG QCCOUQUud for indi ] f 13+4 ,“ ﬁv fivo caliber
o

la acocuntad for, nunber
ng o less of 260 A compaz
; morandun Ra C
mtalilon are nob
Tave beon submitb

cl, thoe above 1

ison cf on oourd poL onncl to In-

rde indicates that 22 Marines in

r & weapcn according to srmory records
a upen inventory of subjcct

loss should be lowcred consglders

e d‘ vs] "‘J
@]

o

Q

P

=t

=8

o’

Al

c+
= u g

initiated fcr 211 mlas=
inated thot an accurats

£

JGCI' *‘"1211’\ 1 J."‘].(.L}Y .\.968@

the menth, Division noted a deficicney in
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Gas Musks ond Flok Jockets. This section wag ablé éo‘ébtﬁfﬁ 56'
. Flak Juckots in Danang but is oxperiencing a ghortoge of Gasg losks,
~Both items areo on roquisiticn and have been nominated for Red Bally

) fo. Junglo utility trcusers have been in short supply
at Ferec Legistics Support Group-filpha this month and this Battalien
has 1,200 c¢f ussortod sizes on roquistion.

g+ 4Lt tho beginnimg of Operaticn BAXTER GARDEN, thore
was 2 noed for plastic water contoiners which were not in stock.
An attempt is being made tc cobfain this item in Danang.

~ h. As a result of Operaticn HUL CITY, Battalion Supply
legrned that o mcre up=-to-date acccunt cof casualitics rust be re-
ported to the drmery in crder for en sccurate cssessment of woapons
to be obtalned. 4 policy that S-1 make o« report to this section
ag casualitics arc confirmed wes initicted at the start of Oporcticn
BAXTLR GARDEN.

i. During April a Division Supply hLssistance Team .
vigited this ssction and offcered cdvice cn procedures decling
with new supply dircctives.

_ je Battalion Supply'!s anticipatod move to another
wapchouse offoring iore space was agoin delayed indefinitely.
Leeordingly this sceticn is undergeing major rencvation in its
" present locaticn in preparction fur the forthcuming Command Matore

ial Managenont Inspcction, ' '

3. otor Transper®s In excoss of half the Battalion's
et vehicles woroc uded by the forward camaond pcest during the
menti . It wor neoecossary to assign o mechanic and & dispateher to
the ferword comand post on o permsnent basias

e Qoumunicobicns,

ae¢ Wirc Scetion, The wirc sceticn mainteined twe .
coporate operceting compenents, one at the Battalion ferwoard CP
Juo Do4) and ancther at the administrative rear (Phu Bai). Five
sodr eoblo was laid thrceughcut the forward CP to provide better
wnleaiticns, The Battelicn is currently using a TRC-27 and &
=602 rad o relay van to provide cuamunications with the roar.

[
T

e Radic Secticn. Six cnbtonnag, RC=292, were roceivod
this mcnth loawving the Baticlion cnly twe under the requircd T/E.
Classcs have lL-on cunducted on the PRC-L7, MRC-83 and thce MRC-87.

¢. Toch Shep. During the menth the Toch Shep recolived
1¢5 piecos of camwunicatinng cguipnont in nced of repair. O0f thesc

DECLASSIFIED
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: Lt g
1.-,{3% 1‘%%1 S f@c’o the administrative ro'*’ Phu Ba?—:.. By Gi‘ose

,~”OO”Clﬁqtl“ﬂjbOtW60n radio supply and the. Tech Shop3; commurications
goar in neod of ninor repalrs wore 1ﬁmcd1utely repaired thus saving
pogssible costly repairs in the futurse

=%

: : ‘de Generator Section. A PU-239 E/G provides the power
for thc Battallon CP. During bthe month z contact team from FIS G=A
worked on the generator. Due to lack of parts the contact toam
could only edvise what parts wecre nceded and should be ordered. A

.DC- generator was instulled in the PU-239 and parts nceded are on a
Prlorlty 02. : ’ ‘ ’

¢o Message (enter. The message center is operating
In two areas, the forward end vear CP, Besides their normal traffie,
ull radio messages are transcribed in message format and handled by
the message cenior.

5, Battalion Aid Stut ione

a. Significant Events.

‘ (1) On 31 March 1%8, the Division Surgeon, Captain
R, W. JONES, visited the Bartalion &id Qfation at Thu Bai. He
conducted an inspection tour of the Admini tion and Record's
Office, Medical Suvpply, and olserved sick call and the ward in
operation.

{2) The immunization program instituated last month
wag sucscssfully comp¢vtcd this moenthe A I man shot team immunizod
293 ruvogglers with o total of 743 shots,

I {2) The forward Battalion Aid Stﬂtion launchod a
Jivie ﬁiﬂ‘ ““ocwam in the svrrounding villages. Two hig Z

; ind Caps were completed, tresting a total of MB
Viacngmcso hﬂtlon)¢so

oo Medical Officer and

‘ (L} On 19 Aprid 1968,
. ! to the 2attalion Cormand Group

K3
1
Iogpital Corpsmen were assignsed i
Orerotion BAZTER CGARDEN,

e  New Develomments,

{1) The Battulion Aid Sta
o bullalzgs for modis R faci]itJeso One bu*;ulng has
' o the Administra ion end Rocovrd's Office and HMediecal
ond bullding has boen.d081gnuJed as sick cull, troate
a #ix bod-ward., Improvements of both bulldings cre
5 '5h includes the installation of new screens
intericr of the buildings, and construc tlon of

shwlves for e*oriag of drugs in sick call,

Qs

i
[t

ol L e

DECLASSIFIED



DECLASSIFIED

(2} ‘Tho fcrwerd Battalion 4id Steticn has super-
vised a ficld sanltaticn program ot the tunnel, 1nclud1ng a rodent
and pest Canfrul progrom, . :

Ce Problem arces, The 31gn1f1cant problem area this

menth hes boen the noticcable inerease in the number of diarrhca
CESCSe

o
o

aveorage number c¢f military patients seen daily..31
Humber of military patients scen this nonth.....934
Humbcr of referrals to cubt patient clinicS..e...29

¢, Routine Modical Complaints:

Di&rl’heaoéovnoooocoo- DGGIlO?

TJRIQI.OGQlcnnn.ocnaa-‘t.éoj—u-

DormatitisScensoscsascacsssl5b
Stomach Disordcr8coseescesle
Visual Discordorscsasssessel’l
Lar InfectiiNSsseoesasccsel
Gastroontcritis.....,...aeuj

FUOeoolaooc-oAcusson. -0058

£. The most significant discaso this month was Derm-

vic Action.

;,.u.

[

During this reporting pprlod, 2nd .
centered their Civie Action program on
sk aps were concentrated on egsisting the CAP
in tnb TAOR, Ths £~5 section has also initiated a progrem
formation Rnd lPStPuPulOﬂ on Hzelth and Sanitation. This

2 Health and Sanitaeticn ©s ters which have been

e #1 in the Phu Loc District and has bsen assisted
Td Do newspaper These papers are distributed
lauus in. the ”AOR and to Phu Leoc District Head-
ains local news and ideag pertaining to personal

2¢ Fayv-ohological Opsrations.

e 8o During thce month the psyops section has continued

1T
L N
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—~ maximam usc of loaflet drops and acrial broadcasting in tho TAOR,

b. The psyops scction has saturated the area south of
CAP-H~6, vicinity (%C1897). Due to extensive aerial broadcasts and
leaflets drops we have had several V(¢ and NVA Chisu Hol from this
area. The payops section has also inereased the hand dissemination
of psyops litcrature such ss the Tu Do newpaper, Chicu Hol Balls
and Chiew Hoi pense The psyops soction has increased the dis-
semination of posters pertaining to VC and NV4 atrccitics along
Route #1l.

de The target audiences and themes were as follows:

TARGLT AUDILNCE THEE
giviliens VG kill and destroy, GVN builds

Don't Shield the VC
Report VO activity
Rowords

Drive VC from your home
VG steal your rice

BYA/VG Chicu Hoi
What Chiou Hol means to the NVA
Eally now and begin a family 1life
Rally scon or dic
Foad to fwoedom Chisu Hoi
You are deceived by your lsadors
Defeet or dic

= - — e
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ELADQUARTERS
2nd Battallon, Sth flarines
- 1lst Marine Division . (Reln), MR
FPO San Francisco, Calii‘o »nia %602

2nd BN 5th MAR [ Ser: 019-68
. EGD/s jh -
, COPY H: QF ’ 28 Aprll 1968
From: Commanding Officer :
To: Commanding General, lst Marine Jlnsmn (Attn G-3) i :
Via: Commandlng Oi‘flcep Sth Marlnes ' S R N

Subj: Combat Operatlons After Actlon Report S e

ef: (a) Maps" NS Vletnsm 1 50 OOO Series L701L;. Sheets
‘ o) 6541 I and IV and 6516% III 55 |
b) CG TF XRAY FRAGO 21- Lo TR
(c) Sth Map 0PO 301-68 "~ ﬁihh‘ S'@ Fi
() Sth Mar ADO:301-68

(e) 5th Mer CEOI - ;.fcf"f’jfré;- =<5E§155?Q3??;??;¥

Encl: ’/(;.; Operatlon Overlay %ég e '_"g \i
/ Operation Overla

AA3) Operation Overlag (3) G@PV RD. /GF 8 /

\\

l. Code name' Operatlon BAXT}:.R GARDEN (Search and- Destroy)
2. Dates of Operatlon° 190800H-2612OOH Aprll 1968

3. Location: Central THUA THIEN Province :munedlately East o:f.‘
HUE CITY 1n PHU VA‘\IG Dlstrlct.

..L. Control or. COmmand Headquarters.

an Bo- ( ) (Rein), Sth Marlnes S Ltcol CHEATHAM -

Co E, 2/5 . 19O8OOH-23OdOOH¢ c1 . capt ° 'NORTON
_+ - . .230800H-261200H "~ . .~ 1stLt. . ‘POLENTZ
Co H;"2/5 190000H-222000H .1 . . Capt’ ' . HENDRICKSON
- 222000H~261200H 1stLt.  KEENE
H&S €0,2/5 190800H-261200H . 1stLt ° DORNBACH
Co B,1/5 190800H-2}1100H.. . .  Capt . BEAUCHAMP
Co C,1/27 190800H-211030H * - - Capt FARMER .

Co D 1/27 ‘190800H-—211030H 7 . CaPpT KAHLER

B. Task Organl zstione

A. Phase I..190800H to 2124)0h o ;
2nd Battalion (Re in), 5th Marines LtCol CELATHAM
THES - ca(‘ﬁ(ﬁeln Z;g lstLt DCRNBACH

..1_

X DOD DM%J 520010
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COR—E ;. L

Company "E"
Cémpany ?H“
Company “B"

2nd Battalion, S5th Marines
2nd Battalion, 5th Marines
lst Battalion; Sth Marines

(Returned to 1/5 at 211100H)

Company “C" lst Battalion, 27th Marines
(Returned to 1/27 at 211030H)
Company "D" 1stBattalion, 27th Marines

(Returned to 1/27 at 211030H)

B. Phase II; 211400H to 261200H
2nd Battalion (Rein), 5th Marines
H&S Compa y(-)(Rein),
Company "E" from 211L00H-230800H
from 230800H-261200H
Company "H" from 211400H-222000H
from 222000H~-261.200H

2ndPlt Company"A" 1lst Tank Battalion

from 211,00H-261200H
2ndPlt Company "“AW AT, lst Tank
Battalion - from 211),00H-261200H
Det, Co B, 1lst AMTRAG, 3rd AMIRAC BN

from 211400H=-261200H

6. Supporting Armse.

a. Fire‘Support

I-l/

Capt
Capt
Capt

Capt

Capt

LtCol
lstlt
Cupt
lstLt
Capt
1stLt

cwo

1stlt

S3GT

105 Provisional Battery,
g" 8" Howitzer Battery,
NGF USS CONE :
2" Mortars H/2/13

105nm ‘ E/2/11

NORTCN
HENDRICaSON
BEAUCHAMP
FARMER

KAHLER

CHEATHAM
DORWBACH
NORTOWN
POLENTZ
HENDRICKS ON
KEENE

CARROLL
SMITH

PEREZ

1stFAG
1sti»AG

1. Throughout Operation B AXTER GARDEN, fire support coor-
dination at Battaelion level was adequate., Companies were prompt

in reporting their positions. Artillery and air personnel coor=-

dinated med-evacs, air strikes, and resupply missions in order
that artillery rires could continue without delay once air missions
were completed. Naval Gunfire was used to advantage when air
missions precluded the use of artillery. Response time by sup-
porting artillery battalions for fire missions was considered
excossive in many instances; the fire was accurate,.

2. Fire liissions -Qbserved Unobserved -
1c5H 22 1
2" 0 1
11} 1 O
HGF N g
81xm . 15 -2
g e T

Rt e
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. \~
(3) founds sxpended HE WP ILL HCS
105H Q937 Ly 1 1
.2 190 0 0] Q .
NGF . Y u23 0 . 0 o
gv-. .. L A 0 5 3 - -0
b. 4ir Support .
(1) Air .support was con51dered outstandlng throughOut the .
operatlon. RV S o o LY
(2) &~ problem arga existed in the %0 ' due to' the. prdxiva

ity. of the PHU 3AI Air Base, it's approach corridors and:.. -
,the air traffic transitlng the A0 from' DANANG-to the Horth-
ern I Corps gred. The lack of p031t1ve control-of air at o
Tower altitudes was exhibted by aircrew disregarding ex-
; 1st1ng ‘procedure.. of checklng for bAVAPLAWEb ‘ahd -causing

" repeated check fires of artlllery and to a lesser extent’
‘,;naval Gun Flre.: : ek :

L

(3) The assault troop llfts were respon81ve to command re=-

qulrements and were controlled and bxecuted in an excebt-
1onal mannor. NS ST . , _ :

.(@l Due. "to, the. strength of fortlflcatlons Nalem‘Snakeeye, and e

:‘small ‘arms were ineffective against @ll- except fleeting

" tdrgets of oportunity. Five hundred and seven hundred- and
flfty pound bombs, whertused’ with suitable: delay, were :
very cffectlve as were Zun1 and 2 75 FFAR.r o i

.: Tank’ "‘upport

(1) lanks Wwere used 1n dxnect support of the companles. They

‘enabladthe companies to react aggr6581vely gnd quickly -
against all types of enemy fire. They were also used for

''rapid deployment of troops into intermediate’ ‘blocking pos~ .
‘pltlons to either flank.- LXcellent support wes afforded

oloclflnb 0081t10ns w1th the use’ of the Ven1cles.~v

4q. Ontcs,bupport -t “5‘m:‘-.nw ' jﬁ~“ Lo R T A

(1)

Ontos were employed in much the same manner as tanks. -
The ontos encountered difficulty in negotiating some
tree-lines and trénches but moved satisfactorily in

sandy~arsas. Thelr min¥mal fael capacity hampered some
’ta t1c 1 oper’
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Ce LVT Support

(1) LVT's affordced the commander a mobile and flexible CP
enabling him to displace when and where he cculd most effectively
control maneuver elements,

7. Intelligence.

a. Enemy strenght prior to the operation carried by S$-2 5th
Marine Regiment was two local force companies (C~116 and C-117),
the 802 NVA Battalion, possible elements of the 804 Battallon,
and an unknown number of local gucrrillas,

b. While conducting the operation, contact was made with
unidentificd units up to reinforced platoon size; howsver, the
enemy generally limited their activities. to harassing by mortar,
small arms and automatic weapons fire, sniping, and mining in-
cidents. The majority of the surprise explosive devices/mines and
punji pits were found on secondary trails and in hedgerows in the
vicinity of the road running NW to SE frowm YD865262 to ¥YD923207.
ARVN forces had alsc planted mines in the vicinity of the compound
located at YD906235,.

ce The local populus - in the AO was considered pro-communist,
eand no information of intelligence value was gained from the
preople. In many arecas, anti-American propaganda slogans were
written on the walls of uninhabited houses. The entire AC contains
a network of trenchline and spider holes; and in addition to the
normnal family bomb shelter, H&S company found & concealed hiding
compartment under a hay stack located at YD86626l. In a house
located at YD854250 approximately 2500 pounds of rice (1000 pounds
in sacks, 1500 pounds in straw barrcls) was found and destroyed.

de The terrain in the A0 is primarily flat land, with rice
paddies snd graves in the viecinity of grids, YD8523, 8623, 8522
and 8622. A nearly continuous inhabited treeline runs the length
of the coast line from vicinity YD885252 SE, to the peninsula in
the vicinity of ZD0211 . Between this treeline and the road running
from YD865262 SE, to ¥D931207 and beyond, is a stretch of sand
with gravegs and an occasional marsh area, Of particular signifigance
is the fact that a treeline exists from ¥YD 905220 SE, to YD959175
that does not appear on the map. The terrain is sultable for
tracked vehicles; but offers little or no cover or concealmente

-l
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e. Captured LEguipment and Casualties.

49 NVA/VC Kih(CONF) S : -
11 Detainees MR T e
bAK-UT1s o o R
1 0o MG
2 M=16ts
1 H8-1 .
17 rds 60min mortars {Chicom)
1 rd 60mm_mortgr__(U‘S )
17 rds B=40 rockets = -
L4 B=}4O rocket charges

. 1 Anti-Tank mine  (unk type)

8 M-79 rds - e R

S ChicCom Groenades A

1 m-26 Grenede

50 rds .50 cal link amo (U.S.)

1400 rds .30 c&l link ammo (U. S )

700 rds APD ‘link ammo ..

1000 rds AR-U7 amo’ *’T‘

1000 rds 5.50 smmo ' L R

12 % 1v TNT, block cnarges w/blastlng caps.-
blastlng caps ' :

gas mask (Chi.’om)

entrenching tools ,

stéel helmet (U.b.) )

LK=UIT7 mag o

Nva packs

carrylng sacks

pieces plastic »

pr green’ utllltles R ST e

khaki uniform - - - - 0 v T AT

pr khaki shorts ' SRR

pr khaki t-shirts

mmwmw#ﬁmwmwﬂwo

stretchers - o,
first aid kits *and v1th““;+“jif ot ‘
Assorted eating utensils - = - CorhEe

Assorted documents

f. Captured iquipment Destrgyed

1 =-L0 Kocket. launcher,' o
1 sk Carbine = " SRR
1 K-79 round.
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2 8lmm Mortar rounds

2 M-26 Grenades

2 M2Al Anti-personnel mines

1 Mark II Grenade

2500 pounds of rice (approximately)

8. Mission

2e Phase I. To search out, locate and destroy enemy forces

material, and positions; and block to support other allied

forces conducting search and destroy operations in a531gned
AOQ,.

be Phase II..hAttack tp the southeast to destroy enemy forces, .
material and positions in SOA.

9. Concept of Operations.

a. Phase I.0n D-Day blocking positions were estalished with
two companies on the North and South flanks of the A0 to
sanclize and block enemy forces. At L-Hour on D-Day three
companies plus the Battalion Command Group landed in LZ
QUAIL by helicopter and attacked to the West to block
eneny movement,

be Phass II., 4t H~-Hour on D+3 the attack was continued to the
southeast employing intermediate blocks and sweeps to destroy
enemy forcese
10, Execution.

On 18 April 1968, 2nd Battzlion, 5th Marines received Operation
Order 5-68 (BAXTw~R GARDEN) from CO, 5th Marines to displace

the @dmmand Group and 3 companies to LZ QUAIL and commence
operations on 190800H April 1968.

At 181200H, 2nd Battalion, 5th Marincs assumed operational
control of Company B, lst Battalion, 5th Marines.

At 181200H, 2nd Battalion, S5th Marines assumed operational
control of Companies C and D, lst Battalion, 27th Marines.

At 1907L5H, Company E departed CAO DOI for LZ QUAIL by helolift.
At 1900Q‘H& Company E arrived at. LZ QUAIL. See enclosure (1).

P sty
N i,
-
e

At 190820H, Compamw B departed CAO DOI for LZ QUAIL by helolift.

“ o e
e e H ‘-6"'
Sreonem, !
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At 190830H, Company H arrlved at LL QDAIL.: See'Encldsure'(i);x

it 1908&P, the Battallon Command Group and the olmm Mortar ; ﬁh?
Platoon (- ) de;arted CAO DOI for LZ QUAIL by helollft.~_g‘ I

at 19085h, the Battallon Command Group arrlved at LZ QUAIL.d{,
Seé “nclosure (1). ° T L . ,

At l90859h, Company B, departed CAO DOI for LZ QUAIL by helollft.

it . 1909OOH, Cempany H.. commenced the attack .on ObJectlve ﬁ?.-
See Enclosure (l). L R S b

. At 190900H, Company commenccd the attack on- ObJCthV6 ,;1.
See knclosure (X)e. . . .o Y R

At 190900H, Company .k, .at YDO84226, received: small arms fire from
an unknown sized enemy force. .The: Company returned-small arms.and .
continued a sweep-.of :the area..-.Results: 1 USMC KIi,; 1 NVA/VC KIA.
(CONF) and the capture.of '1 AK-M?, 1 K¥-1l, 1 M=16 and -various
documents .« . ;

At 190920Hj Company B, commenced the “attack . .toward the northern
portiom of Objectlve #1 1n trace of Company E. .See Enclosure (l e

At 191105h, Company B at YD863227, recelved small ‘arms flre oL
frem & squad sized encmy force located in the vicinity of YD878232.
The Company returned small arms- flre and contlnued the sweep. -
Results 1 USHC- qI“(EVAC) :

' At 191200H, Conpany H commenced the uttaCI{ on ObJectlve ﬁB.
See anlosure (1).' . : . , _

At 1913305 CompanyE] recelved 30 rounds automatlc weapons flre,
fram an onemy force . of undnown-size, . The Company returned. small
arms and }=79 fire and swept through the enemy position at.

YDo63238 with negatlve results..~~‘. , .

it 191408& CompanyE _commenced the attack to ObJectlve ﬁS
. and Company B, lst Battalion, S5th Aarlnes commenced the attack
to Objective #h.' See_bnclosure.. (1),

At l9lhh3d, Company H, on order by CO, 2nd Battalion, Sth
Marines selzed ang= searched ObJectlve #6+. See Enclosure (1).

TUNCLASSIFIED
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At 191528H, Company E at ¥YDB50231, received smell arms,
automatic weapons fire and B-L40 rounds from & platoon size unit’
at YD853234¢ The company returned small arms, cutomatic weapons
fire, a 60mm mortar mission, and called an zirstrike on the. enemy
position. The are-was searched with the following resultss: 1 USMC
KiA, 6 USMC WIA(EVAC), L NVA/VC KIA (Conf) and the capture of 8
detainees, lf AK=4Tt's, 1 3KS, 1 B-l0 rocket launcher (destroyed .
due to round in tube), 1 AK-l7 magazine, 12 B-L0O rounds, 1 helmet,
6 pounds of explosives, and essorted documonts.

At 191635H, Company Commandefs were orderud by CO, 2nd
Bettalion, 5th Marines to sstablish blocking positions and prepare
night defensive positions. Company h established blocking -
positons in Objective #5, Company H in Objective #6, and to the SW.
Company B, in Objective #l4. Companies C and D, lst Battalion
27th Marines maintained blockin, positions in the vicinity of
YDB8152,45 and YD815200.

At 192007H, Company B, at YD860229, reccived twenty 60mm
mortar rounds from the vicinity of YD864218. The Company. requested
missions of artillery, 8lmm morter and 60mm mortar counter- :
mortar fires on the enemy position. Results: 7 USPHC WIA(EVAC)
and 7 USMC, WIANE,

At 200, 00H 2nd Battalion, 5th Marines received Frag Order
28-68 -from €O, 5th Marines alerting the Battalion to be pre-
pared to commence Phase I1 of operatxon BaXTER GARDLN on
2lluOOH April. 1968. :

On 20 Aprll, all comnpanies commenced patrol activities in
Objectives #1, #3, #9, #10 and #11 while maintaining the
Battalion blocking position. Sce Enclosure (1).

At 200905H, a platoon from Company B, on patrol at YDu81235,
received auto/small arms fire, a CS gas grenade, and 82mm mortar
rounds from & estimated platoon of enemy at YD880231. The platoon
returned automatic weapons small arms fire, 20 rounds 8lmm
mortar, 8 rounds 106RR, and 20 rounds  105mm artillery; air
strikes of fixed wing and HU-IE gunships were conducted in
support of the contact. At 201040H, one platoon and the Company
B, CP were dispatched to reinforce the platoon. Results: 8
USMC XTIA, 13 USMC WIs (EVAC), 7 USMC WIANE, 12 NVAAC (CONF),

11 WVA/VC XKBA (COWNF), L SiS, 1RPD LMG, agssorted iuniet oo el
documents.

-8
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At 201025H, a platoon patrol from Company H, at YDB85820L,
received 1000 rounds of small arms fire fram 10-15 snemy at
YD86320l .. The patrol retirned: 1500 rounds of smell arms, 5 : .
LAaWS, (3) 3.5 rocket rounds end LO rounds HE and 1 WP round.
of 105mm artillery. Conducted a search of the area with
negatlve results. S : . :

it 2011uOH, Company E, at YD8u9232 re091Ved 200 rounds
asutomatie weapons/smell arms .fire from an enemy force located
200 meters to the southeast. The Company returned 40O rounds
small arms, (6) 3.5 rocket.rounds and 6 M-26 grenudes and -
pursued the enemy by fire. Results: 2 detainees, e

At 201245H, Company D, 1lst Baticligny 27th Murines was:ordered
by €O, 2nd Battalion, Gth:Marines to precede to Objectlve #12 Lo
and search the area. BeetEnclosure (1). . ;

At 201355H, a platoon from Company d, at YD867199, detonated
2 explosive devices. One was atteched to a gate and the other to
a bridge. Results: 2 USMC WIA(EVAC) and 1 USMC WIANE. :
20115H; the same  platoon was. crossing a2’ rice paddy dike at .
YDB68199 when a tiarine detonated another explosive device. ..
Results: 1 uSMC WIA(EVAC).

At. 201830H, Py platoon patrol from Company B, at. YD856237, -

received 300 rounds automatic weapons/small arms fire from 15
eneny at’ YDB57238. .The patrol.called;an. artillery/mission of .
15 rounds HE . 105mm s d: 20 rounds.of. 106 RR. Results: 3 USMC- . .
WIA(EVAC). Concurrcntly the remainder of the Company located at
YDB864218. The Company requested counter-mnortar fires. Twenty
rounds of 8lpm:were. fired. . Results: 2 USKC KIA, 12 UbMC NIA L

. (EVAC), 1 USMC WLLNE., and 2’ 1WA/VC KIA(CONF) :

At 21061T7H, Company D, 1st Battallon, 27th Marlnes departed
blocking positlon to 11nk up with the armor at: YD812252. o

At 210730H,. Company H departed ObJective #6 for Objectlve
#4. See Enclosure (1).

4% 210950H, Conpany H moved 1nto ObJectlve #12.
Seo bnelosure (l). 7. o .

At 210950H, elements of Co, A, 1lst Tank Battallon, GO. A-AT,
15t Tank Battalion, and Yompany B, l_t Amtrac Battallon were -
attached -to 2nd Battalion, 5th tarines.-

At 2110360H, , pmpanles C and D, 1lst battalion, 27th marlnes )
were --returned. to %he operatlonal control of 1st Battalion, 27th
‘Marlnes.',g4n~ ‘A , L _

PR 4%
@ e
o P

%
ﬁ,t~ At 211035, 2nd Battalion, Sth darines commenced search axd
destroy operations north towards Phase Line Apricot.

See Enclosure (1).
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&4t 211100H, Company B, lst Battalion, Sth tirines was returned
to the operational control of" lst Battalion, 5th Marlnes.

At 211335H, a platoon from Company H, at YDBTSES?,‘detected
1 enemy hidden in a spider hole. The platoon fired 5 rounds 5.56
into the hole and searched it. Results: 1 NVA/VC KIA (CONF)
and the capture of 1 AK~u7 amd a notebocks .

At 211326H, Company H erossed Phase Lihe Green. See
Enclosure (1). _

At 211425H, a platoon from Company H,. located at ¥YD883247,
had a Marine detonate a mine of unknown size ard make. Resultss
2 USMC WIA(EVACJ). At 211548E, the same platoon now located at
¥YD8G, 238, detonated another mine of urpinown size and makesd
Results: 2 USMC WIA(EVAG), .

At 211605, a Harine from H&S Compeny detonated a booby :
trapped concussion grenade of unknown make at YDE70258, Results:

1 USMC WIA(Ncnovac).

At 211632H, & iarine from Company & detlnated e booby
trapped frag grenade at YDBBOZSO. Results: 1 USMC WIA(LVAC)Q-

At 2117OOH the att ck southeast towards Phase Llne apple
was halted and night defensive positions . established from
¥YD8852i16 running southeast to-YD901233,

At 211728H the 5uttallon Cormmand Group set in for the night
at ¥YD898236 where a corpsman detanated a booby trapped frag
grenade with trip wire. Resultas 1 USMC WIA(EVAC)-

At 212130H,'the command sroup and unit commanders were -
holding a briefing when one of the members tripped a wire
attached to a Mark II grenade rigged as a booby trap. The
grenade failed to detonate and was destroyed in place.

At 220200H, Company & commenced a night march from YD385246
northeast to YD900242 then southeast to YD910232, arriving et
their objective at 220)4,3OH.

At 220435H, = Hapine from Compeny H detonated a booby trapped
frag grenade at ¥YD901233. Results: 7 USHC WIA(EVAC) and 1 USMC

WIANE .,

~10~
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At 220615H,. the lead element of & platoon from Company '
E detonated & c¢hain of- grenades rlgced as 4 booby trap-at YD ©
8914230.. The grenadcs ‘were below the surface of the path and -
detonated by tr1p w1re. Results. 7 USMC WIA (BVAB) and 1 USMC
WIANE.

At 220740OH, a Marine from Company H detonated an exp1031ve
device at ¥YD901231. Resudts; 2 -USMC WIA (EVAC). At 2208i40H,
another Marine from Company H detonated a bovby trapped grenade“'
with trip wire at YD300231l. Results: 1 USMC WIA (EVLC).

‘At. 2209OOH, an Buttallon, Sth Marlnes ‘commenced the attack_
southeaat towaxds Phesc Llne upple. Seo anlosure (2). v

At 221000H, & Marine froi Company H 'detonated a ‘booby
‘trapped grenade with t!'lp ero at YD9114,215.. Results: .3 US_MC
WIA (BVIC)e - T S oL
TAY 221030H, a Marlne from Company H detonatod ‘8 booby
trapped grenade with trip wire at YD91M205 Results.‘l USMC
WIA (J.IVA'LC).

TRy 2210&5H, Gompany E in route to ‘a blocklng p031t10n y.
discoyvered two 81nim rounds ‘booby-.. troppod in pun31 pits, 2
M-16"mines and 2 M~26 grehddeés with trip wires in the’ v1cln1ty
of YD923207. A1l were destroyed in plece by englnocrs. o

At 221055H, Company E w1th “tariks’ ‘and amtracs rocelvcd both
small erms fire gnd 6Qmm mortar rounds from ¥YD924205. The -
Company returncd small arms fire and swept through the areas In
the area they encountered 1 female VC with a hand grenade. The

.VC was shot and captured. Results' 1 VC WIu POW.

At 221350H Compan E at YD928207, P6061V6d automatlc o
weapons fire from 3 Or lj 'enemy to the southeast. The Compa1y‘
returncd fire and searched the area with negative results.

‘ At 221700H, cO, 2nd Battalion, 5th Marines ordarod the
attack halted at Phase Line Apple arid night defensivo p031tions
establlshed at YD9h8195. See Enclosure (3). .

At 2306)45H, Company E commienced the attack southeast
towards Phuse Llne Cherry. See Enclosure {3).

At 230800H, Compaly E. detalned a Vietnamese- female
carrying ammo, et YDOUB195. When questioned, she stated that:
she was going to soll the rounds  to the VCe Compeny E turned
her over to the Battalion S-2, Results: 1 detaince.

P In'f‘b'?"“’

3 ’ "»‘:'.
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At 2308,45H, a platoon from Company E found & VC suspect
in a hooch at ¥YD960179. The VCS had severe facial injuries
apparently from shrapnels. A helmct and khaki clothes were also
found in the hut. Results: 1 dctainec, 1 stecl helmct and
khaki clothese

At 230850H, a Marine from Company»Hbdetonated'a booby
trepped grenade with trip wire, at YD960180, Results: 1 USMC
WIA(EVAC% and 1 USMC WIA (Nonevac).j

_At. 231015H, a squad from Cumpany H, at YD 958176, received
automatic weapons and small arms fire from 5 enemy located at
YD959175. The squad returned small arms fire and employed a
flame tenk against the enemy positions. Results: 1 NVA/VC KIA(Conf).

At 231421H, 2nd Battalion,5th Merines received Frag Order .
30-68 from CO, 5th Marines to continue the attack to Phase Line
Peach and halt at that. position, then on order wheel and conduct
a night movement to Phase Line Apple so a8 to re&ch there no
later than first light on 2L April.

At 231925H, Company H and H&S Company set in night defenses
at YD9931l3, and received 50 rounds small arms fire amd two
M-79 rounds from the vicinity of YD992lu2. Fire was not returned.
Results: 2 USMC WIA (Evac).

At 2,,0230H, night movement to Phase Line Apple commenced with
- 2nd Battalion, Sth Harines arr1v1ng at Phase Line Apple at
2);0600Hs See Enclosure (2). :

On 23 4pril 2nd Batialion, Sth Marines received information
that the enemy hed returned to the area in the vicinity o Bn .
Obje. #5. Accordingly at 240800H Company H was helolifted to Bn
Obje. #12 with the mission of searching that objective and
objective 5.

At 2140915H, Company EH, at ¥YD849237, received sniper fire
from spider holes md trench lines located at ¥YD852233. The-
Company returned 50 rounds amall arms fire, fourteen 60mm mortar
rounds. and called a mortar mission of 2l rounds 8lmm mortars.

i search of the arca proved negative.

At 21,0930, the Battalion Corriand Group, at ¥D905226,
received 20 rounds sniper fire from the vicinity of YD908226,
The Gommand Group roturned 40 rounds small arms fire, 15 rounds
«30 caliber ‘mechine-gun and 3 M=79 rounds«. The area was not
searched.

12w
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At 240930H, H&S Company, at YD943195, reported 2 Marines were ™
m1331ng. ARVN reports indicated the HMarines were coptured by . .
VC in the vieinity of -¥D9921hli. The arca was searched by 1 .. -

prlatoon supported by- tanks, an L. 'Oy, helocopters and PBR8's, At -
YDE 1750H, ARVN sources. reported the Lﬂarlnus were’ being held at
¥YD986132. - e - AT

At 241300H, Company H searched a village at YD850230, and
discovered .various supplies and gear; - Results: -.Capture of 100
pounds of rice, 1400 rounds of .30 caliber ammunitlon, 8 M=79
rounds, 1 enti-tank mine;:5 blasting caps, 50 rounds. .50 caliber
ammunition, l ChiCon grenades, four 60mm mortar rounds;.1000- -

'rounds Se 56 anmunltlon, 1 M—26 grcnade. ‘
it ZAIBOOH, Company & was helolifted to YD986132 to search
for the 2 Marine MIis,

At 24,2045H, a squad from Company & conducting a search at
YD987136 received 25 rounds small arms fire from L or 5 enemy .
located 150 meters to the West and Northwest. The squad returned
20 rounds small arms fire wi th negative results. : -

At 24j2115H, Company H, at YD850230, reclved 500 rounds .
automatic weapons fire from the vicinity of YD8L6223,  7D848223
and YD8L4226. The Company returned 1000 rounds small arms fire
and called 5 rounds artillery plus an 8lmm mission of 6° rounds.
Results: 1 USHC KIA,

On 25 april, Company H, cafiénced the. attack towards PbaHB
.Llne Red md Company kb continued the search for the MIA'S Whlle
sweeping to rejoin the vettalion at YP825 2u5. : ..

4t 250805H, the Battalion Command.Group found 2500 pounds
of rice at YD85250., Because the rice eould not. transported, it
was burned. Result: Destruction of 2500 pounds of VC rlce.

At 251215H, & Marine from Company H detonated a booby
trapped M-26 grenade w1th trlp w1re, at YD83823& Results' .1 UsMC
WIA (NONLVAC) LT : o

+ At 251830H, Company E, at YD945200, came in contact w1th
35-40 enemy at ¥YD946193.  The enemy,  dressed in assorted clothes
&s well as. green utilities, mome with packs, fired 1000. small -arms
rounds - and .35 B-}0 rocket rounds. The Company returned 5000 -
rounds of small:arms fire.and called an artillery mission: of uO
rounds HE. 105mm,. . .4s HU. lE gunshipiattacked, the enemy fled to

the north with Comgany E in close. pursult. . .
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At 251900H , the enemy encountered a tank blocking force which
expended }0 rounds 90mm, 1500 rounds.50 caliber and 5000 rounds
«30 caliber machine gun fire.,.The sweep through the blocking
position found 17 NVA/VC KIA (CONF). Results: 1l USMC WIA
(NONEVAC), 17 NVA/VC KIA (CONF), plus capture of 3 B~4O rocket
rounds, 1 ChiCom grenade, five % pound block charges with
blasting caps, 1000 rounds AK=~4}7 ammunition and various items of
equipment and clothing.

At 252310H,'Company E rejoined the Battalion at YD8252,5.

On 26 April, 2nd Battelion, Sth Marlnes moved to an LZ
in the vicinity of YD803251.

. At 261015H, 2nd Battallon, Sth Marlnes commenced a helo-
1ift of units to CAO DOI. : ’

1l. Results.

¢ bnemy Personnel
. 1. 20 NVA KIA
2. 29 VG KIA
1l Detainees
4. 10 Innocent Civilians

. 13 -IWC
6. 1 oSW
7. 1 POW

ts Friendly Personnel
~1l. 13 USMC KIA
2. 40 USMC WIA Evac.

3. 11 NBC
« 21 USMC WIA NON-Evac
S. 2 MIA

2 USN WIA Evace

12, Administration and Logistics

a, Supply

1. Lxtensive use wasumsébe of Helicopter Support Teams
during Operation BAXTER GARDEN. Teams moved into the field with
gach rifle company and with the Battalion Command Group. In
addition, Helicopter Support Teams were stationed at the
Regimental Rear Command Post at PHU BAI, the ammunition supply
point #1, also at PHU BiI, and forward LSa at CAO DOI (ZD052027).
Resupply requecsts were sent Ifrom each company HST to the HST
with the Battalion Command Group. From there the requests were
passed to the HST located at the Regimental Rear, Reguests for
Clags.ls. L1, and III supplies and small arms ammunition were
fllled f:qm stocEs pre-stagedzlt'umﬁeglmental Rear Landlng Zone .

i -1l-
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Requests .for ‘high explosive Class V ordnance were flown out of
the landing zone loczted.in. the ASP #l. No problems were
enCOpntered operatlng out of . two seperdte landlng zones.:

. 2 Tne S-L soctlon sent two men to the fleld to travel with
the Battalion Command. ‘Post where they “handled, resupply problems
and distributed the supplies to the .companies as ‘they. arrlved
from the rear. <Yhe S-l Rear ‘mairitained adequate’ stocks of
ammunition and other supplies on the landing:zones to insure an
orderly anad unlnterrupted flow of suppllus to units in the field.

3. F]smethrowers were employed durlng the Operatlon. After.
they were- used they . were placed aboard helocopters and sent to
. the rear. The S-it superv:.sed the. recharglng of  the bottlés and

the refillirig of the tanks.- In ofie instance.the flamethrowers
were recharged, rfilled an. returned to the fleld in. lass than
two hours. ;gu»_‘, .,g- - e e 327; S

- . [V

b. Malntenance Normal Pﬂ of equlpment was accompllshed
throughout tThe Operation. Although motor transport, com=.
munications, -and-the armory sections.were prepared to handle” any
contingencies, - requlrements ‘for extensive second echelon repairs .
were never generated by the OperatlonJ - '

Ce Treatment of Casualtles and’ Hqépltallzatlon B

1. At the start of Operation uAXTEi GARDLN ‘on 19 Aprll

1968, the pattalion Ald Station Consisted of one medical officer,
one chief petty officer, and thrpee hospital corpsmen as a ‘¢ciri=

ponent- of the:meobile Battal ion Command Post. .The BAL equipment
. was limited to three beach bags for-the first two- days of the
Operatlon, however,lwhen IVT's became available on.21 April, a
more compléete mobile BAS was establlshed utilizing’ an amphiblous
vehicle. Prior.to each nightfall, the BAS located in suitable’
Vietnamese bulldlngs.. The S~1 provided a representatlve to record
casualties and the S~ representatives sorted 782 gear and '
weapons: of the wounded personnel as they were receiveds. . )
Stretcher bearers consisted of company personnel, support
personnel and patients w1th minor wounds. SR

Durlng the . Opermzlon a total of. 108 patlents were . seen
and treeted. Dead totaled 13 marlnes. The Breakdown of KIatls
bzsco%pany 1s as follows: L Company, lj’; B Compuny,l- B Coypany,
1 3 ® !

3. The breakdown of the casualties is as follows:
WIAE's, u3,~wIANE's, 17; NBCE's 15; KBCHk's 23, The most
prevalent~tqpeaof inmjury was that caused by hand grenade and

booby~trap shrapnel..t.v-.h
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de. Transportation.

l. Transportation of personncl and equipment to and
from the AO was accomplished exclusively by helicopter . From
the 2lst to the end of the operation the ma jority of . the Command
Group trav.lled in the AQ on ILVT's. Four mechanical mules with
106mm recoilless rifles mounted, were ecnployed in the Operation
as were four other mules which were used to carry 8lmm mortar
armunition and other Command Group supplies.

S Communlcutlons

1., During Operation BAXT.R GnRDhV the proper employment
of ‘antenna RC=292 often times meant the differenhce betwcen
communications or none at all. The extra weight of the RC-292
was some whit compromised by the companies  carrying only the
antenna hcad to the ficld while tho Buttallon CE group carrlcd .
the complete antenna.

2e It was illustrated aguin durlng this operation that -
the use of the whip antenna in the field is a tactical necessitye.
The tape antenna 51mply does not guarantee the communication
capibilitye.

3. It was noted that frequoncies used in the PHU LCC
area were not suitable for the areca of operations end tris fact
necessitated many froquency changese.

I, The AN/PRC=93 VHF radio was judged ineffective
during the operation -and it is simply nct &s reliable or
effective as tho AN/PRC-4l.

f+« BEngincer Assistance

1, Three engineer teams consisting of « total of nine
men were attached to the Battalion during Operation BAXTESR
G.;RDEN. Tho mission of the teams was to uuStPOY frlcnle dud
rounds, encny rouands and bobby traps,

2. A total of 110 pounds of C-lj was uscd by the
engineers during the operation, Destroyod were 282 friendly dud
rounds, ten cnemy bobuoy traps, eight Be=40 rockets, threc

B-lj1 rocikects, one B-lj0 rocxet lgunchcr, LO0 rounds of AK=}T7
ammunition, @nd twelveencmy THT hand ch.rges. In aduition to
destroying the above described ordnance, the enginecrs proved
unusuully adept at discovering enemy explosive devices. The
engincers cmployod two mine detectors during tne Ogurutlon to
assist them in their efforts. :

L e s i
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13, Commandcr'!s Analysis

Contacts with the encmy in the areca of operation indicate
he obviously uses the arca for rice collection and rest, but
does not plan to contest its control with Marine units larger
than Company strength,

‘The majority of the terrain in the A0 lends itsclf to the
employment of tracked and small whecled vehicles. Observation
and fields of fire are excellent throughocut thus denying the
enemy his usual advantages of clandestine movement and ime
passable terrain.

1. Recommendations

It is believed the enemy will attcompt to enguge friendly
units up to company size at any point within the arca. It is
recommended that operaticns conducted in the area consist of
either "baiting" the cnomy with pletoon size units capablc of
rapid reinforceument or conducting corden and search operations
of selected villages, ensuring the blucking forces completely

isolate the objective,
/
é%icfiﬁxpk //1 .

é;cg‘ CHEATHAM JR.
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Dabes: 0812008 March 1968 to 302L00H kpril 1968
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of 2nd Battalion, 5th Merines snaLn“tod unit operations
tta and the Regimental a(

2) nd01t10nc] support was provided by 2nd Gun Platocn,
&% Howibzor Dabtery of lst PAG, 1ith Morines and Ba
- licn, .12%h Mﬂﬂwnesu |
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mificant Fire Sugport Evonts. During the month of
March, Battery v, end Bitoalion, Litn Marines displaced twe 155
Howitzers and four 1065 Howitzers te the ghid avroa ZCOT798, to fule-
0

£i1l its mission of pr le;Dg n1o<c, ond continnous Tire support
durlug the ocoupation of Bach lin, &s o part of Cperation H”USTOW

{3} Signl

be Aix Support.

(1)
"HOUSTON. The predominste support was med~evacs and resupplye. The
teetical air support was OFOdoanaLC¢J soft ordnances (Snckeyos/
Nepelm) beeause of itg rapid availability. The few flights of
hard ordnance (500 1b Dbombs /750 1b boabs /2000 1h hombs) re-cstablish-
¢d the faet of *au unsuitability of soft ordnence in all but rare

o+

instances and the need of hard ordnanco under the junglc canopy.

The Battalion was well supported during Operation

{2} Conitrol of fixed wing aireraft in the jungle canopy
ia oxtromely difficult and occassionally impo ‘3.511'190,s due mainlly
to the difficulby oncountored by the aircroew in maintaining visual
contoct with friendly units and target acquistion. Rag!'s a1”0 have

problems merking targets and adjusting the ordnance impacts.

(3) Rs \dio comunications were satisfac tory with the ox=-
ception of TiCP Locali. This FIl freguensy has the Regimental Alr
Officcr, threo Battelion's Aly Officore; 12 Caapanyis LS, &ny
eircraft thoy are controlling and all +f ngiont aireraft requesting
SAVAPLLIES for the Regimental A0, It Is recommasndcd that the

Battalion be alloted a sescend frequency.

8 carried by"
ths 802 Vi Battalion
¥l), two unidentified
for an costimated .
icn expected to be
g of friendly oper~

a. The cnemy strength in the Battall
Poronines on or ahout 6 #orch 1568 we
e Main Force 34uc lna. {25

e

£
W i ose 2 13

oy
O

; with tpo;r yflu ry m
Lobway #1 end bhe hare

,..

Intelligence reporits and eremy aclivitics indieated thet
n of the HVA/VE was to continue ithe 1nta diction of Highe
mining and sniping ineide rF“; hapassing Friendly meove-
tc, bridge security unite, oid ou;ow f“LOndlb ine-

wa

wrtar, recollegs rifle and enall cinma fire; and
COlloF and transport ricoe. nl“hougn consistent
of Battalion size units and larger wore reportcd in
nhact of significent sizo wos “mado. Encmy Battalions
the Lth NV. Regiment (the KLB, Eh, K10, KiC and
ting vnits (the G1l6, Cl9 and C2ly) were reportedly
L in the wmountain reglon south of the 2nd Battolion,
including the uth Vi Regimental Headquartors,
19 locsi Forco Conpunlos, Intelligenee has

=l
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'findféatod the presence of clements of the 22nd Vi Reglmont opor-

ating south of tihe Buttallon AO,

c» Capturcd documents and information gained from "Chieuw Hoits®
coenfirmed the identificotion of enemy units, np651a L1y the KiB
and K10 Battalicns, and provided intelligence on unit locations,

tvongtn, u;apuns aﬁd ecquipment, cnd namcs of ey personnel.  “Chieu
Hoits" have aolso reported the locotion of & training area, area

o

of Jquu¢1oas bJ guerrilla units; and rice collectlion areas, .

Ga Additional intelligence information was obtained when
Compeny H searched an area after cnemy contoct and found one
guspeetod Chinecse KIA, 4 Rocon inscipt on 27 HMarch 1968 observed
2 Coucasiong with 2 V. soldicrs. On 23 Lpril 1968 o Recen patrol
found 1 field telepheone and a poir of binccularsg eftur contact with
an enomy forse of unknewn size in the vieiniby of ZC111959.

o, Tho torrain is as depicted on the map with the exception
cf the treil network in tho mountains, : The trails are covered by

o densc canopy which provides ocxcellient concealwment from both
iand and ain,

8, Mission. Provide seccurity for the MHSR by protecting Rovte #1
and gsupporting bridges, culverts and passcs; support and protsct
friendly installationg, units, coavoys, road repair partiecs and
c¢onduct offcnsive operations to destroy enemy forces, materiel

K. B4

and positions,

9. Concept of Cpcrations.

cstobiished itself in the Phu Looe TAOR to

aupporting oridges, eculverts and passes opeali.

b, Tho Battalion established helding pﬁg+tlonq to defend the
2eck Crusher {ZD021021), Cao NDoi L8a, Phu Loe Pirs Buee and 3ridgoe

The Battalion conducted offenazive operations in assigned

to destroy cnemy forces, materials and pozitions,
J » )

de A contingoney plan was cstablished to sup)or end assich
o o District Hg, CaP-H-l, CAT~Q~5, CiP-H«H6 and all other
iy Tforcog and installaticns in tno 40 in cvent of an cnemy

i T e S
e L-“:\-O uLi ‘J.J' O"lo

On § wserech 1968, 2nd Bﬂttullvn, Lth Marines sent & cumiend
pour from Hue to Cao Doi, (”LOSSO/Q) to eggume operational
v

control of Cowpeny B, 1st Battalion, 5th Marines and Companics B
and B, 2nc DatthllOﬂ, Sth darines. Compeny F mQug ron fue.too o
C : ”*r
5. UNCLAS SIENED
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this date, 2nd Battalion, 5th Marines commenced parte
“pe

icip ration HOUSTCK..

t’00104nq, a patrol from Company E, located at 7D098°83, sighted
1 NVA/VC moving south. The patrol openod fire with small arms on
the encmy. Results: 1 NVA/VC KIA(CONF) and the capture of 1 AK«lT.

At 091100H, a Company E rccon patrcl received 2 fragmentation
grenedes frow the vicinity of 20101979, 8Small arma fire was re=-
turned at the cnemy position, Resuits: 2 USMC WIA(EVAS ).

» On 10 March 1963; Znd Battalion, Sth Marines CP, Companies G
and H moved from Hue to Cco Doi, Company G assumed the responsibilit
‘for the sccurity of- the Truoi River Bridge, vicinity YD967063, while
Company H moved to the Rock Crusher arca, ZD013025, bringing thc
remainder of the Battolion into Operation HOUSTCHN.

‘At 101215H, o potrol from Company E, located at 26103982, ro=
ccived 7 rounds of 60mn morhar fire, The patrol returned 25 rounds
of 8lmm mortar at a lanown cnemy position at Z2C1C6986.

At 11171CH, a pletoon from Compeny &, lccated at ZCL0L,969, re-
ceived mortar and small arms fire from an unknaown rumber of enemy
in the vicinity of Z{1l05970. The platoon rcturned small amms Tire
and called in HU1E gunships to hit the e¢nemy position. The platoon
swept through the areca after the air strike. Results: 2 NVA/VC
KIL(CCRT) and 11 fighting holes with covers destrcyeds

On 12 March, the 2nd Battalion, 5+r Marinscs Command Group,

E, # and ¢ (-) began a 7 ézy search and destrny opcritlon

* Operation HOUSTON. This m ssion took the Battalion back

hills and jungle terrain aftcr nearly a monvh of street

in Opcraticn HUE CITY, The transition back to this type

was oasily accomplished and smell unii leadership proved .
as hcavy terrain hamperod movoment and communicationae

h contact was light, dizcovery of numerous enemy trails

and oaﬁp sites, along with veluablec infermaticon on local terrain,
wade the operation prefitable,’ In additicn, two of the enemy killed
rere of important rank opr highly skililed: &an EVA supply officer

apd an WUa medical ofiicer. See Englosure (3).

4% 1111030H, a Company E platoon sighted 1 NVA}VG in the vicinity
The platoon fired an M~79 round at the enemy and
At ¥0978969, the piatcon digcovered a site used os

arca with signs that it had becn recently used. Seo

porimater guard from Company E, lucated at ¥C
WVi/VC with a carbine, weering black tops and

\(, LT 3
eoS ,..) ;’, Slbghued

winaizi bottems orocaed¢ng scuth from the high ground on the west
afde of the river, vicinity ¥C989969. The Marine opened fire with
amall oyms on the enemy with negative results. Sce Encloanre’ L)

o
A*Y
o

by W‘ —5'
[ 2 s '
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4t 141155H, a Company E platoon observod 1 NVA/VC with a bolt
ion rifie proceeding ecast nlceng a trail on the “1dge line,
inluy 70008981, Tho enemy walked into an ambush-site sa2t up
the platron. Results: 1 WVA/VC KLA(CU“ ) and 1 bolt action
rifie d~stroyedq‘ See Enclosure (L4).

At lb‘SEﬂH, g platcon from Company E, located at YG976972, "
obscrved 7 WVA/VE in & small harbor site at the above cocrdinates,
wearing groen utilities and heovy packs The patrol opened fire
on the enemy and swept through the are a, They discovered 1 NVA/VC
KIA and a wounded NVA/VGC plus several paoks containing new utilitiss,
rice and documents. The WVA/VC POW died of wounde during evacuation.
Results: 2 RBVA/VC KIA(CONF) and the capture of 1 AK«A?, ut+JlLLGS,
rice and numsrous documsnis. See Enclosure (4)

JOBH, & sguad from Company & was patrolling north on a
'"7975, when an encmy opnnod fire with an 4K=L7 from the
e otta  Ths squad returned fire and sttempted to mancuver
h enemy. In a search of the area, 3 expended AE~L7 rounds
o

> ot
;M
£
[.J.

Wero dﬁ

everad and a trail of blcod in a northerly dlrcgtlon. Sece
Enclosus '

!.-v

At 15144 5H, a squad from Company E ob
down a treil;, viecinity YC973975, wes fin

Az the enemy entoroed the ambush site, I
small arms. A scarch of the arca revsa.
to have beon an VA medical officer. K

o]

erved 1 cnemy proceeding
brown khaki uniforme.
s squad opened fire with

1 ensmy KIA, essumed

ts: 1 NVH/J KIA{CONF)
; helster. 1 Ihalki vnlfo“m,
suvoral rounds of LS caliber ammunition and num edical
docurnd osurc (6).
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At 15100CH, a platoon yatPCL from Compony B found an explosive
device an ZUO972¢%., The booby trap was ccnstructed from a ChiCom
L”nu grenzdo with a “*p wire flrlnﬁ device ¢ttached. Engineers .
catreycd the device in place :

At 161030H, a point slement from Company P, prozeeding alcng
i irall, sncountored I} W.A/VC at ZL10698kL. The en weny wes armed with
DL and 3 coarvbincs, fired 20 rournds of S‘QAl arma. at the liesd

The lsad clement returnzd 30 rcunds of small arms {iroe
rounds, wounding 2 of the enemye Thc snemy broke contact
the «ovtho ste 4 fire mission was veouestod ot grid

iztoon swept tho arca with negotive resultas.

ead element from Company H was in the viecinilty
when the enomy opened fire with avtomatic
smaent returned small orms apd 1 LulW into the
ultes 1 KVA/VC EIA(COEF) end the capture of
with VLA money. Sweo bnclosure (7)e

e

L
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4% 171215H, 2~ platoon’ from Company F spotted 1 NVA/VC with an
uﬁwh“ at Zu_j(01¢e The platoon cpened fire with small armé. The
arca wig dcarched and 4 grave weas found which contained the bedy
of a wman wearig white clcthos over a greon uniform, dead for approx-
imately two to three wWecks. 4lso found wers spider heoles covering
500 meters of trail., Due to the dense vegotetion no trace cculd be
found of the NVa/VC with the 4AK-L7 rifle. Results: 1 NvA/VC KIA

ONF). See Enclosure (9).

At 171445H, a Campany E platocn, located at 20004971, received
-9 60rmm mortar rounds and 200 rounds cf small arms firc from the
vieinity of ZCOO;9?HQ The platoon returned small arms/automatic
weapons fire, 15 K-79 rounds and 24 rounds of 105mu artillerye.
L search of the arca produced negetive results. . See Enclosure (9).

At 171620H; a squad patrol from Company E was hocding north,
viecinity ZC00C092L, along thse vivarg when they: renoivod automatic
weapons firc and gronadss. Lub sqvad returned emall arms/cutomati
weapons ¢'wo, 20 M~T79 rounds, 13 60mn mertar rounds, an artillery
mission of [.2" mortars, MOB/ISE Howitzer fire, HUIE gunships and

fixed wing fiverift. Rosults: 2 USMC WIA(EVAC). See Encilosure (9).

On 18 March 19568, 2nd Battalion, 5th Marincs begen a search.
and destroy mission as anothcr phase of Operaticn ROJSTON, This
mission took the Battalion into rngged terrein which hampeirsd movo=-
mﬁnt and communicaticna as well as supply. Hsavy vegohation and
teep hv’ly terrain characterized the route which ths Battelion
U¢l”wed into the arca of Bach Mo, vicinity 7uC579°H The Battalion
was the first Merine unit to chcupy this ragion, which has ‘been
a MWVL/VC arca of control 31nco the e¢arly 1650!s. 4Llthough enemy
contash wag l.&haﬂ the cceupation of the area proved several things.
First i dowenstrated that 2nd Battalion, 5th Marines can operate
under tho most ficult terrair and conditilong whiles still main-
taining « high *c¢ of excellence in perfcormence. Seocondly,
cntering this » for the first timo domonstratsd sonclusively thé
these Marines csn ,o enyplace when the gituation ariscs. This
ase of Operation *CUbﬁOW mus% be considered en important tactienl
vhysical accomplishment. See Enclosurc (10).

rcl froem Company F. ot ZC092955, cb-
1 RVL/VE in the vi ity of ZCc0OB58L6, wcﬂrJﬁg skivvy shorts
towel and an M-l rifle. 4 second WA/VC eppearcd as the
e i opened fire, and the encmy fired 15~20 rounds of smell arms
re bhefore fleeing to the southezst. The patrol returned fire
7 gwsnt bhe arca mi*h negative reaults,

221015H, a platoon

at
LD
1
. e

2]

K1
L

v

o
O‘ﬁuﬂd

Lt 2416CCH, o Popular Forces patrol meported to Company H that
sy had discovered 2 satchel charges (150 s pound blocks of TNT

2 btliagting ceps) ncar a Buddist Temple at YDQOLOLT. 4lso 2-3
1y werc cbserved flcocing the areay but the distance involved
ented i1dontificaticn of their clothing. The patrol qoarched
e g aitehol chasges te the Company HGPy

‘i
3

Qand
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theén Torwarded to the Rattalion reor CP. Rosults: Capture of 2
gatohol chsrges containing 150 % pound ‘hlocks of TNT and 2 blaste
ing cops. Sce Enclosure {(18)

Ly 250415H, e squed from Compeny ‘H, located at ¥D2850h9, re-
ceived 1 hend grenade frcom the vicinity of YD9B850Lh9. The sguad
returned 20 rounds of small arms fire, 50 rovnds of 8lmm mortar
and 20 rounds of 60mm mortar. Results: 3 USMC WIA(EVAC). Sce
Enclosure (19)

At 251820H, a CAP patrol from ¥YD973043 found 1 B-h0 rocket
launcher at YD9820LA and 2 dead KV4/VC at YD??BO&B. The dead
enemy wWers sught te be the result of the previous nightfs HXI
firc. The C“P patrol reported to the Company H CP. Rosultbts:

WUL/VC KI4&{CONF) end the capture cf 1 B-l0 rocket launcher.

At 2518L5H, a Company B recon patrol, located st Z0059925; dis-
covered a quanity of cquipment and an emplacement, believed to be
a WIA/VE camp sitcs At first light a couplets secarch of the arca
was made. Results: 15 fly tents of U.S. menufacture, 1 NVA
canvas boot, 1 ayringe vile of an unknown fluid wsre captured
and I one men fighting holeg wers deztrovedas

At 310315H, - Compeny @ in a defensive night position at ZC078=
985, roceived 20 rcunds of 82rmm mortar from the v1c1ﬂ1tv of. ZC085~
267. The Company returncd an Blwm mertar misasion on the suspeeted
enemy loecation, Results: 1 TSMC WIA{RVAC)

DQ:Z 0z2, re
the. winiy
artilicy

30 rounds of 82mm mortar/rocket fire from
17, The Batiery roturned 21 rounds of 8%
cnemy positione. Bosults: 1 USMC WIANE.

£t 310320H,; Ba 7 B; 2nd Battalion, 1lth NMarines, located at
c 3] -
v b

CALG 310@45H5 the SeaBuos, located at ZD022022, reccived 25-30
reunds of 62mm wmortar and 10 rounds of S57am RR fire from the vie=
inity of YD973017. Fire was roturncd into the suspectcd cnemy
posi tlcn by 8lmm morters and 8% artillerya R‘hpit§° 5 USN X1&,

i nIA( VAC) and 3 USHC wum JiLC) o

OH, a USh anﬁncpr team was sweeping Rovte #1 headed
102009, when thci ekjclc struck a mine, ccmposed of

charge, and svv;rby daw arod the vshicle. 4 wrecker

but 1t also dotonated a mine at 7ZD102008 eomposed of
on:t ng ChiCom claymore aﬂd ano»hev vehicle was summocned.
USA WIA(BVAC) and 2 CAP USMC WIA(EVAC).

Pomp:ny road sweep vehicle was damaged by
ine ot ZD065012. 4 sesarch of the ares pro-
3. Rosults: I USMC WIANE,

DR IR ST e S
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» the 3rd platoon of Company H, at ZD153-
nades from the vielnity cof ZD154011,., The
s of smell ayma fire and a search of ths
sulta,

At 01C210H April
010, receivaad 2 han
platecon returnsd 2
arca produced REEE

At 011815H, a Company G platoon on patrol at 20092982, encounter-
ed 3 WYL in uniforms with helmets, cartridzge belts and weapons
at ZC0%4%81. The patrol opered fire with autometic weapons/small
arms fire and 8lmm moriars causing the enemy to break contacte.
Resultss 1 MVA/VC KITA(CONF) and 1 ¥VA uniform and individual
equipment captured. Sce Encloaure (31).

At 011835H, a squad from Compeny H moving to an ombush site
at 7ZDI1C3012 raceived 15 rounds of small arms fire from the vic-
inity ZD1CzCl7. Approzximately five minutes later ths squad reo-
celved srall erms fire from ZD103008 and ZD097008. The squad re-
- turned éutomatic weapons/small arms fire and 8lmm mortars and
thon proceedsd to the ambush site by an altermate route. See ‘
Enclosure (31)e

At 011935H, a squad from Company P enroute to an ambusgh site
discoverod 11 empty 57mm RE containoeis add 16 expended cannister
rounds at ADO’3CL4, In ths immediate vi ﬂlnﬂfy, Iy sites had blood
traldls and various p*rts of bodies, probably the results of an
Slem mortar missicn Resulbs: 1 NVA/VC KIA(CONF;. Ses Enclosure

(31).

At 0311224, a reinforeed scucd p
its base camp and encountered & boo
Zo210h9Th. 4 med-ocvac woas reques
condustods Resnults: 2 TSMC WIA(EVA

atrol from Company E departed
by trappel. ;;aéncnnauhon grenade
ted ond a search of the area

3)e  See Enclosure (34).

L (31250H, 2 squad patrol from Company B observed 1 ensmy
prococding down a teeil in a northwesterly directicn at 5501()7976..
The squ ad cpened fire with 25 rounds cof small arms fire and physe
ically pursusd the encmy as ha fled, HResults: 1 3K5 capburede
ﬁt 033h];CH, the squad still in pursult was on a trail at 20111971,

ien they roceilved fire from hushes adjacent to the trails The
guad returned 300 rounds smoll arms fire and 10 M-79 rounds,
n mamievered to fiank the enemy. Resuvlis: 1 GSMC KIL end
C WIA(EVAC).

)

He. a Company P platoon in a defensive po tion at.
ived 23 rounds HE 82m mortars, with 6 1mpact1ng
perimeter, They returned 500 rounds of .50 caliber
‘iro and 13C »ounds of 8lwm mortars. 4t first light
nt to search ths susvected enemy mortar site, The
soveral spider holes and 1 ChiCom grenade at

bo ST srad

ZDotholz, % stltay 1 ChiCom grenade captured and several. snlder

heleos destroyeods e
—.‘E ;’}e\:
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4t 050230H, a souad ambush from Company H, at ZD116016, re-

1 grenade and 15 rounds of small arms fire from the vicinity-
16015, The squed returncd 3 srenados, 320 rounds small arms
fircs A scarch of the area was conducted, Resultse: 1 USMC WIaA
(EV4AC)s Seec Enclosure (38). ‘

At OTO7I0H, a road sweop composad of engineers and a Compony
F security squad detdnated a 15-20 pound box mine at ZC083G9
The mine was in a dirt top section of the road, with dirt firmly
packed on top of the mine. The surrounding aree was ssarched with
negative results, FResuliss L. USMC WIALEVAC).

Lt 090930H, a sguad »atrol from Company F found a mortar site
at ZD001007. 4 search revealed fresh spider holes.and various
itemss  Results: 18 vlood plasma containers, mortar aiming sights,
safety caps and pins werc. capturcd and scveral spidsr holes
destroyeds. Ses Exnclosurc (L5).

Lt 091030H, = platoon from Company F discovered old fighting
holes and b cannisters cf unknown cordnance while svarching the
vicinity of ZD055006. The area was throughly ssarched and the
cannisters brought tc the Company CP fecr examination. Results:
Several fighting holee destroyed and L camnistors ©f unknown

rdnance capturecd. : ' '

At‘OQlBhSHS Company B CP rocaived 18 rounds of 82mm mortars in
their perimeter at ZE0T77986, from the v1c1n1cy of ZC091973, The
following orunancp was roturnud° 65 rcunds of 6Cra mortar, 300
noundu of 8l mortars, 1l rounds of 106 RR and 125 rounds of 105mm

i Rosulte: 2 USMC WIL(EVAC) and 2 USMC WIAIE,

‘ 1130H, a platoon {rom Company B on a search and clear

misga found o mortar site believed to have Lesn used for the
attack on Company B GP on 9 4pril. A search of the arsa, at ZC1lh-
976, uncovered 5 fighting holes and 2 B2mm morter base plate ime
pregsions. Artillery wos registered on the site for future re-
ference. Hesultss § flght:nr hceles destroyed, See Enclosure (IL7).

At 101320H, a platoon patrol from Company E discoversd anothor
moxrber site at ZC093973. The site contained L figbtlng bolcs and
By improssion of an &2rmm mertar baoce plate, Tho site was rege
ictored with artillery. Resultss L fighting heles destroysde
. Enclosure (L7}, :

n from Company H received 200 rounds of
1l arms fire and 6 grenades from the vicinity
>burned 400 rounds of small arms fire,
sion of 6 roynds He 105mm. As the
~.y m1541on was called on the routes
1 UsMe mI/hL - Ssce Bnelosure {iL8)e.

T E T ol
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4% 110006H, a squad ambush from Company H observed a large
snemy movement at ZD156002 and opened fire with small arms. The
ercmy fled the area end the squad pursued by firee 4 scarch cf
*ho)arva at flrst light produced negative results. Soe Enclosure

) -

4t 11CL29H,; 2 platoon from Company H, acting as a blocking
force at ZCl58992, encountered axn enemy rice supply column and
received 300-)400 rounds of small arms/automatic weapons fire.
Tho platoon returned 100 rcundo of small arms, 6 M-26 grenades
and 2 LAAWS with illumination supplied by artillerys Results
1 UsSKC KIA, 12 WVA/VC XKIA(CCHR), and the capture of 1 SES, 1 AK-&T
and 3 TNT charges. See Znclosure (48).

A% 110940H, a platocn from Company H on a search and clear
mission recsived 10 to 12 rounds of 60wm mortars at ZC1l5L993. An
artillory missicn of 25 rcunds HE 105mm was called on the suspecte
encmy mortar site at ?C]pO?GOm Results: L USMC WIANE. See En- b
nlosvro (4:8). :

Lt 12121543, Company G while on & reconniance mission diseovered
a two menth old hardbering site at Z0176980. Tho site contained
one Fertified bunker Iintact and another whieh had tzaken o direct
hit from ertillery. Various itemz and bits of clothing werc found
=znd sent to the Battaliom CP for inspecticn, Resulis: 1 bunker
destroyed end the capture of U Chifcm grenades, 1 M-16 moagazine

~and 1 empty NVL pack. Sec Encleosure (49).

L015H, a pletocn from Company G on patrol, received L
and siz 60 mortor rounds ef. ZC180971. The fire
ed to have come from the vicinity of 20182962. The
s moved te flank the enemy and at 2€180970 discovered an:
cnemy base camp. &L search cf the arﬁa rovoaled 1 XVA oodv, 10~ 1u

-days cld, ond variocvs items, Resultss 1 USHD WIAKE, 1 NVA KI. 001.

znd the éapture of 2 B-LO rocket chrrges, 1 ChiCom grenade with
trip wire.and 3 NVA claymore mines. Sce Enclosure (L9),

onated an NVA claymore

&% 131610H, a Marine from Compeny G dst
Cl7h273s Recsults: 1 USHMC

minz with pull relcase detonatcr at o
GILIEVMAG ).  Seo Enclosurce (49).

L% 131959H, a squad from uompu.y H enrcute to an ambush site
roooived automatic weapons/small arms fire at ZD130010 from the
vreinity of ZDL28012. The squad returned small arms/automatic
ceapong fire and called for support fire: 8 rounds of l.2" mortars
Ji.oond ten rounds 105mm artillery HE, The suspected area wes
- ~apched ond tho squad proceeded to the ambush site by an alternate
coute. Rosuliss: 2 electrical detonated blasting caps and 1

-

Dovomsd captured.  Soco Bneclosure {55).

S

&

At 13233CH, o firc team from Conpany L was on aurol when 1ts
e 2
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cint man observed 1 cnemy crouched by the side of the road at
ZCO33°98& The Marine cpened fire with his M-16. The enemy ro=-
turned a burst from an -16 rifle before fleeing in a northeast=
erly direction, The fire team followed blood trails to a rice
paddy where two mcre enemy, wearing white, were observed and fired
at, causing the enemy to flec. The fire team searched the area
under 20 rounds of 60mm illumination and 5 rounds of L.2% iilum-
ination but could find no truce of cnemy casualities. See En-
closure (55). ' :

Lt 1h1G.5H, a platoon from Compeny H on patrol at ZD1);0029 ree~
ceived 6 rounds of small arwms fire. A& scout-sniper attached to
the platcon observed an cnemy at ZC141945, through a "Starlight®
scopee Tho acoub-gniper fired ten rounds, Resultss 1 NVA/VC
KIA(CCNF).

At 142030H, a platcon from Company H, at ZD1u2029, observed
10~15 enemy on the cpposite side of the river in the vicinity of
ZD142028. The platoon opencd fire with 1l rounds of M-79, 100
rounds of machine-gun and 125 rouads of small arms fire. The
area was sosarched at first light with negative regulise.

At 160045H, a platcor ambush from Company H, at ZD1E58019, obe~
served 10-15 enemy at 2ZD155.01.  Tho enemy fired 5 B-40Q rocket
zounds and 3 rifle grenades intc the ambush site, The platoon re-~
turned 5 LAAWS, 1 claymore mine, 75 rounds M~7%, 500 rounds small
erms fire, 200 rounds autometic weapons fire and 20 rounds of HE
8lmm mortars. At Ffirst light a search of the ares produced. 3
enemy dead end 1 wounded POW plus verious items., Results: 3
WWi/VC KIL(CONF), 1 POW (WIA), and the capture cf 5 NVA claymore
mines, 1 SKS, 7 handoliers of 7.62 and seven 35 pound bags of riece.
See Enclosurc (58). :

At 161925H, 2 squads from Company H were moving towards an
mbush site when at ZD149022; they received 5 B-LO rocket rounds
1; 200 rounds small arms firs from 20-20 enemy in the vieinity
of ZD151023, The squads returned 200 rounds of smallwarms fire,
27 rounds HM-T79 and called in an Blmm mortar missicn of L2 rounds
sezrch apu traverso fire:  ZD151028~ZD157030. A asubsequent squad
sweep of the area produced negative results, See Erclosure (60).-~'

"J

)

1l. Hosultse

8. Enemy Casualities and Captured Equipment.

33 WVA/C KIA(CCHF)
1 PoW (Wia) o
..LL!_ Dbta..a.-/.;
AK j)'_?ttc
l Kby
~ q*rm

2 SK thbinos MN@QJA S\WUED
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1 B=40 Rocket Launcher
1 .45 Caliber Pistol
1 Bolt fetion Carbine {Destroyed)
$ Clayiore Mines
100 rounds, AK-IT Armunition
700 rounds, 1362 Link Ammuniticn (U.S.)
152 % pound Blocks, TNT Charges
10 Blasting Caps
Eloctriecal Dstonating Devices
ChiCom CGronades
Jdortar Aiming Sight
=16 Baycnet
nife
U2 Cerxtridge 301n
NVi. Cartridge RBelt
ChiCom Grensadc Pouches
M~16 Magazine Pouch :
NVA Pecks o

Heaxmiock

Fiseces of FPlastic
Pair, Green Utilitics

Khaki Uniform

50 pounds Rice (4ppreximately)
Sight Bex, 82um lMortar

2 Flash Lights

1 Helmet Linor (U.S.)

Lsgorted Documents

HhoknwnnAngH:UkJH+4k44uam

°

rlendly Personnel,

o
¢
m

USMC KIa
a USMC WIA(RVAC)
13 USMC WIANZ

2y NBC(EVAC) - .

5 NBOWE

— \.,\.) (Us}

With the LS4 cstablished less than 500 meters from the

2o
talion Command Pcet there was no nesed for the Battalionts
iztics secticn o maintain large stecks of supplies. Avail=-
1> at the LS4 were Class [, limited Glass II (hatteries, a28lt
nelizone tablets, insccet repellont, tc)9 Clasg IJI, limited
¢ IV {se& ;La{bq barbed wire, concertina), and Class V supplies,
.- porscnnel or company supply men ccompalncd by an 8=l

were allowed to draw suppiies. A4 "shopping 1list%
the LS4 supply personnel and supplics were then
not available at the LS4 were-stocked by the

cs section, These wWeros mainly items orf 782

L sJecpm was established whereby the companies
utlllt e3 for cleen cnes. The soiled utilities
rsar where they weroe clecened and reuvruud SR

-1l
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to the Porward for re-issue,

b All rosupply misgicns originated cv+ of the Battalicn's
¢ ormnand post croa at Cac Dol. The M-35 trucks assignsd to ths
Battellon by the Hegiment wero used to caryy the gsupplies to ths

companies staticned aleng Route #le. The trucks were located at

the LS4 and the Battaliocn!s forward supply vnder the supervisicn
of a 3=l reprpsentativo and a 8-l represcatative nornally acscaomp=
anied tho rcsupply truck to its destinations Under normal conditions
companics were rosupplied every other daye Often,; duc to tactical
commitiments, this schedule cou¢d not be adhsred to and more

frequent supply runs were required, -

ce The Battalion maintained s redio relay station atop Hill
200, ZD052013, Quring Cperation HOUSTON., As there were no roads
to The summlt, rosupply was accomplished by air. MHeligopters
were cealilsd every other day and food, watoer and other needed
suvpl’fs Wero ficwn to the radiomen cnd zecurity persormel statione
ed on the kRill Company H {F was also rosuppliod by air for a
two week porio d woen it was situated stop a hill 2N11l 1010, not
cesily accessible by motor vehicle.

de During the month of March two Battelion (-) opsraticns
e conducted, The first explored the Truol River Valley, 12-19
_'h, and the seeond toeolr the Rattellon to Bazh Ma, 22-31 Marche
cp*”m support teams nmeoved with the companies and the Battalion
Cormand Group on each occesion and rosupply was accomplished ex=
¢¢“31Je¢y Dy airs During thess two operations the company command-
srs pagsced thoir rosupyl requestis to thelr resvective HST %8,

> Larm Teuﬂ“vs in tura passed the requests to the team travel-

rith the Babticlion Comnend Group. Requests were scerutinized
theo H8T leador and the %mu representetive before they
seed to the HST gteticned at the LiL in the rear.

o
ng
@

e. At the LSk HET commander recelived the requests and e

iict of thuse items the LSA did not possess was sent to the
?abtalion S=L O0fficer who filled thie requests and returned the

T3

veaded items to the BT, All supplies were then staged in one
arga and helicopturs carried them to the fisld,

waz plentiful during both cperatiovnge Thereflcre,

aseary to send “esupplnus of water to the field,

24y efforts casicr and required the use of fewer
t sheould be noted that a filled § gallon water

3 as much as two ceases of "GV rationse.)
e nINtonon o,

;i Ireventive Mointensricee Normal preventive maintcnance
ropedures werc conducited throughout Operaticn HCUSTON.

wl
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(°) Contact Teams. Contact teams were roquested for or-
énance and generoitor problems. 41l of the Battelion's 81lmm mortars
and 106 PbCOllOSS r»iflcs were inspected by the ordnance contact
toam and a report was mado tc the Battalicn Ordnance Officsre

sing this report, the Ordnance Officer initiated a program to ine
surc that sl11 of the weapons rsquiring repair were sent to the
rear for work. Ths contact tcam that came to repair the PU=-239
generator was able to accomplish its mission on the spot and cvac-
uaticn was not nccessary,

{3) Mobor Transporte. DBecause such a large percentage of
the Battaliont!s motor transport assets were being employed in the
field a mechanic was assipned to the forward logistics section.
Through his.efforts many vehicles that normally would have re=-
quired evecuatiocn to the rewr were repalred in the field, The
mechanic alec agsisted and instructed the forward ccommand post
notor transport dispatcher <n the 1ﬂspectlon ef drivers maintenanc
“Through efforts such as these many moch“nlcal breakdowns were
everteda.

(L) Support from FISG~A. When it was dotermined that an
item of equipment nsedsd tidnd echelicn maintenance it was imicde-
iztely evacuated to the rear, There a Tactical Eqvipmont Repair
Drder (TERO) was drafted and the item was carried to FLIG-A.
During Opsration HCUSTON, items of crdnance, communicationz, eng-
inzer and motor transport equipment werce sent %o IlBGaA for re-
pair,

he Transportaticn.

PLaN
Ly

1 Orzanices fThe Battalicn's moter transport assets wers
extonsively ocmployed during Cperation HUUSTON. Company Commenders
made continual use of their M~L22A1 Mighty Mites ond the logistics
gection omploved & M-37 Psrazormel Carrier for resupply antivifiesa.
dver half of the Battalicnts M27MA2 Males were usad, eltb€” with

the 105mm Recoclless Rifle Platoeen or as cargo carriers. 4 dis=-
satcher and a mechanic were brought forward from the Battalion

weare Throngh the efforts of the dispatcher more effsctive con-

trol and groater utilization of the vehiclos was achieved. (The
mosnonicts functicns wore discuzsed under the maintensnce section),

(2) Ti4D Vehiclese

(a) Of the M-35, 2% ton, 6X6 vehicles assigned TAD
Loan Rogiment, this battalion was given the exclusive use of
e  Without these vehchﬂs resupply of the companies wauld have
-»on impossible. The trueks hauled many teng of supplies to the
ﬁuﬂW&FlOS during the mcnths of March and Aurﬂ].. Troop movementa
et alon uffectnd using these trucks. Beginning early in April
hotmeal o Juy wasg ~°rr;od to the comparies using the TLD.

>
vehiecles.
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: b)Y A& d“lly ad ministraticn run" to the Battalion
roar at Phu Bal was set up by the S-4 shortly after the Battallion
Command Pcst was eatuollhned at Cac Dol., This run, which was made
by cne of the TiD vehicles, corried troops (for R%R, rctation, or
adninistrative problems), guard wail, U. S. Mail and equipment
requiring repair, to the rear. The truck reported to ths S-l.

rear where trocpa, mail and rguupply items were prs-staged Lor

the return trip.

i, Commnicaticns-Electronicss

(1) Upon the Battalion's return from Hue City equipment
combat losses were requisiticned and an extensive Preventaitive
Maintenance program wasg begune 411 Battalion radio's were remoted

‘to the tcp of Hill 200, in order to faciliate Mmore effoctive control

of ccmpaiies in the Battalion TACUR,

(2) uuﬁﬂng Operaticn HUUSTON, frequent use was made of
C LtS whon “dead space™ was enccuntered and during times
c d°°“s cculd not be employed dusitvo the tactical sit=~

(3) Operaticn HOUSTULN saw an inerease in the number of
adiocs that required repair. This was due to the extonsive use
cf the radios during the two menths preceeding Operaticn LHOUSTONa
The radics weres replaced on o cne for oneg beals with a minimum

number roquiring third cchelon maintehance. '

{L) When the Battelicn Command Group was on the move a

Lo radic-rolay wes empleyed in an effort to find the most
sultable arca for recepitlom. L MRC~-109 was utilized for thisa
purpose end it succesded in providing communiceations at critical |
periode when tsrrain precluded effective commnicatiocns with the

‘CP at Coc Doi.

(1) “m.é March 1968, the forwerd Battelion 4id Station
departed Hue City and drove bg truck convoy to ths railroad tunnel
2%t Cuo Dols The new forward BadS consisted of cne Medical Officer,
Uhiof Hospival Corpasren and soven Hospital Corpsmens The
J x 8B foot arua allceated to the BAS wes covered with a flcooring
woodon pallsts on which canvas cots and strechers were placod
T the carce of thc patients and the billeting of PBAS perscnnel,

wdnt sholves were ccnstrueted to contain the medicaticns and
medical Inctruments. The electric lights, installed by the
micotions aceticon, 1lluminated the sick call area to the
> that miner surgery could be performed at all times. Having

L envirvenmont. in the tunnel, patients with clevated +omynr-
ﬂs were btrecatod and obsurved temﬂorarlly on the ward in com=

-

10 surrcuadlngs before being either sent to the rear BLS
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or returned to their respcctive companies., Bach company in the

field had from H=8 FGSSital Corpamen during Opereticn HUUSTON,
+ P8 i g &

(2) 4 porticm cf the Rattelion Aid Station was ‘sent to

the Phu Loc Firc Basc to set uvp an accessory 2AS prior to the
cperaticn on Bach Ma mountain. This B4S was gstablished in &

candbag, corregeted metal and timber bunker. The medical supplies
were limived to those contained in three beachbags bulb would have
permittod the 2483 to handie rzaulting battle casuglities. How=
ever, due to the ebsence cof enemy cuntact, the only patients ssen
wero those &t slck call for ear infecticins, skin disorders, dyscnt-
ery and obher mincor 1llnesses, Two Hespital Coramen and the Chief
Hospiltal Cerpsman were sent to the top of Bach Ma to handie the
nediceal requirements o¢f the men on the tcp of the mauntain, leav-
ing cne Mcdical Officer and four Hospital Gorpsmen at the Phu Loce
Firs Base 343 for approximately cne wecke Thres days prior to
the descent from Bach Ma tke accessory DAS at Phu Loe returned to
the tumeles ' '

{(3) ©On the rseturn of t Battelion to the tunnel, many
t blisters wero troated and a four man shot team began immun-~
ations. In two increments, a total of 815 Battalion perscanel
¢ lmmunized with 2097 injecticnsa

(L) Cn 9 April 1968, the IMCR Rock Crusher inst tallation
was attacked by enemy mertars, accouniting for soven Wii's in our
TalRe The two BIA's rosulting from this action were attributed
to the erash of a medical evacusticn helicornter at ths Rock
» The charrcd human bcnes salvaged from the wrockage wora

Crushor
"gont To the morgue with two sets of identification tags found at
the gito, b
(£) Three highly suceessful Med Caps were held by the
Battalion 4id Staticn. The Batvtallion Surgson and two hospl’r, '
Corpemen visited the village of Nha Tho Nuoz Nget on April i5th
and 15th: cn april 17th ths Vietnamese Heaval "*a*":n &% Thoa Phu
w1 wag vigitied by the Med Cap pursoconel. Uver 200 men, women
ldran e eated during the thrce Med Caps.

total number of patients sesn during Cperation
with 3 KIAts, 2 WIAKR, 5 WIAN TE and 735 HBCIs.
casualities, 125 were evacuatsd; the remsining
‘'he most significant c@“u"ty preducing agent was
ary te uﬂcturiaT cr amoebic gastro-intestinal
i L tectically significant finding was the incidence
cer infections (otitls externa) produced by the algae in the

Tivur water ot the Phu Loe Fire Base and the Troul River Bridge.

7} It should be addsd that o Hear BAS was maintained in
S B2l for the care cof the patlents sent from the Forwerd BASa
£ deily sick call wis held at thig installation in gddition to_the
~if-
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wainteninee of -roeord: a@d su.ly sectiong, The ned-
ical word of the ..ad wew utilized not on or 2nd sSattzlion, 5th
Herines JatLU“csg but also for potieut overi l W From Coupany lst
'“dicﬂl mebwlu“ﬂ, i v*m"*ta] nlu buAui ond cthoer

= o b

» in thrse ¢ nts, wnoved
;> lavter part oi April,

Lon aid Staeticnts

(1) fZoed Sweeps, ”The primary aishion ol the attached
engincer pletoon Wes O sWos) assigfhed 5 0f road within. the
3attalion's T~UR. A total of 12 anuubLﬂ~~ oI road was covercad
deily. During Uperction ﬁuu»TU&. hefe were three sirnificant mine
incidentses Uit 31 Harech a coumand cond “oiloa directional mine was

‘ detoncted ot ZDUG5013 injuriig one en inesre. (n 7 April a M=37
truck was dos 26062991, wroa 15 | ound COMWQLJ detonzted wina.
Two engpinecrs ¢ the il

four wenmvers of tho & gep seseurity sguad ware
elso injured. On 15 April, using a 2-1 wine detector, the euy=-
ingers loceated a 12 gyound vox nine, % .J?", The wine wed ranoved
from the road with a prappling hool veda

{2) Other bmrinser Dutic
. BWsep acthlblbd5 the ong inecrs
' ng and cons

neir mine
ion in other
*s 1n ufb ¢ owizand

3
“.Qu trugh pits,.

Jroup und tge conpa njes.
091051vo daV¢ch and dud rounds.
C

a1,

zones in thiek jungle ceanopye
] 107cd a wiae duuGCtOP tO
serch for pogsible . stween the Pha Loc &

paeh iee Althoush : mof vaggsaole all the wa
?40 engineers mgde Dypasses &ud dsstroyed ODCt"uCtLOHS S¥L~
> suttalion Couiand Group vehlcles to travel along the road
than it would have been avle ©to ned the luprovemenits not
WMEAE o

& 0_;..)@ %

<o
.
¢
t};
£
Lo,
O

ld messb117 was st~

hot wmecal was
of line con: in
Vocuwmwn cens weire used B
ne About the widdle of
iL'tuu.l for ali e 3 O

e wesshnall

Cm_“ wd 208t Porsome
1 post aven ate at
food to tue line
April, ths wmesshall

in the cowiand post
end breeulast to the

“ast
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the field., Dbue to the liuited nunber of eoois
genedule wos 1r
e tion pPreaxt
cereal, o708
Crefasd ool O trcad wnd colfoe
s.nt to :

doproonlons of trun pOvLotion,
r$ea normcilf LC‘V_D”

H
»
I
ot

Gr
e}

were vell rocelved.

tion AUuETCH was

lonse Durin, thisg
mCCOJJlL hed its wission,
Tion in accouplishing ite
ibdl i bL-.llC.
:ro”ceo geazds g

into the canopy

& effort to ezp the

Constraetion 3attel 1on fock

the guud wmamer .  The
uelly oetieein these TWO

The Leatie
to protect
reportiung -
Two tochis

>"lmmr“
DJvstoﬁ 1is
the o ouiaas
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secondly,

setvoldion TAC
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s mattolion

At
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cr CAY units des 86 nis
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