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OO~ND CHR01-TOLOGY, zrm Bfl..Trf'AL:iOJ~, 'iTH ~\.RlNES JULY 1967 

. , , -","@;\ 
\~~~~J!~1 
~-O~gmrl.mtional Data. 

(1 j Looation: 1-31 July'1967, An' Roa 1?VN 
, 

, . 
(2) OOJ!lIlBnd~B:... Off~~Staff or£ic::nr :tnd. g9mG\Iliz:~,Cd.nd#rs: 

", .. 

Corrmanding Offie er 

Executive Officer 
S-1 

S-2 
S-3 

, ".S-4 
S-5 

,GommO ' 

. ~plyO 
00 H&SCo 
OOOoE 

00 OaF 

CO OoG 
00 OoH 

LtCol M. C. JACKSON, JR. 
LtCol G. C Q M::l11i\ UGHTOtT 
Major\~ i T. FISffER 
Ca.pt p;, A. 0 1 MA LLE'{ 
2ndLt L. D. ORIANDO 
2ndI..t' J. J 0 HOR1J'AK 
2ndLt E. G. ,MEUTERS 
H'l .. jor R. H. Ef?A U 
l~jar F. Rt. CA.REitl 
Capt -;'.0 -'10 1/.7::4 

. Gapt; J. Ii. LCWM\N 
'i stLt J. ,,,. NE\.rrON 
2nd.l,t: }l. i\. C[UtDELL 
2ndLt 'vI. F. NIXON 
2ndLt K. I. LEE 
Ca.pt J. A. MAGYAR 
Oa.pt D. J. POWERS 
1 stLt T. D. Llill'j -
Capt G. F. m:r-HUCG 
1stLt M. ]3" TtJT?LE 
Capt J. D. ICGill:!:R 
1 stLt' J. ,]3. g:nrR\S 
Capt F. J .LEl'-TI'l/\.RTZ 
Capt R. W. -M"~t~SDEN 
Capt J .H. C01",11l'I.N 
vapt G. '>Tn BOWEPS 

( 3)' SupPorting and. A =ttaohed Uni t s: , 

Det Hq Co 5th l-br (Radi6Relay) 
2rid.Plt CoB, 1 st Engr Bn' 
Det ,Rad ReI and Canst Co, 7th Comm Dl'l 
Det Connn Co lIq Dn 1~tMarDiv 
Det ITT, Hq En, 1 st~:rDiv 
2d Plt bOAt 1st Tank Bn 
2d' Plt CoB, 1st AT Bn .~~ 

3d PI tCoA., 3d Amtrac J3n 
Det .ARVN Lia.ison ·Tea.m ' 
5th AA : P1 t, 29th CA Co U8ri, 
Btry E, 2d Bn, 11 th roAr 
Det W Dtry, 2d Bn~ 11th Mar 
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1-18 Jul67 
19-31 .Jul61 
1-31 Jul'67' 
1-5 Ju167 
6-31 JuJ.67 
1-31 Jul67 
1-31 Jul67 ' ... 
1-12 Ju167 
13-31 Ju167 
1-20 Jul61 ' 
21-31 Jul67 
1-31 Ju167 
1-31 Ju167' 
1-,1 Jul67 
19-31 Jul61 
1 JUl.67 

, 2-31 . Jul.67 
; 1-31 Ju167 _ 
1-31' Ju167 
1-4 Ju167 
,5~31 JuI67 . 
·1-3· JuIES7 
4-31 Jul67 
1-31 JU167 
1-20-Ju167 
21 .. 31 Jul67.;t 
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Det 11th Ml' Bn 
Det 1 at Denta 1 Co 
LSU 1 st F srt FJJJ 

• 
Const Bn" tvBint 301 p1,[ N&'.. ' 
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Det Ser Co Hq Bn, 1 stMarDiv (Exchange) 
Det HqCo Het Bn, 1stMarniv (Post Office) 
Det 15th Aerial Fort Squadron USlI.F . 
Det !st Ranio Bn.FMF 
1 st PIt 3d 8" HOt-I Btry 
Det 7th Engr Bn 

. '(4) A..verage Monthly Strength: 

USMO 
OFF ENL 

-38 1 027 ~ 

UsN 
OFFENL 
-3- 54 

B. ,Commander's Na:rTative of Significant Events 

OTHER 
OFF ENL ' 
15 385 USM:: 

2 48 USN 
:2 6 USA. 

4 USA.F 

General: Increased enemy activity kept 2/5 Marines h~vily conmdtt,ed 
threaghout the TAOR cluxing the month of July.. On 3-4 .;July, a fullscale ground 
attack was la'tmched against the Nong Son Combat Base marking the beginning of 
frequent enenw probes of all friendly units in the 2/5 TAO~ 

• : t ~ \ \ 

, Indi'oative of th~ stepped' up enemy aetivity were the incres.sed mining 
incidents .along Liberty Road fmm An Hca (AT 875475) to Phu wc (6) (AT 926527), 

"t'''' anq., for the first time, between A.n Hca and Nong Son (AT 813381). Increased· ' 
.ombat pa.trolling in the viCinity of Liberty Road, skillfully placed observa.tion_ 
p()stlr,and ~l1e return of the Phu Lac "(6) Oombat B3.se to 2/5 control have proved 
sucessful :i,rt checking mining incidents. 

1 July to 10 July 

On 2 . july , Ct\p N-2,located A.t }lRu Chc'ln (2) (A.T 888472), utilizing 
intelligence gained from lOCA.l Vietnamese, obs,erved an estimated VC platoon 
el'l.st of thai r po si tion in the vic'ini ty (Il T 888'490). A request -....a s submi tt~a and 
subsequently filled, for 1'1. SpookY l'I.i'ror'lft. The enenwmoved to .the vicinity 
(AT 92,495) were they were observed' by the Spooky a.ircraft. Spooky brought 
h9)'Vy fire on the suspected enenw positions dispellin~ the enenw threat on 
M3.u Chanh (2). The action 8gA.in proved the M;m Chanh (2) CAP unit a valuable 
intelligence SOl.'Tce.' 

The fact that the enemy bad incre~sed ~ctivityolose in to the An'Hoa 
Combat Base ".as Clearly indic'l.ted during a Company H plato\Jn patrol on ~ July. 
While moving tomrd an objective, 'one M9.rin~ tripped a booby trap in the , 
vicinity (AT 887478), 15JO meters out of the camp. The booby trap, of the 
"Min chain" va.riety, resulted in one Marine KIA and 5 Hl.rines WIA despi.te 

'~ 
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t1!e "'11 "",0 ad tah«jl.hA~Jjl.~\l~~li e troops. I<i th:lJ'1 ; 5 mi"utas a~t or 
the incident; lea.d,',elemetlts .of-the.-'SA.me~a.trol received 15-20 . rounds sit>.. tire 
front a.n unknown nurlmer~ of va in the vicinity ell.T 924495). The Marines returned 
fire a.nd advanoed on the enenw positions wh;i.le an 18 :round 105 mission ~s fired • 

. 'fhe a.sae.ult. uni tIs sea"1Ch, howeVer, yielded negative results. ' 

. On 3-4 July, a Company F platoon, loca.ted at the upper Nong son posi tioll 
(AT 813383) came under heavy attack. A seouence follows: 

! . \ 

031035H - The Compa.ny F Commander reported that the villagers from '1'u 
Xuan (2), (AT 795362) am Ninh Hoe. (3) (A.T 797366) were evaouating. their 
v-iU'ages and. that they ",'ere "terrified". The p~ple reported 200 NVA in grid 
square (AT 7937), crawling toward Nang· Son. Their reported mission; to atta.ck 
the M<3.ri:nes at Nong Son or seal off the heavily fortified Tu Xuan area. The 
Oomparw F Commander requested arlillexy and fixed wing be called in on the 

~. en~ target. 

· ' 

o 31050H, - Three hundred rounds of arlill er,y were fired into grid. square 
(AT 193~7). An additional ;00 rounds were fired. into the fortified villa.ge ot 
Tu XUan (KT 7953). A request for an AO and fixed wing, r9tluest #03-38, \rBS 

supmitted to Divi sion 14 on an Astl .. Pbasis. The request vtls never tiJ.led 

032327H ... A Company F l.i:d:;cmjl'~ post reported; "I have movement to my 
front. II Within second.s., two tmnamissiona fOllowed; ItThey're a.ll a.round me", 
a.nd, ''We'Ve been C1Ier'ruJi1"", Simultaneously, the Uf'per Nong Son position Came 
under intense mortar fire, followed immediately by a.ttacking grOund forces .. 
Enemy fOl.'Ces inolUded ::6ppera, rtflemen,and one flame section. The recon mrit 
Gabaret, observed the attack from it's pOSition, (AT 836318), a.nd requested 
artill ery on the att!\cking eneII'\Y. 

032332H ... Company E, o"p.er~ting in the western end of the Ant8nna Valley, 
W6s ordered by CO 2/5 to mOVe to the Nong Son position where the Company (-) , 
~s to reinforce Company F and one platClon Was to continue on to Ninh 131nb (;) 
"(AT 825374) to reinforoe CAP N-1' s position. ; '-

032340H - The first X9~ds of '''I.rtillery support impacted aroUnd .. the· gage 
_of the upper NongSon position. Fire miSSions, adjust'ed by Cabaret, were 
tired on observ'ed targets as well as suspected enenw routes of egress. 
Continuous ill~l1.<I.tion ~s provided, first by artillt3:ty Rnd later by a 
Spooky aircr;l.f't. A.rtillery rounds fired in support of Compan.'f F totaled 75 
rounds, 155 ho .. litzer illumin'ltion; 25 rounds, 8" HE; and 255 I'Olmd&, 155 
howl. tzer HE. 

032349H - The Company' F Commander started up the hill with one squad to 
reinforce the embattled platoon. 

032400 - Company- F reinforcements reaChed the top of Nang Son hill m.king 
initial contaot with the enemy. Several bunkers had been oVerrun by" the eneII\V 
and th.o wire -breached in seveml areas, but one squad ha.d refused ttl be kioke9-
ot£ the hill. Joiningireimorcements with the tenacious s~ua.d, the Comparw 
CoJllllilnder q1liOkly. establish~ advantageous nachine g;qn",PQ.iQ·tions·and-commepced 

In~-fL~$JI'-"-;j- ;, .' '~'.., .. '. . .- : 
I:·. ,c}J] 1.1 if'.j",' 'i Ij . ..,J,' ." .' . , 
; - -- ~Lb:l ~I ....·''.:-:;:{t~Yi~J''· 
,,_ .. ·---~==-c,~c_,==--_,_~ ~ . 
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, ~lllng tHe en.enw baok off the hill. As the enenuwithdrew, 81MM mortars 
were renBnned and brought b"l.ck into A.ction. 

040047H - Company E a.rrived 'lot the Nong Son position and assumed 
responsibility for the middle and lower defensive positions. The remaining 
elements of Company F moved to the top of the ,hill to reconsoJti.date that 
position. 

. I' , 

040117H - The enelI\Y broke c(lnt"lci; ,<md Withdrew from the hill. SpooklY and 
artillery provided continual illuminJ\t"ion until first light, while Marine 
casualties were med-evaced. 

Results of the action: 10 usm KIA, 3 USA. KIA.; 4 3 US~D WIA, 39 va KIA, 
(Con:f.}:,;, equ:ipment captured; .4 AK-47 , s, 16 AK-47 zmga.zines, 1 flame thrower, 
1Zsa;tchel charges, 7i C!hiC'om grenades and miscelL'3.neous documents. 

While the b'3.ttle roged on Nong Son hill, the A)l HoB. Oombat Base came 
under intense mortar fire; an apparent'ene~ atte~t, to stop all fire support 
tp the embattled C'omparw F. In excess of ~~ 3n1H/8~ . rounds f'ell into the 
camp. MOr!;ax f'lashes were spotted by the An Hoa tower watch, aolllpa.!\y G on 
the A.n HoB. permi ter, fJ,nd the Arrrry A.dvisors a.t Duc Due District 'Headquarters. 
Echo l;3attery 2/11 'and -the 1 st -platoon }rd SIt Ba.ttery 2/11 (Rein) quickl;y fired. 
oounter-mortar fires wh:i,le IIBintaining continual fire support to Conipa.ny F. As 
a result of the outstanding artillery' su:ppori,enemy mortars were silenced ,and 
and the attempted diversiona.ry tactic thwRrted. 

. The Nong Son Combat Base continued ta be a target of enenw probe activity 
over thenaxt several days. On 5 July, COmp':l.lW E, located at the'i"niddle Nong' ' 
Son position (AT 823389), reported movement and voices on the road running 
parallel. to their position. A't the sa.me time, a Company E listening post in 
the viCini ty:of the lower Nong Son position reported hearing 4 VC moving up 
the.~untain. 

Both Companies E & F went on 1'O~ alert. Several minutes later, the 
middle position received 1 incoming h"l.nd grenade. Snnll arms fire and hand 
grenades were returned "tnd the enerrw' movement' stopped. ,The lower listening 
post then spotted 4 VC on the mountain slopes and took them under fire. 
Additional sit:Lngswere nade by the Cabaret reCon unit,who directed fire on 
the eneIIt'f. ' 

Fifteen minutes after the initial'incidents, aompany F, located on the 
, Upper Nang Son position (AT 814383), was probed by an estiril9.ted squad of va. 

While one listening post reported movement, another received 15 rounds A/"'4;f 
fire and the comparw pom tion received 50 roUhds S/A fire and one band grenade. 
The action in Oompany F' s position resulted in 1 USMC XI A. , while the sre.rch a.t 
first light revealed blood trails indicating 1 va IaA (Frob). . . 

Between 06001H and 060230H, enenw probes into Company FtspoBition were 
frequent. Another fonr va were obserITcd in the vicinity (AT 815385) and were 
taken tmder fire. The initial burst of' fire cut three of the va down, but by 
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morning the bodies had been drR.ggcd a.~y. Furt}ler search of the are!3. resulted 
in the discovery of 1 set of wire cutters~ 1 s9.tchel charge, 7 ChiCom grenades 
and 1 whip antenna. 

1*,.51e Nong Son was being 'Probed, the an Hoa Complex Security Chief" l,"eported 
that one VC Battalion had crossed the 'Song Thu Bon into grid squares (AT 8850 , 
8950, 8849 and 8949). Further information indioated that two additional VC 
Battalions were waiting to oross the river in the Giang Hoa. (2) Island area. 
(AT 8852, 8952,: 8851, and 8951). Artiller,v missions were fired into the 
suspected eneIllf po s1 tions and a Spooky aircraft called on station. A total 858 
rounds of artillery ,'rere fired by Ech:> 2/11, 3rd. eu Howitzer platoon, 1/3/11 
and L/4/11, ~d were controlled by Spooky 1-1, and later, by Spooky 1-2. 
Following the al;"tillery strike, 7 flights of f"ixed wing aircraft were flown 
in On the target. Onoeag-ain, the supporting fires were effectively oontrolled 
by the Spool<y airorafto 

On 6 July, Company G moved to Nong Song n.nd Company F assumed the 
res:ponsibili tics of the An ijoa perimeter defense. Gompany Hand COlIl];lar.(y" 
E (-) aoted as Maneuver ComPanies, while one platoon of' Company E remained. 
in Ninh Binh (3) providing seouti ty for CAP N..,.1..· : ; 

" Company G continued a (l.et9.iled seA.l'Ch of the Nong Son mountain 
discovering an addi tiollc'1.l vcr KIA bringing the count to 40~ Additional equipment 
oaptured inClucled 6 Cl1iCom grenades and 6 satchel oh~rgesc 

On 6 July:, a Com;,>any H phtoon combat p~trol sent out to oheck iihe 'l.ree. 
of the artillery and 8.ir strikes, observed 6 VC on the western bank of the Song 
Thu Eon (l\..T 870507). ',{hile maneuvoring to ,more advantageous f"iring posi ti'ons 
3 VC were spotted in a house %'lIang the trail. The 'PlAtoon took the va under fire 
and killed 2, the third escaping into the thiok underbrushe, 

On 7 July, Compa:rw G discovered two more VC poi1ies on the slQpes of" Nang 
Son hill increasing the VC KIA. count to 42. An additional 2 ChiCom, grenades 
were found with the bodies •. 

Company q continued combing the mountain side~ and on 8 July, a suspeCted 
VC patrol base Was looated in the vicinity i)f (AT 8'11377). Pc thori>1,lgh sa.!.:~eh 
of the - ta'rboring site yielded 50 bamooo canteens, blood stained packs and 
6 ChiCom grenades. 

On 8 July, a 0-130, while naking a nc'~:.t:-:eaEtorn a-pproach to the An Roa" " 
airfield, reoeived sniper fire from the viCinity of (AT 8948)~ Two 300aliber 
:rtnmds rippeclthrough one engine and two fuel tan..l{s, forcing the aircraft to 

. rennin at An Hoa overni~t for neCessary repairse Artillery was fired on the ,'.' 
suspected enanw positions and patrols were ~i:~rtec1l from their pre,:",planned 
.routes in an attempt to flush out the va. The patrol met with negative results •. 

Mining incidents on Liberty Road continued to plague Marine oonvoys 
between An Roa a.nd DanangG On 8 July, the second vel'..icle in oon'V'Oy detoriated 
a' box type mine (AT 908481) which was of' an estimated 60 Ib size.· The inoident 
resulted in 2 US~ KIA. 
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On 8 July', . further indi.oe.tions th"tt the cnerTW ... e.s t,rorking close to, 
An Hoa. Combat Bnse were brought to lig..~t" . Marines of Company F manning .the 
An Roa. perimeter, observed 8 Vietnamese, ce.rrying 1t.1hata.Ipe1'\lred \.9 be .' 

/ 

Ca.nisters and baskets, move into a treeline (AT 880480) stop and. obse:rv& 
Mlrine' positions through binooularS'o A Compan,y H 'sqmd was dispa.tohed to'''\. 
i~,.~"tig'l"l.to the si tingG l'bving into the treeline., the sqtad . discovered an '" 
&~proximated 1"0 ton rice cache, located ;in a cluster of huts. The squad 
a.pprehended 7 Vietnamese 'and returned to the aombat Base" ' Battalion 8-2 
interrogation of the detainees indicated that 20-30 1'VA were located in 
Thu Bon (3) (AT SS05(.JOL, /I. 1Q5 fire mission was firoo on the strength (>f 
the intelligence" 

On 9 July'; a Compe.lJ;:r H squaa. OJ? along Liberty Road (AT 914483), spotted . 
several va ".d.th ',.,eapons 0:1. the high gro~T1(l located in the vicir.d. ty (AT 912466)~ 
The squad onllod in and adjusted artillery on the'Va while moving up to, the 
enenw_ No indioations ov va oasualties were f01mn. • 

. On 10 July, a Cm!tpany H ambusn (AT 887481) Ob80J?v'eCl."1 va moving along 
. -s' trail in the vicinity (AT 889487) 0 '!IhoVC ,,)as twice challonged and taken 
-c.nder:J'~'<> The wotm.de<l VC ,.;18.8 s.pp~'ehende0. and i'o~fflrded to the 2/5 Battalion 
Aid Station fo:r.' medicF).1 tr-eatme!l.t p"nd 8-2 interrogation" 

11-20 JuJ.y 

During this pe.r':LOQ" Comp:=m;y G r.e1Il<rined ~t :Hong Son Combat 'Base, Company 
F mainta.inedthe An Roo, Fer-meter -while Cotn;:'lanies H & E served as M3.neuver 
Companies. 

" ., 

That enemy f>.cth-.1. ty 1..va,8 again building up in the lifo 11.'5 , Son a1.'ea 'became 
apparent on 11· July, when rOI' the first tim'? sj_nce "the road's opening, a mining 
inoident occured. A' 6x6 truok loaded wi th 4~2 amllmni tion hit the mine in the 
vicinity (AT 856408). The incident r'esulted in 5 USJyfj vlIA. 

At the same time~ IJompany G at Nang Son,\~'.s informed by fleeing 
Vietnamese oivilians thBt 200 WA were at that time occupying'their village;' , 
Phuoo Hoi (20 787316)" An ariel observer "';~'S immediately oalled up em sta.tion 
and £i:Jced' .wing strikes run in the &~O::O:?,,, Fcllo"",:tne; the e,ir strikes the A/O 
reported 12 vn tunnel complexes in the viC'i.n'i ty ';Ter'] destroyed .. 

. Again';' on 13 July, 2 pressure type mines were located on Liberty Road 
between An Rca Oond Nong Son in the vioinity (~T 854417) and (AT 858410). Th~ 
f'irst mine, o.n eEitirrstcd 20 1b ~~1:;,·r2G· as di~a~rmec1 and removed by 1tJarine, 
engineers; the second~ of estiil'.J.tecl ~O Ib :3i.;~e9 ';;<:,8 -olovin in plaoe~ 

Enell'ty' aotivity agad:1 shifteo. Tlorth to tho )"n Hoa vlcinitYe 

On 1'4 July, CAP N-2, loea-ted at M:tu .Cha.nh (2) (A.T 888472), hEAro. vc 
broadro st ers addressing the vil3Rgers over .loudspeakers from three positions 

OPETEW'Hr. 
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(AT 887482)';- (AT 893483) a.nd (AT ,895476). The CAP e,stimated 4 to 6 Wat ;' 
e!10h position';' telling the viflagers to get in their bmlicers beoause the 
M,lu Chanh unit, was guing to be hit. Artillery fires were immediCl.tely fired I 

on two kno'Wl1 va assembly are9.S in an abandoned village located a't (AT 888491) .,/ 
and (AT 896488). As the first rounds went into the tn.rget, the ChP sqm.d 
leader observed 20 VCthrough field glasses, moving across a paddy toward ,the ... 
northesstern end of the An Hoa airstrip. The CAP leader shifted. the artillery 

. pnto the va and observed excellent target coverage. BothDuc DUc and. An R~ 1 
on to 1<:>0% alert status for the rest or the night but enent{ movem,ent a.ppare1ltly, 
stopped. The- searc,h conducted at firet light of the target area. ;y:i'elded '.1 

negative results. 

On 15 JUly t Company H ( ... ) launohed a Company sf ~ sea:rch and de~troy 
, 'operation;, several enemy si tings '\olCre ill9.de. On 15 July, 8 va with pa.cks and 

rifles were obsezved in the vicinity (AT 877387). The enemy >-Jas pinned -down 
by Marine fire while an artillery mission ....as called in on the position. On 
17 July, 8 more VC were observed digg"ing in on a hill in the vicinity 
(AT 887392)". Artillery ~s called in on the enerrw while Ml.rines Imneuvered 

,in on the position. In the first volly, "5 VC were obseIVed to fa.ll, but by 
the time M1.rineuni ts reaChed the posi tionsall indioations of enenw . 
ollsW\lties haclbeqn removed •. ,On 18 July, Os 1 stM9rDiv ordered 2/5 ,to assume 
reaponsibilityfor tMt portion of 1/7' s TfiOR encompassed on the west and 
north by the Song Thu Bon and on the eao st by the railroad tracks. The cha.nge 
necessi tated the, return of Company H to the An Hoa Combat Base. COJ,llJ?B.ny E 
moved north to occupy the Phu lac (6) Combat fuse (ftT 925527). 

Numerous si tinge and contiml.Ous intelligence reports indicated nessive 
eneII\V troop movements throughout the TAOR. Both E/2/11 and the 3rd 8" HOwitzer 
Battery fired intelligence missions and H&I fires around the cloCk into . 
suspected enGny easna.l"bi~s:.··· . 

In t};u3An Hoa area, 'intelligence reported an enemy unit of unknown s:l.:zet". 
in the viCinity (AT 674499). The target lotls fired on. On 17 July, loca~ 
intelligenoe reported troop units of unknown size mbving in the vioini ty 
,of (AT 885440) and (AT 895492); artillery covered both targets., 

i I.' .\ f'i] 

On 19 July, OC'mpany G at the Nong Son Outpost reported that 'a laXge t:roop~,: 
movement, :vic. (A TO 143e4) hs.d been Picke<.!.ll? b¥ the 'llPS 2h A§ti"iqi' " 
heavy artillery- ~~reS were put on tne sUSpecteCl enenw. 

At 192300H1 movement was reported south and southwest or the An Hoa. 
perimeter. At the same time, a Popular Forces listing post located in the 
vioinity (i\.T 866494) received several inCOming ~ ,,:'l'OU~ fromeneny p:)sitio~t, 
on the western bank of the Song Thu Bon (AT' 860490). 'mtl.e; Popular Fo:r:o as 
re~ed SjA f'ire a.nd received 5 60MM mortar rounds for their trouble. CAP, 
IT-2 at K1.u Chanh, (2) (I\.T 888472) also received 30- 40 :t"O'lmds of small arms fire. 
:Both An Hoa. and CAP N -2 went to 1000t alcrt',Zld Spodty ~" c3Jlled. on 5\3. t un. On 
request of the A.rrrr:! .4dvisior Rt DUb-Duo Dist'riot He'1.daU!:l.rt~rs, BH·1M oOlmter­
morta.r fires"were fired on the suspected enenw pos:i,tions in the vicinity (AT ' 
860490)." , ~, .,." ,~", 6 .. ..,.> ~ , ' 
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20-31 JuJ. 

On 23 July, a Company E aombat partol,operating ant of the Phu WO (6). 
aomhat Base- (AT 925529), surrounded a knmm VC village in thei.vicinity 
. (AT 938510).' The kit aarson Scout working tvi th the M3.rines ordc;r-cd the 
villagers out of their huts. As the villagers come ou.t, 4 Vc attempted escape 
but Marines quickly took them under fire. The action resulted in 4 va ICtA 
and tho co.ptura of 1'M-1 rifle, 1 ~r.;..26 frag grenade, 2 cartridge belts and 
1 medical I~ t, During the operation, the platoon· received an estimated ~O~O '. 
rouzids sna arms from snipers Wi thin- the village. The sucoessful utilizn:ro.on 
of the Kit,J}arson Scouij, howevEn:,enabled the Marines to register VC laAts without 
suf'f" eringai fri en<lly ce. sual ty.. . 

Mining ac ti vi ty J a I though 3.:\ a pp e'ired to 0 cas e between An Hoe. and Nong 
Son, continued t~ be a problem hetween An Hoa and Phu Lao (6)0 On 24 July, 
the engin~~±:;sweep te8.m looRted 1 pressure type box mine estinated to' be 30 
Iba in siz(}'~-'; The mine was removed by the engineers, dis~rmed and returned to 
the 2/5 S-2. 

On 26' July, the sweep team 10cqt ed a 20 lb ch"3.rge in the vicinity 
(AT' 921514) ~ It was noted. that mine fMome had been constructed from Maca-med 
U. S. ammo boxes • 

. On 25 July, a. Company E sqUfl.d size p'l.trol operating east of Liberty' 
Road in thcvioinity (AT 922507) oome under S."./AW fire from three concealed 
enentY' positions in the vioinity (AT·.9?25(M). The squa.d le:'l.dor and one other 
man were seriously wounded in the im tial burst of fire. The Mlrines returned 
fire-, call(3d in artillery and evacuated the wounded o Wi th one squad .'. 
reinforc~theMa.nnos :continued to drive tm'19.ro the enerrw while an A/O direc.ted 
fixed wing air titrikes on the sus'[lected positions. When Marines arrived, 
however, the cneJIW' had removed all evidence of oasualties, lco.ving behind only 
the trench system and .fighting holes from ,v}:tich the ambush had been. conduoted~ 

On 27 July, the sweep team toward Phu Lac (6) received one rouncl sniper 
fire reSID tine; in 1 USTvJJ WIA. (Evac). Fire .,...as returned in the sniper infesteCI. 
aroo. and ~ search was conducted but a.ll evidence of enenW' activity had vanished. 

Agal ~n27 J1,l,J;{ ~Dn 'J':..l2~~,·e.: depa:rting the Phu ~c (6) ~ombatBuse;' J.t a • 
mine in tho vicinity (AT 910505), resulting in 6 US)',D WIA. The crippled.v_ehiola r 

.and M:l.rine' seCurity inmediately Came under concentrated enenw sniper f'iL"e" 2/5 
)cbrm~s tIUickly establish~d do perimeter aroGnd 'thO. ~iti:h6. ; "'i-otumed' .fire ... .., 
oared for the w::>unded I'!.nd oalled !.::Jr medica}_ ev8cu"l.tion -.'il'Qhiolo,. ., , •.. 

It. is' significant to note tba:t; the mine was dcton'l.ted in an area reCently 
traveled' by an 11th Motors o onvoy , indioating th.9.t the mine had been set .13.f"ter 
both the sweep and convoy. As a. result, 2/5 incre'lsed the tempo of counte~­
mine operations along Liberty Ro~d, inoluding the daily implacement of 7 
observation posts along the route. 
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On 29 Ju4r, 0. platoon from dompany r .·\oio~1dng with l'F's OO~due"ted. a. 
search arid destroy operatioh in conjtiDtion with a platoon f~ Compa~E. 
The operation 00'17 ared the Phu Nhm.n are8. west of the Q Id Liberty Road and 
e'lst" of the Solig Thu Bort (A.~ 9050). In an attempt to deCeive the reported va 
Units, the pla.toon searol\.ea Ph.u NhUln (7).(~T 909485)until_1400TI. At. that 
time Compa~ E established a block'· at Phu Nhaun (2) (A.T 903520) ani the 
Compa.~ F platoon drove north. While moving in the vioinity of (AT 699512) 
the Comparw F platoon received. heavy snaIl ~rms -and automatic ,"Tropons fire 
from concealed. ene:t!W" positions in the vicinity (AT 890509) and (AT 901509). 
While the pla.toon DBnemrered into firing positions, artillery was brought 
in on the .suspected enemy posi tians. M:Jving mder the artillery fire the 
platoon assauJ.ted. through a tree line 80m established de!'!.dly ~ berS' ... ::· 
on the. withd.ro.wirig eneIIlf.. As artillery lifted Huey gunships r'n·.~ad in and. 
continued pursui1P hi' fire;." _ Marine forces sust~ined 1 USN ('lOA.) 1 USM) WIA. And 
1 IF WIA. Adva.ncing elements··(')r the Company F platoon ho'Wever~::-bse1"'lTed. the 
va dragging 10-15 bodies away from the battle arco.. While mede-vacs were being 
conducted, the VC broke contact. The COIJIp'\ny F ~lato;:m swept to the blocking 
pos:i tion ancl then continued their ~ovement to the Phu lAo (6) Comba.t Base. 
While naking tho- night movement tlri'ougtt thick vegat'1.tion, one Marine detonated 
a booby trap of estimq,ted81MM size or !I\rger. The inoident resulted in11 
USr-u WIA. 

/ t . :.bn31 .Ju:t.v, aompany E conducted a mech~nized tank/ini'antry patrol east 
of Phu:lAc (6) .Combat :Base (A.T 925521). While naneuvel'ing through the known 

~
arQa' - tva -ldth w~pons were Observed in B. tree line vicinitiy (AT 956524) 

.

9·Pi9. .. ·.ni..s:te.~. :roun.dS w:re :f'ir~d ~nt.Q.the .enenw PO~ition-!~ an $st:iit-:"ted 1-?tO., • •. 20 
. ~ .force, retunred -1;1>()s~ou.nds· si/AW1 ~e. ~l'Jn~s _ qU1clf'1y '. ~ 

, ." .fire s1i;periority and swept through the e!iemypo3itions 1·iL!-'-'5 thebod:1.~s 
"'" va KIA~. Ctmtinuing the attack, tanka-again Came under heavy. fire £:rOm . 
concealed enenW positions "ViCinity (AT 951531). Inco:n:u:ning fire inC?luded.4 a.nti:-
tank rocke;'a,. a.nd a heavy volume of 50 cal/30 ca.l machinegun fire~ Tanlcs and 
infantzy again: returned fire, . Observing VC rUn into a house during the fire 

.. ri~t, tank i'ire was directed into the target. A direct hit v.as scored and 
the eneDtt broke oontact .. S8a..rQh: or the enenrr poai tions was Ill9.de _ossible by 
darkness. . 

The-l.d.oertY·Road. from An Hoa. to Phu Lao (6) is still to beconsiderisd a.'~, 
danger area, beoause of mines and snipers c. "~. series of 7 observation posts 

. are IIRnnedfrom.first light to dusk a.nd iTi cormection With daily mine sweeps 
ha.ve had noted. e.ff'eot in checkingVC ininimp; <\ctivities. In addition, (Nery 
oonvoy lea.Ving. the An Roa Combat Base forD!:l.M.ng is preceedeQ b:1 a. l:1tino'sweep 
team and squad¢ombat :p~trol. 

... Frequent infantry/mechanized patroiling on and in the Vicinity of 
, the Liberty Rond. has nriva'l'l. VC snipers back; almost tot1:l.l1y -el:i.minating th~ 

tbrS9.t. 
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SEQUENTIt\L LIsrING OF SIGNIFICl\.N'l' EVEl'lTS, ESPIDI4.LLY A.S TREY RELATE TO: 

};. ? ersonnel a'l'ld Administra tiQ!l;: 

a. Casualties' 

KIA WIA 
14 b7 

. DA'IT:l.E 

~ 
o 

MIll 
.0 

SERIOUS 
13 

b o Joined d1..lI'ing JuJ.y: 
USMC 

OFF--ENL 
13 183 

c. Transferred durtl~ July~ 

. 
~. 

WON SERIOUS 
42 

DEATH 
-1--

TOTAL" 
139 

~ 
OFF E11L 
1 10 

d. Narrative Summary: C1\.'1rgeable strength remained. below 90% 
of' the Manning level for the first three quarters of' the month, 
present strength is 90 0 7% of the manning level.. G'ritical . 
shortages in the en.listed ranks 3 ssgt 0369 and 100 En1. 03~' 
Present cti tical shortA.ges 8.'rs '1$ f'ollmvs~ l' Capt 0"202 and 4-
~apt 0402". 

(1)' Administrative sCipplics'~l'e s-[:;ill :1.n s:t.::n·i; suppl~f.. The' 
:Battalion pres8:!'l.tly has' a limited suprr1y of' fitness repor'us" 
VA insur['.nc e fo :""l£18 :i."OJ~ 8GLI, =:n Tag Blanl:s'<> 

(z) Of'fice I16chines, especiall~ typewriters are in poor' 
oondition,al1.d the t:Lne reqDirec to repair these ma;chines 
is excessive" 

a~ Court Martials Tried /' I;endi'l.l."'~~ 

b. Non JudiCial Punishment 20 
(1), l!7 ]~.tt9.lion C'omma.nde,r:: ___ L_,~ 
(2) ]Y'~omp8.:J;J· CCll'lllI?nC!_e~ __ , Tj _. 

SUS .I$7ii 

DECLASSIFIED 



'. 

DECLASSIFIED 

• • 
~. Morale, PX and Postal Sexviceer: 

a. MOrale is considered excellent. 

b. The Marine Oorps EXchange located in An Boa. provides excellent 
service. A'll neCessities are a'Vailable with the exception of 
emrelopes and mirrors. 

o. Chaplains Activities: C'atholic and Protestant services: 
were held during the month. Protestant Sunday services totaled 
13 with an attendance of 378. Oatholic Sunday msses: totaled' 
9 w:ith an attendance of 431. The chaplain held 4 lectures on 
religion in Vietnam with 119 persormel attending. 3 visitS' were 
nado to companies in the field. The chaplain m."3.de 8 hospital 
visits to 1st Medical 13attalion. 40 professidnal counseling 
interviews' were held during the m:mth of July. 

4. Thtel1igenoe 

8. General: Daily reports received· from the 1st Marine Division, (0..2'), 
7th M:t.rine Regiment, 1st 'MI3.rine Regiment, 1st CIT and 3rd and 9th ITT are 

continually processed by the 2'/5 S~2 in ~n effort to compile accuxate trends 
in enenw aotivity and. movement in '\Il(lL <\round the Tf\.OT;. More importantly" 
intelligenoe reports from An Roa a.nd Nong Son Security Police, Due Due 
District. Hea.dqtt_'l,rters "l.nd the detl'tiled debriefing of patrol leaders were 
closely analy~ed. and often resulted in solid and successful oontaot with an 
unsuspecting enemy .. 

. - {I} The 1st Recon Battalion debriefing forms were Used- tb..<effe~tively 
~ppl.~ment')1:.<hU. 2/5 S!l2:.d.a:tA. on'cnernY-:l:cti",it;y in tl!le..-.~OK..';. ,", ::. -.-.',,- "- • 

"- (Z-)- Dissemination of intelligenCE! was accomplished mainly by spot 
report, daily intsums to Division a.nd drdly briefings. In addition, as 
intelligence reports pertaining to a particular ar3a of the TAOR -were received, 
they ~re immediately transmitted to units in~h0 field. direCtly concerned. 

(3) Members 6f the S:-2 :provided 8~;.1{ bO\ll~S instruction to the new 
arrivals in the Battalion. The classes i~~.o] uf.!.ed History/Polit1ca;l. Situa:tipn of· 
Vietnam, Terrain and Weather, Enemy Situat:1.on and CA.pabili ties-;- Detainees and -
PW's,. Kit Oarson Scouts and. weapons used by tho VC~ In ad.dition,- instruction 
iAaS given to the 3-2" sCouts cn Prisoner Handling~ Map Reading, Foreign Weapons 

and the TPs:..21. 

(4) Liaison visits to Duo Due District, An Hoa/Nong Son Securi"ty 
ForceS' and-the Arrrw Special Forces CF\Jl1P tempornr:ily - loo~ted at An Hoa were 
mde daily. By keeping abreast of a.ll friendly unit movements and contacts 
in and' arotmd 'the TAOR, current and accm:"8.t e intelligence information was 
f,':!.ined, which,' when compiled I'tTId A.na.lyzed., in total, presented a. oloor pioture 
of overall enellW a.ctivity. 
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(5) 8-2- Scouts WElr,e contin·ui:tlly in the;! fiela. working with the rifle 
companies and pX'oved·tobe· of invalTh'lble a·s~istance. 

''':~''' ! .-:" .- " '" • 

(6) Kit'~a-r:,sOn' Scouts·, employe!" with the M.1.ri.he SMuts in -the field, 
provided rifle compariie:s wi:thimmediRte feedback of intcllip:ence· datatha.t 
was often the :difti'ertcie·between oper"ltiomil lhlecess ann failure.· J)ilting the 
month, tiie Kit Catson Scouts were in the field a total of 21 days.· 

b. Briefing 

(I) Briefings, covering current intelligence (M.tters, were given on a 
daily and qs required basis by the IntelligEincs Officer q.nd the Intelligence ... 
Chief. By con;tinuous brtefing, Z/5 Marines :we~e well informed of enemy aotivity 
flnd movement nnd' were better able to eng<l.eC "dth the--em1n:ly.<"'Y" ._/ 

c. ReporJ:3' 

(1) Spot Reports, Daily Intsums, DaiTy"b.:rid Monthly Kit Oarson Scout 
Reports, Weekly Special Agent Reports and the Reward F"lIDd Report were submitted. 

(2) The 8-2 issued Certificates of al~arance throughout the month. 
~ .; . 

d"Stc.tistiCG 

KIL\. 's (CONF) 
lITh t S (FrWB) 
DEr!\.IJIlEE8 
PW'S 
INNOCENT CTVJ:1IilNS 
arvn, J)EFE~1J)I\.NTS 
A.K-47/ . 
C:HrcOM G$]\Ti\TIE3 . 
mTCHEL CHARGgS 
C ARTTIm GE BELT S 
RICE 
M.I\.QlZINES fLK-47 
FLAI1E THRm'/ER 
BAMBOO C A.1FI'EEtrs 
PRESSURE TYPE ,\ T NINES 
M-26 GItE1iJ:ll,.DE 
MEDICAL KIT 
11-1 RIFLE 

. i 

58 
35 
46 

2 
33 
11 

5 
JAIl-

24 
3 

10 TONS 
16 

50 
3 
1 
1 
1 

(a) Informal - During the montn~ training emph'lsis I-raS placed on the 
valuable lessons learned through frequent close combat with the enemy. 
Instruction based on recent combat eXperience equipted 2/5 Marlnes with a:. 
working knowledge of enemy tactic sand techniCluo s. Below is listed. the sub­
jects: :Wl\:Lch ,wer@) taught durine- the lllmth of July" 
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(1 ) 

• 
Field Fortifications 
Soouting & Patro1UBg 

. M-16 RirIe 
LP & OP OJT 

(zY OompapYF 

M-16 Rifle 
F. O. Procedures' 
AN/PRO 25 
Med-Evac 
Fam Fire 3.5 Rkt t s 
Map & Compa.ss 
Scouting & Patrolling 
60nun Mortar 
LAAW 

(3) Company G 

60mm Mortar Faro Fire 
Ca.re & Gleaning M-16 
M-16 A ssemb1y & Disassembly 
Map ReAding 
M-60 Faro Fire 
Ra"-io Procedures' 
~60 TIisassernhly 
M-J.6 Rifle Fam Fire 
M.-l6 Rifle Inspections 

(4), CompD.n.y H 

Dt:ID 
M-1'6 Rifle Inspection 
782' G€ar Inspection 
Care & Cleaning M-16 
Types of Discharges 
60mrn Mortar Operation 
Firearms &tf ety 
Map Re8.ding 

(5) Q.omparw H &S 

(ay Flame Section 

Use of Flame Th:rower 
. M-16 Rifle Inspection 
M-16 NomenclAture 
Assembly & DiSAssembly of M-7.: 

Gun Group. 

-13-
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NO. MeN 

: 

,",,"-

~ ': ,.-. 

86 
93 

.93 
40 

168 . 
12' 

158 
168 
168 
.175 
170 
13 
12 

14 
106 
18 

, , 

88 
10Z .. 

49 
19 

135 
133 

12' 
167 
115 
142 

62' 
25 
25 
10 

14 
15 
15 

15 

.t;~~ 

HOURS-

150 
150 

30 
150 

4 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
I 

10 
1 

8 
1 

.5 

.7 
1.2 

I 
2 

19 
19 

1 
1.2-

1.85 
.• 8 

~63 
. 2. 
; 25;) 

.75 

6 i 

1.5 . , 
.5 

.5 
-;, _t 

-, 
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(0)' 106 Platoon . *: 
.',ll;j ~. 

Care & C le"l.ninl; of M-16 28 31 
Nomenclature, Dis~ssembly & Assembly 
of M-16 28' 8 

Farn Fire & Zeroing M-16 28 4 
TacticJ3.lEmployment of 106 19 1 
Bore Sighting 106 15 1 

• Sighting & Aiming 106 10 '1 
Care, Cleaning & Maintenance 106 28 31 
Field Fortific~tions 28 60' 
Field Firing 106 28 3 

(c) Bn. S'l.1Pl21i[ .. 
Publications 12, 1 e Care & ~leaning of M-16 19 1.5 
Wa.rehouse Proe edures 17 :t 
Inventory Procedures 19 1 
Posting of Inventory 10 1 . 

. (d) 81 Platoon 

Care & ~lea.ning of M-16 20 .'75 
G1.m Drill 18 .8 
P lotting Boa rd 23 .62' 
Changing Fuzes 34 .5 
'''eapons 'Inspection 22' , 15 

... , 

(e) ~' \, 
\. 

Handling pml'S 13 1 e Map Rmdinp: 12 1 
Care & Cleaning of M-16 11 2 
Fam Firing of M-16 13 1 

0 
Inspections 13 15 

(f) 3-3 

Care & Cleaning of M-l6 7 2 
M-16 Rifle Inspection 6 15' 
Mllitar,y aourtesy 6 2 
Perimeter Defense :1:4 18 

, (gr ~4 

Care & ~leaning of' M-16 7 2 
Care & C1ea.ning of M-60 5 2 
Military C'ourtesy 8 1 
M-16 Rifle Inspection 7 2.5 

'> 
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• 
(h) Motor Tmnsport 

Safe Driving 

(i) lion C'onm 

t': . 'M-16 Rifle 25 3 
Inspections 50' 4 
S\>rnV, _ 10 1 
Troub Ie Shoot ing 8 <' ;-, . 
Power OonstrtiCtion 8 

~)' 
:2 

AN/pac 25 13 3' 
'.PACT' ProCedure 25 2 

B. C'onourrentitI.'A.ini~ durin?,' the I!X>nth W8;S a.imed 1l.t those personnel 
net 'armed with the M-16., All such personnel were given instructions in the 
intric~sies of the weapon when the t~ctic~l situation allowed. 

·C. "Indoctrination Course: J)uring the month, 119 Ml'l.rines attended a 4 
day course. Subjects tq,ught conform to reouirements outlined in DivO l500.30A.. 

D. Fo:rma.l Tr"linine 

School--­

NCO 
V.ietname se k'l.:np,uage 

No. r..ttending 

1 
3 

E. Trn.ining Plana - The addition of a training Officer to the S-3 sta£f' 
has resulted in a close stucly of the 2/5 Formal Indoctrination Oourse with 
additions and deletions being made based on contempora.ry necdErand situations. 

6. Special Operations 
. . . ~ ' .. - ~.~ , 

~. Reinforced Squad and Fire Team patrols were continually :conduot'ed" 
arOlmd the Nong· Son Outpost (I\.T 814383) effecting a maximum security screen. 
One pla.toon 'V/t'.S passed OT'CON to the company at the, NDn€> Son bsseand wn.s: 
established in a Patrol Base in the Ninh BinhValley. DRily squad size patrols 
and outposts conducted from the platoon Patrol Base concentrated on that area 
south 6f Nong Son. Outposts were placed in such a. Illtl.nner that constant 
surveillance over the, Song Thu Bon wa~ II)SintA.iried. 

b. Reinforced platoon anCl SOW3.d patrols were employed from the Phu Lac (6) 
Combat Base and the My Loe (2) platoon outrost on a. d'lilyb~sl.s with emphasis on 
Liberty Ro"l.d affording tn9.rlmum security ~g'l.inst' mining incidents. Fire Team 
outposts were employed 'tlonp: Liberty Ro~d d"l.ily, in .tiIn ~tternpt·to thwart; enemy 
mining activities. 

-15-
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c. Squad and Plq,toon sized dllylipht pa.trols around the An Roa Combaot 
Base (AT 875475)' !'TOvideo. an effective recon/secul'ity screen. In a.ddition, 
two squad sized outposts ,were 'employed dail'y, and the new An Hoa. observ""tion 
tower \ola,S manned, 24 hou:rs A day increasing sUrveillance of' enell\Y' JI()vements • 

(" 

. d. Ambush patrols, listening posts and platoon sizc~ outposts/Patrol 
ba.ses were GIlI.Ployed on a continual basis Adjacent to all three combat pases. 
At Nong Son Combat J3aset-cqat~~.~.partrols operated betWeen all levels of' 
the mountain during hours of' da~'lCIl.'eS'S. , '\. 

e. Engineer m.,eepteams, working with a€Ourlty/combat mUte swept the 
road da.ily from Nang Son to Phu Lac (6) and proved eff~t-ive in controlling 
enemy: minin~ and sniping activities. ' 

. 'f'. (JOOlpo.rw E conducted a 3 day Search and Destroy Operation in, the 
western end of the AntennA Valley (AT 876394) from 1-3 July' •. 

g. (}ompa.riy H' conducted a 4 day sea.rch and Destroy Operation in the 
weStern end of 'the Antenna. VAlley (I\:T 870295) from 15-18 July. 

h. (Jompany H conducted a 1 dA.Y Se'\rch and Destroy Oper'l.tion along the 
Liberty Roaa from AriHO"',:to Nong, 90n" on 27 July. ' 

i. Compo.ny G conducte(l q, 2' d""y Seq,rch !lond J1estroy Opel'l3.tion in the 
mount"inous o.rea between the flntenna Valley "nd An Hoa,vicinity (AT 8740 
tlT 8940 - AT 8947 - AT 87~~) on 27 July. ' ' 

j ... Compa.ny F, in con.junction with Company E conducted a. 1 clay Sea:xch and 
Destroy Operation in the Phu Nhaun area. north o£ the An HoaCombat-Base on 

, 2'9 Jlily. , 

7. Nuclel\:t',- Biological, Chemic~l Wa.rfare ""nd TIefense 

A. es,' Grenade M7AZ ancl CS-1Gremvl.e M25A2' 

(1) Used to oleAr tmmels, caves and bunkers • 

.' {2)Used during comp'my and p1a.toon size s&J) to contaminate Caves 
'and tunnels to deny re:,entry and limit further usage by the Bllenw. 

_ (3) The B~ttalion NB(J seetion reeeived ten EB Lattnclier~<3'5MM~ , 
.- "Oartridge, 16 tuq~. These 'Will, be used in future 0nerations and for defense. , 

, (4) During the next reporting period this commnd will issue M-17 
masks -to-:ih peroonnclv 

_~ r .F ~ 
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8. Command and C9ntrol~Lt C91ij~<'C • .r'-CK~N, .~t l~b.fuled thci~att~lion , 
until 19 July 1961, when'lie lITStS ot:f~Oi~1iy rel:f.eved 'by LtCol a, t; :M:;}N~UGHTON. 
J'unngthe month ot' July, 2nctBa. ttalion, .:5thM"ii'ine Regiment renained fl.J)CON ' 

to the 5th Marine Reginieht, And· Opc(W to lstM8rme Division'. 

9. Close Combat 
" 

a'. Combat p"trols frol!l the' Nang Son; An Hoa.and I'hu La.c (6) CQmb~t 
Bases, frequently ,enp;r.l.ged the' enemy in battle. ~/5 'M-rarine detarmin<ltion in 
pursuit of tho enemy resulted inclOse comb~t on numerous occassi.ons. 

.. 
; i II! 

"tl. 2/5 Marines, in defense of"&te NoM' Son Combat Ba.se engagrilVC/WA 
troops in close coinbat from 3 JulY'" to 4 July (s~e COIlll1li3.nder's Narrative or 
Significant Events). " ' , -, - ,~. , 

j; 

10. Fire Support 

, a. Battery FJ,' 2nd 'Batta.lion, 11th Marines ill direct sUp])ort of the " 
2tl. Battalion;- 5th ¥.arines locA.ted a.t An Hca £:oml)a.t 'Base, sup]1ol;'ted units in 
the field during the month of Ju1;r. ' ".,;' . ,:'. 

f'r 
J' '." 

b. 1st Pla.to~n, 3~ eW:Howitzer Batt er,. ant?- lat Pl:atoon, ~:tid 155 Gun 
Battery, both or the I1th'Marines also provided artillery support. . 

c.A detachment (two 4.2" mortars) from W, Battery, 3rd. Battalion" 11th 
M"l.rines, lOCated Rt Nang Son Company Outpost (AT 814:38~) supported compa.ny 
operations in tp~t Rrea. 

d. The following ia a sumrnatton of thearl11lery S1.Ipport uu;t'irig the .'. 
month of July_ 

(1) Missions 

. t. 

(2) 

4.2',n-
105 
155 H 
155 G 

8 " 
81 MM 

Rounds> 

4.2' tf 

105 
155 H 
155 G 

8 " 
81 MM 

, .. -' 

~ Q].§ 

182' 30 
550 174 
201 23 
81 17 
23 15 

329 92 

BE }i£ 

1571 '86 ' 
6481 353 
1105 '" '," 15 

970 58 
962 3 

3701 236 

... 17-
~ 

DECLASSIFIED 

'UNOES 
/ 

f~" 1 
24 

. 2' 
"7 7 
- 9 

'".[" 10 - , 

. :. 

131 
41 
7~ 
36 
13 
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(3) TPQ-IO 

. (aY Missions - 8 

(b) Tons 1)ropped - 14 

e. SiMficr1.ntFire S'gPport Events 

, . (1) On 3 July, Company F, stationed at Nong Son Combat Outpost 
(AT 814383) reported to the cce that there was suspected enenw activity on 
and A.roWld Nong Son hill (hill 3(0). The FSC immediately planned clqse 
defensive :fires within 200 meters of the top of Hill 300. These fires were 
coordinated with a~ss~nra ~ 62, the Company F FO. 

At 032330H the top 'of Hill 300 CR.me under heavy va sapper attack,· ... "\. 
Almost immediately .l'1.rtfll'ery fires were on the W"1y •. These fires were adjusted '\ Ie 
by C~baxet,- a retion unit on the ~djacent hill (~T 836378), thereby infl~cting 
h~vy oasual ties upon the enemy. 
, Ijo •••• 

,The speed and 8ccmracj with which artille:ry fires were broupht to 
.. bet'll' upon the enemy is oredi ted with turning the t""bles on the Viet Cong and' 
. stemming the attack~ which could otherwise h'lve been a total dt&;Bster.. 

At 132~OH a TOT W"\s fired in the (M 8639) grid square in support 
of the 324th RF' Compa.ny loo~ted in the weste-::r.n end of the Ante:nna. Vnl1ey. . 
The mission;· which wis adjusted by the 324th m', was firen by E/2/11, the 8." 
battery and flr .21t mortar section at Nong Son. 

The addition of the Phu Lac (6) area to the· 2/5 TA.OR has necessitated 
the reworking of counter-mortar fires in th~t area. Also additional H&Ils 

b.H JIlOIlt r~dintO t.hB= PhuLa~~{ 6) a.rea" 

(11) Oomba.t Olose AU Support:' 

(a)'F:ixed Wing Support1 During the mmth of July, the 1st Mm-ine Air 
Wing provided' ai.r SUl)port for two company sized operations and for other rou-
t~" priority and emergency requests throughout the :tronth. ~ine (9) flights·, 
cv .......... sting of aoventeen (17) sortieS" we:r-e utiliz-ed. in support d: all oper-
ations. M_1 sorties· were T.t'LCP controlled and produced excellent results. Four 
(4)' SpookY ad.:ro:t'af"t amd one (1) AnCestor aircraft \V'ere employed during the 
month for fla:re illumination and enemy fire supression. 

(b) , Helicopter supr,rt: Relicopter surrport was provided by the first Mar­
ine ldr Wing. Eighteen 18) emergencies" thirly-eigh·r 08) priority and 
thirty-fo~ (34) routine mad-evacs were completed for'!\ll I!I,verage·oompletlon 
time of thirty-f'our ('4)' minutes, fifty-one (51) minutes ~nd fourty-two (42) 
minutes respectively. Logistioq,lly, 5,400 lbs,wre moved on an emergency basf8-
55,800 Ib.s and 231 p"l.ssengers on l'\ priority baSes; 'Uld 1~,.6161bs and 56 pas--~ 
sengers.on ~ routine bases# to~ a tot~l o£ 74,816 Ibs and 287 pqssengers. 
FO'IU' (4) other logistio renuests were ma.de and ca.noelled f'or various reasons 
(weather. la.ok of helicopters" etC). . 
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( a) TAO' (A): The' 1st Marine Air Wing provia eer twenty-seven (27) TAO 
{A} q,uring the IIlDnth of July. The reConnaisance a.nd a.rtillery adjustin,g was 
generally excellent and allowed the Battalion to opera.te,more safely and rap­
idly \thenutili zed. 

12. LOgistics 

,re.During the montll of July there were l!Oma:jor named operations whioh 
involved an S;"'4 representative in the field. ~mreral oompany sized oper9itions 
were sUpported from An Roa Combat BalSG by LVT t s, truok convoy and helie opt ers. 
No significant problems \-,'9re encC>"untered. 

{I} On the 4th of July, 107,000 pcmnds of Cb,ss I, III, TiT and V 
materials were tr<l.nsporten, from An Roa Comba.t B'lse to the oompany outpost at 
Nong Sbn. This emergency resuT'lnly involved the"oommitment of' one ,CH53 heli­
eopter and two 1i164 , s for I'l.pproxi!M.tely 4} hours~ , 

(2'\ On the morning' of 11 July I'lon enleny mine destroyed a trtlCk loa.ded' 
with 4.2" mortar a.nnnunitiolt ca.using the road to Nong SOn to be closed tem­
porarily; 34,000 pounds of resupply ma.terials were helo lifted to' the out­
post I'l.t Rang Son the next morning. No significant problems were encountered,. 

, (3) On 19 July this battaiion establi~hed a company' minus outpost 
at Phu Lac 6 and a· platoon outpost at ~ Lao 2. These two outposts aJre ellp-., 
ported by truck convC'7 and LVT's mrery two da.ys'. No problems have as yet ' 
be~h encountered in supporting these Uili ta. 

b. Su:)pl;y: 

(1) During the month of July, J33.tta.lion ~pp1y completed the move to 
their new location" The new location has suffioient space to allow covered 
storage of all mal.terial before the ironsoon season commences. 

(2) Prepa!:'8tions for the division inspectton on 5 A'UgUst have com­
menced.:' " 

, (3) Cond.::1ueCi 9iforts are being made to obtain M16 rifle clean:i.ngmat­
eria.ls with limited' suc'ceSS4 Bore brushes and ohamber brushes re1ll8in critical. 
The new type cleaning rod with the ''Til handle has not been reoievec. a.s yet.-

, . (4) Du:d,l'lg this :t·'eporti:'1g perio'd, sixteen (16) 05 priority requisitionS 
,.and.' twenty-nine (29) 02 priority reQuisitions have been submitted out of' 91. 

total of 278 MILST'PF' documents. 

o • Enginee rs- : "': .... : 

(1) During tIle month of J1.uy the Engineer Platoon supporting this 
battalion has participaten in every oper<l.tion in the field involving a unit of' 
this command. 

(2) Engineer sweep teams sweep Liberty Road daily from AnHoa to Phu 
Lac 6 and from An Hoa to Nang Son. 

I, 
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. (3) During the inonth of July the engineer platoon constructed a. helj-
pa.d on the toP of nill 452 neaa: Nong Son. The .heJ:1pad is used by a1 permanent 
recon outpost at thai; position.. :; 

(4) During this reporting period the engineers have provided an eleven 
man team to lay wire and build bunkers at the Nong Son oUtpost •. 

(5) Several type mines were found iri the road. sweepssouth~ One was 
removed and the others blown in place. On the road,. sweeps nol'th numerous mines 
were disoovere(l. and bIo1,'!1. in plao e. 

(6) Indoctrin~tion classes were held for three different groups of 
newly ~rrived .troopsc 

., . {7) In .qcldi t~on~ tne Engineer phtoon has supported the battalion by 
reconstruction of numerous bunkers here at An Hoa Combat Ba,se and supervised' 
the laying of defensive' and protective wire. 

d. Motor T:.can~OJ'~ 

. . (i)"DUring the month of July~ Bntta.lion ~:Ioto:c TlYillSPOr!; Section con­
Q.uoted five motor st'3.bles and. one session of' safe driving school.--

(2) :Curing this ~epol.""cing period· the Moto::-: TransT'~..,rt S0Ction has be­
gun construction on a 21e,,, m"Lintenance shop. Eighteen loads of dirt and gravel 
fill have boon :plA.G~d.in.-tp~ motor pool area;. to improve drainage for the coming 
roonsoons. In o.ddi:l:iipZl, some culvert has been ordered for improving the drain­
age system already :i~"l effect~ 

13. Gonnnunic[l.tio:!,!§" ~ Jluring the ·month of July, there were no major operations 
which involved . 8.Y!Y ,tU'l1J.:~l'.1al communicatirms connnittment. 

a}e A power' line'- .W8S :installed to the B.3.ttalion Aid Sta.tion"~"'~5 and' 
Motor Transport; nece'sS3X"J wiring wa·s installed in the three areas •. · 

- .~; 

.b. The battalion .::ow operates a TA.CT' L0c'1.l Net with . the approval of the 
DiVision ·CEO. 

c. During ~!!e mOlr;,!; cf JU:l;'";> tho ~lternate COC loc"l.-ted near IkS Company 
office WlS giveil a aormnunic"!.tion capability by the inst~llA.tion of :eemoted ratfip . 
~ lines g,nd telephone lines to- the COC nnd three comm."tnd btmkers. 

d •. The Commu:::.ic'l,tio: ~l'1.tocn received three P~C-25 is minus aec'-:ssories1 
which we're on drder thronc:;11 n.-,tt,>lion Supply. 

e. The maSS~R8 center ha.s handled 804 messages. 

f. ThG TAC~2'( shot prnvio1)sl~r tied into 5th Marine Regiment now-actsa& 
8l baCkup' to the Mrc~.62' shot -to Ilivision. 

a.. General: During this reporting period, the S-':' Secti~m of the 2nd' 
r. '. ,. 

-;W- ., ... ,I 

DECLASSIFIED 



.. 

DECLASSIFIED 

• 
~!, .. 

Battalion, 5th Ma;t'ines and the 5th AA Plato.on of the 29th Civil Affairs Com­
pany (mu.) have focused their attention on the rebuilding of Thlmh My Hamlet, 
XUyenThu VillagO' •• I>u.o· Duc D~strict f which wa.s accidentally razed by a Marine 
paradhute flaxe on 6 JUly. An emer~nGly request, for Civic Action material 
Wa$ submitted andapp~oved allowing reoonst~6t~on of the 50 burned out homes 
to bsgin immediately 4 , 

The S-5in oonjunct:ion -With the 5thAA Piatoonhas .increasOd MedCap .. 
assiatance activity, while the propOsed increase of Dent Cap ·acti~it.1 is still 
in the planning stag., The MedCap/DentCap activi tes have p.layed ari import~ 
ant role. in firmingMarine-Vietnamesrel'ationships. In one i~tance, the Duo 
Duo District Chief promised medical assistance to the:People in a refugee 
village •. By requesting Med.Cap assistance through the Civii.Affairs Program; . 
the District Chief was able to reaJ.ite his promisee to .the ~ople, 

The employment pf over 200 Vietnames refugees by Army epecial Forces 
conducting Special.. P20ject Delta and 2/5 lias proved to be a much needed im. 
provoment in the iocal Vietnameseoco~_ .,' '. .... .. 

" i' • 

The addition of a trained Psychological Operations' Officer~:to the S-5 
Section has resulted in thE! expansion of psychological operatioI}..s in the .area~ 
Working clo·sely with the District and Hamlet ah;i.efs, in theTADR,ha has 
proved to be a. valuable source of intelligence, including the .na.mea ~nd moyements 
of local guerrilla.s. Presently, he is working with the covert communica.tions! 
intelligence system of Xuyen Phu Village, attempting to gain informa.tion on VC 
Cadremen aotivities in the area •. The covert system, established several 
years ago by a; local Vietnamese, maintains direct Oontrol of s.everal informants 
living in the vici4ity of P',u Nhuan, known va Hamlets. Prior tp the addl:tion of 
the PsyOps Officer' to the altaff, no Marine force~ had been ablato esta.blish 
liaison wi th this system. Since the liaison; however, which was established 
for the collection of psyOps inforniation, no less than 52 ,names of va onerating 
in Xuyen Phti. Village area· have been turned in. In addition, target grou!'s are 
presently. being carefully analyzed while a soon to be conducted area assesse-
ment study is in the planning stages. ;, . 

. '. 

b. Medical Assistance. The Battalion kid Station has contributed. out .... 
standing assistance iri t~. Oivic Action Program dUring the mQnth. . The folIo -
ing is; a 1:xreakc1own of the treatment administered. 

l
l.L~ XuyenThu Village: 161 women, 101 men, 661 children, 923 Total 
2 Xuyen Phu Village: 333 women, 477 men t 987 children, 1797 Total 
:; Combined Total: "2720 

c. Personal Assistance. 

d. 

586 bags of bulger 
410 bag$ of corn 
651 pieces of lumber 
300 sheetaof roofing 
255 ba.ga< of cement·· 

7 boxes of clothing. 
3 boxes of paper blanket 

Evaouation A'ss·istance. 
l.f' ; 

(1) 7 maJ.e 
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(2) 6 rennIe 
!. '. (3) 9 children', 

(4) 22 total 
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. e. :PUblic lmEro~msnts 5in~e th~ la.st reportinePei~<}," ~he Cci#St~c­
tl.on or 200 hOJlEs in the 'lbam:.l>1y: Retuge.e (C~,nt~l" .b~sbeen complet~d ~ '~1hil.e 
p~ns for the cons'tructionior.an.~ddi't19~,l··100,bO~' are:tinde~y.:'··Thirt.y 
ne"1 public latrines ha~ als..o' peEm· constrit~ed in·,the.'Jlla~ r:W:.'Centijr'~·:The 
5th AA l'latoon" working i~ Q:)njunctipn" with the SeaB4!lM' a.t An Hoa.·, h~as;--(;;: ,::,;-

, started construction 1m playgrounc1, equipuent "which ftilJ.. be pr~sen:t~· .... : .. 
i.nstAl.led at t.he schools uroun:l the .. Dis·trict.~, A.t Thanh~ 'Ha.mIet, 'Ci'iU: 
Atfadrs IIGsis'ted in the conStruction ot ~, mw'Church and the delivery of . 

. , 

Wor~, RDl10f Supplies. . . ":, ." I.... . 
.1' 

t;' C~untz Fair A.ctiviti~~'·:2n:i Battulio'll, 5th Marims Civil Arrai1:-s 
Section h&i plliiUied a. COWlty Fair pperation in the ·l'hu,.Dl .aren of! ,1'2' Ju~,.' 
Plans am requests tor nnterials ana personnel to ~t:tc1plte in the ':County 
!'t..1r had been approved. Due to a. polit4otil. upheaval intJle Duc Due 
Distr1et Headq,uarters, G-). coo~tii1g ,4th G-5 cnnc~lled the County 
Fair. ~iith the improwllDnts of the rx>liti0'il.1 oonditions.·· plans ~re .. 
unden-,ay to re-sehed.ule a,: C~unty Fa.ir in the same D.~ a.s' soon a.s possib1.e. 

(15) Medicnl.;· 
-".--.! • .. ; ... 

a. Signirioa~t Events: On 4 Ju~» 2/5 ·~ttalion Aid S~tiori v1<lS 

1!!eoponslble for the emergen~ tr1a.ge'. of a.pproximtel:' .36 lround.ed J.tarines 
from the Nong Son alJi An fIca Contl:)Q.t Bases. 'The tOnAl':! na.ttal1on Aid 

, ,: sta:tion; :shock ten.l!l, rumber: i9ne; fUnctioned :ettlC1ent4r ''ilh~ expeditious:q 
. -in treo.tl.pg and transpor.f.Ji~ .. t~, ~sualt.ies tl"OlIi th'~f ~o~rd area; to : 

, ·the BattAl:ltm Aid StAt.iollt- ~ When'iziSdiC!l.l. e'UtiCliat.ioii· Jie'l3;oopters Were ' .' . 
.. n~ibblej··the mre $ericiis~, ~~~ed tlSre eViiclwt¥d"'to ,Do.rinng fo~ .:~ : 
further d1.sposition. ' . ,. ' ... \. ,' . 

• '.' . . r '. :._', \ ~ ; _ . ; 
, , ' . ',' ......,.. 'k', ... , ' 

~, 9p .. 17: ~~~ft.he Bat~~on, ~dd .$t.'ltion".~ .. ri.~iF~ft i»td '1,n~~'m-ffi !'7, 
~h~~g:<?n;,~~~l ~f\~:~11f,ZV'~ce ~~~ml~~Jhp,r,.~(l"IC~rU~t :'. r 

wn~~>W:~,J~ ~~~t~tJtL~rr.~~c~~~~~fl'\!~" ~~t.Pn ~l!II~~~j~~m~.~~, .' ." I~Q~p~. ~~,tgg: ·~~·'rJ1r:q~Bt~l'(f ~r~~~t9~ A.nll :~nllJ;t),r';~ ,. "'l»~' tbQ ... rt75f~, }~";.".<'4'''~ .,;\~ <tn',~: " .. t" ~.@", ~". ,~ .?9f: 
. .. ~}~1l~",~~¥t~r~~; .. ~~i>~~~~9::*.~~.~-t~~,~ ... ,:~,:.~,~~,<;, .~ .... ' ·'.c·: .. >: .... ' .. ' 

c!'t;e~(~vel.P~~~f, ~ni:)l;!tM' ~st- report~· tboL ~*l::lion Aid 

~:l~¥>~~~'c*~~~,:.'j~~~t~i~ctiO~~~ : '.': .. :. " .. ::" ,.', 
'~AI ~iii~ }~~~~.~9~,~~tl'~J~~ ou~. • i.; 

b· =ft ~:ufi, ·i1iIRa1J,~~: ~l.i!;~W~lJ.,.~! 
(4)Trea. tmsnt.. shode llnd resusc:I:ta;~ room 
(5) El.r, Nose :wi 'lbroat. See1;ion 
(6) Batto.lion SUrgeontaOince 
(7) MOOi ea~ a.nd surgi Gll ~ 
(a) Medi~~ storeroom 

~- 5irIiiftijjj.ijjg 
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(9)Trin.ge -tent for a.8Sort:i.~ all :ca.sua.lti..e& 
(10) l-lcdCap dispe1'lS~t7 .. t.ont. 
(11) Emer-geric;Y sU'rg!eal bunker with lightine.. .' . 
. ( 12) Hcdiotll"reoords 0ffice . check"'in; with CoUnter 
.(13) ltl.bOr-dtoq . ..' 
(14) Cemeni,.~lkt.,a.jstor Irit1ent.s . ;. 
(15) :pa.tient.s 'shm-rer (for both hiBh,ieVeJo aM per so ral hygiene) 
(16) Imersion Foot eli'me aId progte.m 

ci'. 'lbe Iktta&n :d.c:1 Sbticn is nOtV'. ~_ .plans for the . eo1Oing 
l1b1'lSoon season am the pl"lJ.Jml1'7 affllet.:i.On this season brings'; 
itmerStori toot. '!he BAS hopes to eXperiment with the ttSilioorie 
Treatnent.tfi A letter has been forward94.~ the DiVision &1rgeon 
requesting "Silicom Ointment". MS.iIJ alSo in the. process of 
building foot baths am pr'ep:lring voric,us -sohit10Pj5 l'1h1ch have 
proven useful in the treatDllrrt. of ~rS':ton, foot. •. 'lhrough lectures. 
surveys ~ etc. J t.he int.ent; is i;o do6tunen'tl filj,dings and l"esults and 
forward thetlto theBurea.u, otMedicd.ne ::1.nd Surge1"yoi'l'hiS project is 
being undertaken 'w:1th the tau consent ot the Battalion Comna.,p,er. ' 
This study Will hopefu~ bring o.bout new aspects in the tttea.tme~ 
and alre of iDinersion foot. 

e. &ftD,t.taWa . .tid Sfi.a.Matl.1'..in I"!An is now in effect.. ,Ham tire 
extinguishers and CO2 e:xti~shers ~w been plAced .throughout the 
Battalion Aid st.ation. 'l'wo 55 gallon drums tilled with water a.nd t.\'110 

sa.nd bucket.s en eaCh drum are ready-tor use in ()!l.se of fire in the 
~~l~ro~ . 

f. Sign:i:f'icant increase in _laria.: cases has bec;::n cbserved in t.he 
Nang eon ~ea this mmth. Vector control units fl'O.m Preventi ire 
Hedicim Service Gt the First lIed.icn.l. Battalion ani of the r-:avd.l 
Support Act.i,.vity haw inspected this areZl. The results of their' 
findings haw '.Dot. yet been received. 

g. Average ·n.unber of military tntients seen dai:Qr: 41 
Number of milit3.ry lXltients seen this nonth: 1298 
Nu;nber 0.1' referrals to out. po,'tient eUnics: 95 

h •. Avera~ mmber ot Vietmmese p.ltients seen cla.1q: 91' 
1'unb,er' 0.1' Vietnanese -pitients seen this month: 2S22 
Nu.nber of VictD'l.mese pltients medevnced: . 26 

1. iioutine Medico.l ComptD:1nt.s-

i
( ~l) ;riiiea 1; 
~ ~~t.t~" . ~" ':, 
, ~~c.fi:.N;~!3r.! ~. ,:'1. • " 
~ UIor Into ~d" :.:,':' , . ". . 

. ~; •. ~:. '.': ~:J. '.~ ~. ~' .• t'f -.., 

j~ -.Th!1~~"£gnfl~~ri(\if"o '~'~~"fl~ ~n£, .:. e ~"r_~CJ""O'~;LO<I~~ +f . . II;!' J~r 1" .,. .~ • ",;q '. ,;-."~;'. mh ~a 
l',.! .... , 1)M·l$(!!~fT,I.'H, '''''~f\'IIfi!l'!- \'<."' ... ·~"'JMt~*H ""-~"'''' 1~;'1! . 

.: " ',' 
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