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COMHANDER'S NARRATIVE Sm~1ARY 

The month of August was an active one in several areas 'for this battalion. 

The month began with intensive planning and preparation for Operation COL~ 
ORADO. When the operation commenced and as it progressed, the battalion . 
was helilifted repeatedly into indisputable enemy territory to assess ARC­
LIGHT strike damage and to effect physical contact with an enemy force that 
our best intelligence had rated in excess of one division. By individual 
companies, as well as the battalion, the objective areas were searched; tac­
tical blocks and operational combat bases were established; always under 
conditions Which were inherently hazardous and isolated from major supP9rt­
ing arms. The operati0D provided a wealth of exposure to such conditions 
and. eXp9rience which will serve the battalion well in future operations. 

The month cqntinued with the conducting of far-reaching company operations 
of 2 and,) day lengths to ensure the security of ground on the extremities 
of the TAOR untended during the battalion's absence because of Operation 
COLORADO. 

The ba.ttalion then settled down to three principal missions for the remaind­
er of the month: 

a. Renewed aggressive patrolling and ambushing, saturating the TAOR 
,d th Marine acti vi ty. 

b. Vigorous work within our base camps to pursue the Regimental Base 
Development Plan. Since the SUrvival of billeting and command post 
areas during monsoon storms was dependent upon the results, work 
was enthusiastic and thorough. Unfortunately, class IV supplies 
were not available in sufficient quantities for fulfillment during 
the month, so work will continue at a slower than hoped-for pace. 

e. CiVil Affairs' programs were intensified with MedCaps conducted on 
a daily oasis, with more than 2,96~ Vietnamese treated throughout 
t~e TAOR, and new supplies distributed to hamlets and villes. 

Summarily, the month's end finds the battalion motivated and fully prepared 
to engage the enemy at any time and place, under favorable or adverse con­
di tions. Intensive patrolling is conducted with initiative and imagination 
throughout the TAOR, and at least one plan for a battalion (-) operation in 
the RAOR is pending action, awaiting availability of helicopters and term­
ination of the government election. In these fields, as in others, this 
bat tali on will continue in the .:fut~rQ ita ort·ort txJ "G~k: out tho enemy .. and 
d0~tI'Oy hi.m wit.h dAt..ertllinnti.on .. 
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. SECTION I .;. ORGANIZATIONAL DATA. " 
, . 

1. LOCATION DURING REfORTING mIon 
; 

' ... ~ .. ' 
. a. Chu tai, Vietnam 
.. 

2. PERIOD COVERED BY REPORl' 

a. 1 August - 31 ~ 1966 
-

3. COMMANDERS STAFF AND' PRINCIPAL SUroRFJINATES 

BILLET 
Commanding Offioer 
Executive Officer 
5-1 
.8-2 

'S-J .. 
'. 5-4 

Eommunication~ Offieer 
Supply Offioer 

.' CO H&S Gempatly 

CO Company E 

CO Company F 

CO Company G 
co Company H 

NAME 
tte;'1 W. MOORE 
Maj. R • .F •. JtUDEN 

. lstLt JJJ.. roWART 
Capt. R. D.,. HEMENEZ .' 
Maj. t.E. WOOD 
Capt M. C • ....l'EASE . 
lstLt J. 'J. DOHERTY 

, 1 stt. t J. L.. B.EII.L 1: 
2ndLt D.W. MONTANA· 
1 stt t J. T. JENKINS 
lstLt J..J. ooCUTT1 
Capt J .t. COOPER 
1stLt J • .EBBERT 
l,stLt G •. s.. DURGETT 
bldLt E. H. MATTHYS 
Capt J .M .. GRUNER 
Capt R.D. HUGHES 
... , .... 

,sECTION II -' S-1 

PERIOD '(If not entire' 

.,! ........ ..:;,.: 

. Ji~I5 .Aug 1966 ,:', 
16-31 Aug 1966 .. 

-'l-36~Aug 1966, 
~' 31 Aug: 1966 
" 1~29 Aug 1966 
29-31 Aug 1966 
1':'29 AUg 1960'" 

29-31 Aug.'1966' 

1. PEROONNEL - '""\ ":.~ . 

a~ Average monthlY; s;t.rengjth~ Task Organization was' a:s -shown below 
during the period covered. 

UNIT 

H&:S Co 
CoE 
CoF 
Co G 
Co H 

b. Casualties 

BATTLE 
KIA - WI! row .-..-. .... ,". ---. " .. ,' 

50 2 
;," '." 

19 
3 
) 
3 
3 

312 
174, 
171 
170 171 ' 

2 
~" . 
J.. 

Serious 

9 
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OFF ENL - -

.'. 

Non-Serious", ~ 
. . ,"' 

50 2 

Total -
116 
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c. The following personnel joiped during the period covered. 

---Q§HQ 
OFF ENL - -

USN 
OFF ENL - -

4 79 1 8 

d. ..The following number of :p3rsonnel were transferred during the period 
covered, 

2 60 

USN 
OFF-ENL 

1 2 

(1) Ch~geable personnel strengths continued to increase slightly 
over the previous period. However~ there still remains a critical shortage 
of officers and NCO's. This will further be complicated with the rotation 
to CONUS of ? tiewt.enmts MOS. 0:302 and 86 enlisted men, 4 of which are Staff 
NCO's and 42 ofwh1ch are NCOts, Sgt/Cpl. . 

(2) The.critical shortage of .6fficers anrl Staff NCOos is compounded 
by an additional .. shartage of NCO's who have the knowledge and experience to 
fill ~ey billets. 

e. Problem Areas 

(i) By far,- the biggest Problem area continues to be lack of exper­
ienced NCO's to flll key billets. 

(2) ~rvice Re~ords, Pay Records, and Health and Dental Records of 
some personnel arTiv~ng in-countr.y have been "short Stopped" at proc~ssing 
and transient facilities. This creates undue burdens on companies and the 
personnel themselves. 

(3) Admini~trative supplies are still too hard to obtain. 

f. Discipline. Law and Order 

(1) Courts-Martials tried~ 1 

(2) Non-judicial punishment 

. Pending: :3 

(a) By Battalion Commander: 4 

(b) By Company Commander: 10 

g. Morale. PX and Postal Serviee~ 

(1) Morale ~optinues to be exeellent. 

(2) PX Services have been excellent to outstanding. 
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,.. (3) Postal Services have been .good. The only area of p:Jstal services 
less than adequate is thefrequenoy r:f money order sales. It would be ideal 
to have mOney order sales at least twice during the first five days following 
a nay day, and once a week thereafter. 

(4) Battali0n Special Services continues to support the troops With 
an adeQuate supply of games and athletic equipnent. Troops would like to have 
more USC shows, and lUO:r:-e radios'. An enlisted club is;',currently under con­
struction and will be in opera.tion in the near ratur.e. 

'"' :". 

h. Chaplain 0 s Activities 

(1) In the month just completed~ the Battalion Chaplain has held' 
. Catholic Mass on 33 oecasinns, Sundays and weekdays, with 552 people in attend­
ance. These -were held in the Battalion area and in .. the field plus providing 
Ma3S for the t{S C;p and±heSth-· 'Marines CP.. • : 

'. 

(2) While working with our troops in .thefield,services were held:. 
with the Protestant men On three (3) occasions with a total of 44 attending. 

(3) The regular Sunday Worship.serviees at the 2/5 CP ~re conducted 
by LCDR F. DAGGOTT, the Regimental Chaplain. 

(4) One (1) Troop Indoctii.nation Lecture on the Religious/Customs of 
RVN was given for 21 Marines. 

(5) 'Two (2) Memorial Services were .held for deceased personnel of 
this Command, -with 243 attending. Chaplain J3AOOOTT assis~ed at 'me of these. 

4 
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SECTION III - S-2 

1. GENER.lIL: 

aI. Routine inte:p.igence processing during August Wc!s accomplished by 
compiling intelligence information recei~ed from 5th Marine Regiment, 1st 
CIT, 9th ITT, LY Tm Dis.trict Headquarters, TAM KY District Headquarters and l. 
Jist MA!IDIV (G-2). . . ;. . '. . 

b.Patrol debriefing forms from 1st Recon Bn, were used. 

c. Dissemination was made by Spot Reports, daily Intsum and by briefings, 
both at Battalion and smaller unit level. .., : '. 

d •. Members from the,9th ITT gave a 1 hour presentation on screening of 
VCC/VCS. . 

e. roD from F.LSG-B gam a 1 hour presentation on mines and booby traps. 

r •. Liaison visits to 1st MA...l\DIV, 5th Marine Regiment, LY TIN District 
Headquarters and TANKY District Headquarters, were conducted •. 

g. 5-2 Scouts manned a 48 hour OP within TAOR. 

h. 16 days during this month Scout teams worked with Rifle Companies. 

2. BRIEFING: 

a. Briefings were held daily at 0800. These are given by the Intelli­
gence Officer or Intelligence Chief and cover the Intelligence matter during 
the 24 hour period. 

3. REPORTS: 

~. Spot Report amd daily Intsum are submitted. 

b. A negative report concerning reward monies. 

e. The 5-2 submitted a humber of national agency checks, background in­
vestigations and certificates of clearance. 

4. STATISTICS 

a. VC KIA (OONFLlU1ED) 0 

b. VC KIA (PROB.4.BLE) 0 

c. VC WIA (OONFIRMED) a 

d. VC WIA (PROBABLE) 0; 

e. VC CAPTIVES 1 

'If. VC SUSPECTS 9 

'., ... 'i' , 
J SEC~T 
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g,.,VQ...WAmNG POSTER 

, " 

h. 2 : .. ;,: ,M-26 GRENADE' . 

i:' '1:' - '10?,RD (DEST) 

:.)_ 1 ~,l06 ~ '(pEST) 

k. 1 - BEA..tl TRAP (DEST) 
, ; 

1. 1. ~ vc EA..ttLY WAIWrNG DEviCE 

OP,ERATION COLORAOO " 
" ' , 

(1) vc KI~ ( OONFLttMED) 

(2) va KIA ,(PROB.ABLE) 

0) vc' 'WIA>, ( OONFIR!vIED) 
" .. 

(4) vc ,WIA(P~OBABLE) 
" .... 

(S) 'VC" CAPTIVE 

(6) VC SUSPECTS 

:": .. S]XjTION IV '- 8-3 

--

• 
::-: .: .. 

13 (5 K!lA) 

7 
;: . 

,12 

0 
"I:,' 

2 

34 
" ' .. ;, 

1. GENERAL.· 'The 2nd Batt?,lion, '5th Marirles continued to~intain its as­
signed TAOR in the CIID LAl Combat Base, as we;tl as actively part~c1pating 
in Operation COLORA.OO during the period 6 August 1966 to 15 August 1966.' 

,This commitment'requireQ Co F to ass~~ the responsibilit~ ot,~he Battal­
ion TAOR augmented. by, Company E" 2nd Bn,7th Marines; aTlri, Qqn1pany I, 3td 
Bn, 5th Marines_ These units were primariiy assigned ~Mtbfljjt.f for 
the ,defense 'of the 5th Marine Regimental CP and 2nd Bn, Ilt~ Marines Ar­
tillery positions in the ;Hill 35 .area,: BT435078, during, that ,period.;' 
Elsewhere in the,~ the Company Comqat Base establi~h~ ihthe Hamlet 
of nt,ANa MY TRUNG (1), BT447029, continued to be maintained,successfully, 
pacifying ·the~' area, and ,denying food, shelter" and information to the 
enemy.: . " '" 

The Combin~d A~tion Squad/PopU1.arForce~ u~r~ :established- ;bythe2nd Bat­
talion in -July 1966io the village ,of LJ nN . .(BT466Q8)}c6·~tihued to pro­
vide a capable force for aggressive patrolling and 8earaq/Destroy missions 
within the.Tt\QR., The M;;trine Squad provides formal training and instruct­
ion as well;aspractiGalapplicat.~onto ,.the POPulll'.Forces peraO,nnel. 
The succeed ,of this combined unit can be seen in the appreciation of the 

, villagers .'for'their presence,"' " .' 
, " 

The use of tracked vehicies for resupp:(V'm:l.ssions continues to 'be uti-
lized successfully despite some att~t by the .. VC :to"mine. traffic routes. 
Formal training in the Battalion was held-to a minimUm due to operational 
commi tments""l but -training, in the field as related to 
waf extensively conducted. 6 'MOO©~~$$~~~~lID 
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The Troop Indoetrination Program for new personnel arriving from. CONUS 
continued with 22 men receiving 32 hours of formal instruction and trai~ 
(ng (including 16 hours in Mine Warfare and Boobytrap School administered 
by 1st Engineer Battalion). The Combat Operations Center functioned effect­
ively and efficiently during this period. Briefings on the Operational, 
logistical, and personnel situation were presented at 0730 daily in the COC 
bunker with representatives of all Companies, Sections, and attached units 
present. Patrols and Ambushes were coorffinated for the most aggressive and 
complete TAOR coverage possible • 

. -
2. OPERATIONS. The 2nd Battalion, 5th Marines (-)( Rein) participated in 
Operation COLORADO during the period 6 August 1966 to 15 August 1966.' A 
coordinated ground Reconnaissance, Seareh and Destroy Operation in the HIEP 
DUe - som LY LY Valley t QUANG TIN and QUAOO NAM provinces with the Regiment 
and ~VN forces to locate capture and destroy enemy forces ~upp1ies and ' 
equipnent of the 620 Division. 

Although the Battalion made light contact with local force guerrillas dur­
ing most of the operation, the majority of casualties received came as the 
result of a VC early morning mortar attack on the TAM RY Base Camp. The 
fl~tta1ion was instrumental in evacuating approximately 700 Vietnamese Re­
fugees from a VC controlled area. and conducted iwelve helicopter insertions 
and extractions throughout the operational area, before it returned to its 
CHU LA.I - TAOR on 15 August 1966. It remained in a standbY status there 
until termination of COLORADO on 22 August 1966 (see Tab h, After Action 
aeport or COLORADO). On 28 August 1966 the Battalion conducted County 
Fair Operation "KEY CHAIN", providing two companies (-) as blockin~ forces 
in conjunction with a Company size sweep of the Hamlets KY SAHN(l) KY LONG 
(1), at:ld 00 NAME; by the LY TIN District Chief Popular Forces units. The 
1st DiY.1sion Band accompanied the sweep and presented a cona~ to the vil~ 
lagers. A Show of Force fire power demonstration terminated the Operation, 
no enemy contact was made. . 

The fo1lowing was the chronological sequence of events within the 2nd Bat-.:. 
talion,_5th Marines TAOR for the period from 01000iH to 312400HAugust 1966. 

010934H, vehicles on Route #1 between BT46S081 - 443096 received sporadic 
S/A fire from vicinity BT465097 and 450095. A patrol from the Combined 
Action ~uad searched area. Neg/Results. . 

011339H, an LVT on resupnly run hit a mine at RT43,5056 resulting in a large 
hole in the center of the vehicle, two rush arms blown off, cargo hatches_ 
blown off, and. vehicle on fire, 2 USMC WIA. WIAs were Med· Evac to 1st Med Bn. 
Unable to ~stinguish fire. Salvage attempt is being made, 1 Squad from Co 
H, 2 LVT and engineer personnel are aiding in the salvage operation. . .. 

Ot"UOOH, LVTs on resupply :nm at BT439045 discovered unknO'Wll typ3 of mine 
covered,with eat+h in trail. Mine blown.in place by engineers. 

011120H, LVTs of resupply run at BT432054 discovered exposed mine eonstructed 
from an,arty fuse· for a ilIum. rd. Mine forward to Regt. Engineers. 

'011315H, A Squad Seareh and Destroy from Co E with PF personnel attached. 

.. ", ~ .. -.. ~ .... " .~ 7 I M~©~~~~W"'" 
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' •. ~()Ud signs that trail a.t BT4J8034 was .J:Cssibl)" b00by tr1.pped., Patrol,. 
doubled back over tnll and :trlpped .. M~26 .. grenade which failed to detonate .,' 
FF ners?nnel ne~treU.zt3fll~grem.d" at'Jd p~tl"bl'" tot)k·lil·~~"flftterroU.te b~ktto-;ef. 

0213.50H, LVT on resuPflly,run at DTlJ41044 ar>prehended 3 vcs ~0 ran after be­
ing to;L~ to s,top. , VCS, bei~ taken tt'l CC\E, CP for screening. 

021 ?50H, LV!' 'on resupply 'run at nT43.5056 discovered 60mm Mortai: r0und in 
trail. set to detonate a. larger char~e, type of charge unkno~. ~ne.was 
blown inp;Lace oaUSing a seOondaryex'')los1on~''Mine appeared to hav.e, been,: 
1milh.ced in t4e preceding, 30 minutes! Aoprehendei 3 VCS in the, vioird.ty. 
ves brou~http Batt~U0n ·CP, extensiv.ely screened and rolens'esl after it 
aweare1 they knew nottiing abmitmtne.· , ' 

021525H,resuPDly LV.T d~s:eovered 81 HE round in rO-ad at· DT4430J7, r9und blo'Wl'l 
in nlace. ' , 

0215)OH, LVT 0n :r~31.lnrlv 'run r1is covereq , 10.5mmHE r0unri. on sine of trail at 
BT44L!O)6. R0un1 was blown ·in n1::l0e. . 

, . 

032100H, a $:l.uad Sec! Ambush from C~ .g at TJT439046 ,'tripped a M~6 Fr13f! Grenade 
that had been booby tr.q'1'er'l. usinl! ~ trin wire aor0ss trail. 'Resulting in L 
USMC an~. 1 PF WIll. Plltrol returne1.to C!' CPo vJIA dirl n.ot require Med Evae. 

o41310H, t\le Jrt:! PIt nf C'" F reUeyed,., E at nIANH MY TRUNG (1) ])T448028., .. ' 

0521~Ir 3r'~, fit. Co F received (1) Han~. Gron"lde, which w~.s thr0'!Nll at machine 
mm msiti"n. l1T444032 which was rlefendinp.: 81mm Mortar positinn, Plt. Com­
l1ian1er fired 1 f31l11l1i·illuni. rrl~ 'fr'cm81mm mdrtar: att!l.ched to them.·~Invest-
i~atert tncirlent with neg/re'sU1ts~ ",' ' ,., -, , ' 

, . ~.. ., .' " . '.~ " ~'. ,." .. , ' , . " ,. 

060~OB, 2nrl Batte.li('n, 5th·M!.rine:5, (~)'(Rein) cnmrnenced m()van~nt in prerara,­
t1('1n for 0n'erati,~nCOL0RI\.OO.'See Tab' fl., 2n113n,5thMar1nes' After' Act1('n 
-ReTl<'rt':on Oneratir:nOOVl'R.W1. 'Crimpany F assUmed responsibility of 2n.-1 Dat .. 
tali0n~ 5th Ma~nes. TNiR,'9HU LAI C0mb:'1t'Base. Hii169, augmented by Com­
pariy 'E, :2rid! T1n,. 7thM~rlhes,' and 'C0 m"';an,Y' I, '3rn. Dn, 5th Marines. " Dlstrlbu­
tiori offorces.0ne Comna.ny (Rein)("") 1'Plt. Hill' '5' area,m~)50?q with 
outD(lstS. Hill'22' BT42lto91, P"d Hill ~T433b89 .and.J3T446078 .. ,000 Plt. (Rein) 
in the H:unlet of,TH.'\.NHMY TRUNG~(1) ,nT4iJ.7029 w/outpostHill 76 BT4510J8, '. 
cnInoosi te 'Pl~toonH&S 'Cr,' AN.TP.N·'3ri~.ge DT497066 •. , -'. , 

~ -'. It .. 
082)D9H perimeter Defense observed 2 VC in front of position BT467073. Pos­
iti'nn.,rece~ved t'rdund.'S/A"fire. ,Fired. 3, ... ' 8_ ·i11Uniina'tionrouni'ls and' ': 
A,rnundsS/A, resultin~ in 1 VC WIA (probable) VC broke contact. Area searh-
ed at first light with Neg!l1esults. '" . 

. ~ , . .. ,-... . . :. : -, - '",'" ,- ~~ ,":' '. ~ '-:.' : " - .' ' . .' .. . '. . 

100n>H,a Flt., , securlty'Patrol'frrtll. Co F p~cked ~:p S ves at OT431041, ~s did, 
not have I.D. cards. ,ves ~re brought to the' 'fX)s~tlC1n, then forwarrled to ITT. 
: '.,'" '-'r; ~~ ", ..... '-', .I,.~(; {'.'~. , 

1021lt:>Haflre ·te~ ambush fr'()M Cf'\ F. 'at nT452072~received' 4rds,' Sni'Per' .. 
tire fr'.1l1l m4520?4, AlltJueh poS1tion was 'cooiprom1SSd.' . .AmbU:shretu%ned to CP. 

.8 ':1. ,'" '1 .~. ': 
", -j' .. : 
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102300H ~o';t$..1 ~(,bomhined !\CtiOIl Sq~qd)" re~~i ved' ~~~~ox 50 rds' sl A ~re' into' , 
the perimca~~l:' :a~ BTh6308J. HeturneJ fire with 250 rds S/A fire. Checked· . 
area at fIrst light with ceg. resu:'-~j,C:;. . 

112120H a f~reteam ambush fromCo',F" BT41'2068:;:rec~ived, 25::roUndS 'of BfA " 
fire 'Whil'e;'l'IlQv~_il:lto~ambus!l stte.(Returped 50'x'ds,:S/A,andl - M-79 rd.' 
Searched area with :n'E?g results. ' 

14183sH (2)'~ybst~~'~e: '~otted: int.r.~sh' d~,:j~ t ,ciutsid~;Daitalion perimeter, 
one with' rlfle:,':when _Ma;-ineswentafter them,VC ran. - ~arines fired 6 rds. 
ove~<i'hea<;1'i1iq:~~l).;into~?dline,ani;lt-etUrne"d ;t3.-rds SIA fire., Marines 
l'etdined a~p.~?JC~ 20 rds., SIA f:ire. ' VC .fl~d -~_ea., 

• v :.- -,.-

141400H 2ri& Dn,·' 5th Marines (-) (Rein) returned to Hill 69 CP ~omplex from-
Operation COLORADO. - , --

160015Habunkeron ~e Battalion Defensepe~ter,a~,BT45907i received 2 
incoming Hand Grenades. A.notb.e~ bunker ,0p§,ei"Y~d~m6vement and fired 12 rods: _ 
SIA, area,illuihimted, anc:l:: cheeke~ wit:hout ~coritact. ~::~-. ' ,., ,::..". - : "~ :': 

170920H, ~:',1(secipatcFT~'_(+)'-it ro:~,6060 ~~e~i~:~~;i>::;~~:~';)A;!~~:!tm"viCinitY : 
DT46So62-. :::f>a:tro-l''S!iarched' ouiJ' are~. -neg';resw.:ts.'(, ~:.~o~ i;:c'~; i ~-'.' '::' - -.:,-:~ _.;,: 

181010H ~-';q~~~-~~~i.AmPush.obse~d"h :.vC ~t.:DT401081appea~e~ 'to- be armed wI 
carbines a'iid:.c :1,57Ca1'- MG. Fired 'Arty_ mission _ on·' VC. 'VC fled 'into line 
at BT40208:2~,_ -.VCappearedto have'dr-oppedMG but'sear,ch 'of ·area failed to 
locate it. -

190100H, Tanks, in support or-Hill at DT423091 received 40 to 50·rds. SIA 
8 to 10 rifle' grenades, and 1 rd. 57mm.lffi from a Northeasterly directions 
Resulting in 1 USMC WIA, unable to determine exa.ct location. Fire was 
returned. WIA Med Evac to 1st Med Dn. 

The following CP location wtthin out'TAOR are now in effect 

Dn CP'464072 
Co E . 464072 . 
Co F 435078 

-P0G faQ9J~,j9:,­
'Co H 448028 

200900H, Thiring Company S&D Patrol, Co G discovered Hand Grenade hooby trap 
(M~26) on trail at DT}A6086. Area possibI~l marked 'witJl paper on ground. 
Grenade was disarmed and destra.red. ' . ... ," . 

2011000 Co H Squad Patrol found 1 .0.' S. M~?<'gren~de~/tr'ip: wire booby 
trapped to"puri:ji stake. 'Destroyed in pla08~- " . ': ','" , : ' 

20~t:OOH, During'-ComparwS&D Patro~, Co G Pl.t' dis-coverecf on~196' atrl.(:>ne.~55 
rd, bcoby'~rapped:tn-a bus-h -at ur42209?, , }tjs -'l<yerc blown-in place . 

9' 
SEx;RET' 
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Due to Operatif'lnal cnmmitments n'1 f0rmal: instrlcticn .t-1~S CX'ni.tctrlr.1 du,ring 
the 'In!'1"o~ 15 f\U::<"1l:'lt ro 21",1l~~, 
C'~ LOC.'ltbn,· 

"n 01' 1./J J071 
'-

Co!i' 4Ii ,071 
00 F 4:i5078 
Co G 1.!())0T 
c,..., n 441029 

212)10'T, a "' r'mlmsh fr:m c~, Tl' :1t 0T41.~10t.:, t'~jcclve~ 1 rd. ~/ ~.rr''m vieinit,V 
"',r4l1.y,?1. C:)ulr1 n~t 'letprmtm~ p.:'{~ct lcc ..... tionj Area 'WI1S eheeked.w/neg. re­
sul ts. 

221:3I'YH!, 1st ~t. 0<:') a'engaged in ~ C~.s'(.lP.C,··~r "ren., vicinity'"T445055 :-.p-
-:-rehen~.Q'4 \TCS. Vr::q l)ein.'~ "r('\u;~ht to "n C::\ f:'lr further screeni.ng. 

2224')Oll, n-:>er:tti - n '::CLr'l11\Ir. terminated.. 

222100H, ~ Firete~ am1::lush frr-m Co 1t heard~movement,a.t ;1T4540:37.Fired 15 rrls. 
S!A fire, resultinr, in 2 han~ gren~des in return •. NeG/results. 

2 42)OOH, the C .. G' perimeter Defera at !lT44.50J2recm ven 1 Rani Grenar:i.e fran 
vicinity 11T445042, resulting in 1 USMC ~JIA. Observerl 1 neainc; ve, fired 
10 r~s SIA, unkno'Wl1 r~sults,.WIA was Men Evac. '3e,~rched'are~ at first lii1ht, 
neg ./resul ts. '., . . '. . . _ 

251115B, A. FT sec. f'atrl)l from Cf' F located a sprung hear trall at r.T423099 
appeare~ to he. boohy trapped,l:-lor,m'in ,lace. . '. 

26023Ql-r, a 'FT Sec/Am"'ushP~tr01 frnm C0' Gat nT49">077 receive1.' iO r1.5 Sf! 
fire fr0m vic nT46?o?o, unahle t~~~cate loc~ti""'n of VC, maneuvered into area 
received 4 more rds s/fl., sC<lrche'i area thorou~hly. Ne?!rEisults • . , - . .. 

261200H? C0 E became ('lPCnN, . of 7th~arines. -.-. 

261520H, a FT (+) Sec~ Pa.trol trlppe--1. unknOi~ tyro ho"')ohytran, . at tl'I'45?05)~. 
causinp.; smallexplosi"'n an~ alot of smaite, ~ltihg 'in .(l').wtA't '(non Med. 
Evac)." Checker:i. out~rca, anrl.c"ntinued missi .... n. ' .. '. .' ~. .,:, 

262300H, a FT (+). Sec •. Patrol receive<1 (2) rUSe oai"b1netire:f'rotl1 v1.ciDt.ty 
TlT4470l)l. Firing was preceded by rine;inr; . hell. No fire returned, ratrol 
sC"'lrchect 1'Irea.. F0unri hell use-1. to wnrn ve. .. 

28110011 en F bl~ckinp;' fo~ce for County Fai·r Operatt .... n:. "KEY CHAIN". cl1scovcred 
. 60mm r0und b00'Qy trapped at 1"1'1'437056. B'J.b.Wn 1n place. . 

Training Report, P~riod 2? Au~st 1966 to 28flueust 196? 

. a.' 1. 'tWo hour class was held' rturtnc; the weok on or,or!!l.tirig MineDe~ct1pg 
~qulnment by an engineer representative for selecten C0mn any personne~ 'TWen~ 
fcur hl')urs or instructi0n/aT)plic~til"m was c()n~ucted on the Ti"(,,)n Intlnctrina­
t1rm Program for ?2 new personnel joine1 f!:,m CX'NUS. The Troop Indoctrinatif"ln 
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~ listerl below was hel~. rlurin~ tho remrtin~ periorl for new person-n·ogr3lll 
nel 8.rri vin!"; f'rrm C0NUS. 

SUT'JECT 

Why 'We are in RVN 
Civil Affairs·Program 
flRndling roWs, Captured DJcuments 
leflsons Learned (Trng Tips) 
PattIe, Heat Casualty H~0ling and Malaria 
Preventi"n 
tun'husl1 Techniques 
Conduct of Patrols 
suoolv Discipline (Cf'l.re & Maintenance of Cloth-
in~·& Equipment) . 
Religious/Customs of S"uth Vietnam 

i 
1 
1 
1 

1 
2 
1 

~·i.sit PF ICAS Trng site observe Ty~cal village lay-
ou t (LY TIN) it 
Orientati0n and Informati0n on the 2/5 ~AOR, Hill 
69 CP . 
FAM firi~of Wms, plus M-79, Grenar'l.es, Flame­
thro1N8r, 3.5 Rkt, Demoliti0ns Trng 
Mine & Doohytrap School· (at 1st Eng En) 

\OTra P-l;lP Renon on ('Iner~ti"'lTI "KEY CHAIN" 

4 
8 

A'ITENDANCE 

22 
22 
22 
22 

22 
22 
22 

22 
22 

22 

22 

22 
22 

a. Operaticn was conducted on 28 August 1966, ~tarting at 0600 when 
uni ts started. movEment anr1 ending at 1330 VJhen p"lrticipating units arriver1 
a t th~ starting point. 

b. County Fair Operatilln waS c(mducte r1, in the Hamlet of·KY SANH (1) 
located at coord. BT4S5055 and NO NAME Vill~~e locaterl at coord. uT445055. 
Villagers were assemhled at coord. ur443054 for screening. 

c. The ~locking Force cnnsistery-of 2nd un, 5th Marines (-) anry rein­
forced 'by 1 Platoon of Tanks, light secti0 n Flame Tanks, 1 Pl"l.toon of Ontos, 
3 tVTP-5 and 1 LVTC-l. Sweeping Force consisted of 1 ARVN Popular Force 
Comnany, one Comhined.Acti~n Platoon, one ARVN Psywar Team, commanded ~ 
Dist~ct Chief LY TIN. 

d. Screening was c8nducten of 362 villagers, who were tre8.ted to a coo­
cert hy the 1st Marine Divisi~n Dand during their wait for screening~ and 
given Medical attEmti"n by a MenGap Patrol from 2nd T;n, 5th ~1arines. 

e. There were no frien~ly casualties resulting from the Operati~n. A . 
Sh0W of Force was c()nnucted after the Oporati0n on enemy lXlsitillns, assembly 
areas, an~ routes of anproach, on the Hill 270 comrlex. (Coord. P:T421047). 

f. There were 210 ve 0r ves f0unc~ durinF-; the screening. The District 
Chief was able to explain the coming elecUrm, and received a very.~ 
tic rec811tion from the nlh.gers. The Med Can P"ltrol treated 171 villagers .. 
The nand .was given· a warm welcome am was asked to return ~gain. 
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g. The entire or:er~ti()n was carried "'out quickly and sm"othly.. '!he vil­

lagers e~o"d no resentment toward the sWeeping or h10cking force. ..Ar1y VC 
innuence in' the villap';e WM less after the Distn,ct Chief departed. 

. . -
)J10»H received inform.qti~n from Vietnamese agent on il'C undergrC'lund agent. 
3-2 Patrol anprooenden VC at: nT44-3028, vce fol"'wm"de(\ to ITl'. ... . t 

301403B 1st Plt of :.Cf' G Hele") lifted to :8W74063 to providesecur1ty for D 
n!'l.ttery 11 Marines. : , 

J0230f)B Tank in r:erimeter defenee at DT?+t23090, .. received·20 rds sl Afire· from· 
estimaten :rto5 VC, returned fire wit.h .30 rds s/l!.. VC hroke contact, area .. ··· 
was searched at first light neg/results. 

3OlaOOH, Co E" returned from OPCON 7th Matines 

.312400H)August 1966. End Chronological se~ence.: 

l 

,.. 
f 

" 
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• • SECTION V - s-4 & SUPPLY 
f 
I 

1. GENERAL 

a! .. The month of AUR'Ust was marked by OT"erati~'n COLORAD0 from 6-15 
August. No significant nroblems were encountered by sapporting units in the 
field. 

b. During the month, Pattali0n Su~ply c0nducted a wall to wall inven­
tory of apPt'oxilnately 2.000·line items. During the same neriod of time 281 
requisiti~ns were su~itted, 101 were cnmnleted at a percenta~e 36~. 609 
line items over and above the Dattali0nvs required usage were invoiced to 
FtSG-r in accordance with current instructi0ns. 

c. Motor Transpt'lrt reduced avera,,:c daily milea~e by approXimately 15% 
by taking over the ~isp~tehing of all runs, putting the daily household 6xp 
truck runs on a schedule and consolidating these runs with their mite runs • 
. 1\. shuttle scheriule has been 'l')Uhlishect to insure maximum utilizatinn of 
scher'!uled runs made by personnel. of the I3attali~.n. 

a. SupplX. Unavailable aTe the fo1i0win~ critic~l items~ insecticides, 
ronent control items, mosquito repellent, lumbers for housekeeping purposes, 
bunker materials, 5 ft. steel DOsts and G.P. tents for replacement of Code X 
tentaGe. 

b. Logistics, Engineer assistance is needed to put in a drainage system 
in the ~attalinn area prior to the rainy season ann to cut new bunkers for 
use as a new ammuni tinn .... ..orage 1ump to rer~lacc nur present stnrage dump. 

3. TRANSPORTATION. Is adequate to support normal operations. 

SECT!'"' N VI - MEDICAL AND DENTAL 

1. SIGNIFICANT EVENTS. No unuSUc1.l Mer'l.ical pro~lems durin!!, this month. 

2, N1'W DEVELOPMENTS. No ~p.w n.evelopnents during this month. 
, .. , ..•. - .. -.-.-~" . .. 

3. PR()T1LEM AREAS, Nnm 

4. Average daily numher of natients seen. 

(a) Total numher of Datients seen for this month. 

5. Number of referrals to 1st l1edical !lattalinn. 

6. R()utine Medical Complaints. 

(a) Diarrhea 
(b) URI 
(c) Dermatitis 
(~) Far disor~ers 
(e) StomaCh disorders 
(f) Venera!l Disease 

1; 
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88 
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27 . 
138 

40 
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'7.S1gnifi6ant_DiseA-ses to the area. 

a. , Ma.laru; ORses for the m0ntM 
(1) Vivax Malaria 
(2) Falciparum Malaria 

'B. Numher of energencies; treatment and tyre. 

(a) Shrapnel 14 
MS.ssUe 04 
Laceration 08 
Burns 02 

First Aid 
-do-
-do-
-do-

00 
00 
OS 
02 

Evacuated' 
-do-. 
...cto­
-do-

14 
04 
00 
00 

00·· 
O? 

126 ' 9. Dental Referrals., 
"., .. '.-

.' 
,SECTI0N VII ,- cnMMUNICATtrNs 

1. O-reratinnCOLORAOO 'WaS the most' 1t1llXJrtant event during the month 'of' . 
August. The greatest obstaele to communicati""ns 'on the operati~n was 'the 
distance the Dattc\li·,n was removed from the Regi.mental e.r. A.t 'one rOint 
the nattalion was 35 kilometers 'inland with a large hill. mass between Regi­
ment and ~a}tali0n. The PRC-25 was not built for such long di~tance co~7 
municatir-ns .. and although rel!\y stati0ns,ha:dbeen installed by Regiment for 
the pUrp:lse.comrnunicatinns with them was not possible. The PRC-47 radid t·· ' 

a long range radio, has been found almost useless in providing cc'nmunica­
ti'"'na wi. th an inland unit in RVN. Consequently, cr.mrnunic!ltin ns with Regiment 
were poor at first and non-ex1stent for a nurn1:'ler of hours during phase on0 
of 0T'€rati "'n COLORADO. In the f/"'lllNing phase of the or,:eratinn the R-'-lttalion 
established ,lts." own relay stati")ns at the RVN outTJOsts LOe SON and QUE SON. 
These stations were ~ped"_ with the PRC-25 and setup to cover the va.lleys 
fr("lm whi<::h direct comnunicatir.ns with Regiment were ilDt.ossible because of 
nist-'-lnce a.n0. torr~n. 

2. Crmrnunicati0ns 'With the nattru.i"n Wt?re g()nr~ throughout the 0nerati "'n. 
The anditi r 'O of the rR.G-25 rariio t("l the .. cnmmnies is essentially the tlE.in 
f~ctor for such reliahle c("\mmUnicati~ns. 

~.' . 

3. Fr'"'m AugUst 20th to the 27th the winterizin~ of the Comm.·J?lat("lon area,. 
was ca.rried 0n. It still neer:ls some touching up but is 'essentially compl.Gtad. 
~e finished product is being helti UP hy la.ck 0f material. ", 

4. nn August 28th the final' complement 0f PRC-25 ra.rli.os were received; 67 
PRC-25's, 7 GRC-125's (PRC-25 plus equiment tl) vehicularmoUDt the same) 
ann 2 MRC 1¢9 radio jeeps. There are still no back Ul') repair 'Parts in the 
system. 

5. Personnel: The cOIIllIlunicati"ns elements -.will be short 24' ~rsonnel f'rrm 
Tlo after those rota.ting in Septemher leave. . 

6. Generator: The generator is werking at near maximum in. high usage reriods. 
Further installati"n of fans am electrical ()qu1rment is imr,nssible. 

14 
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7. Prevent'ive ~1ainten:moo'! Maintenance of equh:ment is ,:!bs~u~ly esaent­
ial to its j:€rf'ormance. Tn o<'lte, the care of the PRC-25 has been excel-
lent. Wire equi~ent; however, does not seem to get the !8Me care. There 
are m replacements fC1'r'hroken pb(mes; justific,~ti~n must he made to re­
orrler damaged equiJIllent." Whiel'lWUl be a long time in comint?;. 

SECTION VIII - FIRE SUPPORT/AIR SUPFORT 

a. Significant 'Events. 

(1) The m0st sip.;nificant event ~,urinr; August was "0nerati"n COL­
ORA1Y'". On Oper~ti~n <Y'If'RATJ(), the 5th.Marines was directly suroorted by 
2n"; l1'tttali"n, 11th Marines (-)(Rein) •. On this Ba'\talion'a fi:rst·,t.-wo ob­
~eet1ves ~ Battery consisting of four 4.211 Mortars was lifterl. in to lMke 
avai+ahle artil+ery fire sU~(1rt. 0n the Battalio~8 third opjective ampae 
.!1rtillery SUpT:'0:tt was -1vailahle making it unneccessCl.ry tf) lift in the iJa ttery Cl' 
of 4.2" t-brtar,,_ 

(2) During the m"nth we fired rne landing zono prep consisting of 
520 rnunas of artillery. 

No Naval gunfire was Used: by the nattalitm during the m,'inth of 
August_ 

b. Statistics: 

(1) Missions fired. 

( a) Artillery: 640 
(~, R1.ll!'l Mortars: 85 

(1) Types n,f rnissir>ns~ 

(a) lI.rtiller1 

~!\ '~servedl 30 
2. Unobserved: 23 
.S. BS'SI 587 

(b) 81rnm Mortars 

-1. "bserve1: 25 
'2. TTnobserved: 8. 
"3. It&t's 52 

", Rounds Expended: 

(a) Artillery 

!. Hi~h Explosive: 5511 
~ WP 77 
2- ill umina ti0n 255 

.,.. .'.' ~,~,~. 
~.". 
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'. 
(b) R1m Hort'3r:s~ 

1. Trieh BXT'b ro. va: G1n 
'2. T:lr~ 2~2 
"3. Tll'TTnn,lti -m 325 

c. Surmnm= 2n'~ '"'attali-:n, 11th :~"',rlnes (-)(1.ein) fur.nisherl this '?!;l,t­

tal {"'"'With very eoo~ ,~,rtillerr ~U~Mrt durin!~ the Tll'mth of '\U'!ust. The 
4.2" ~lTorte,r ~.'ltt~ry g!'.ve t.."1e fl~.ttaJJnn the neccoss-',ry SlF':nort during "Op­
eration C0I/,Q/l.TX)': vmen the BCI,tt:D:i(')n l·ras out of r~mge of the other ".rtillery 
avail~hle. 

a. Total mission .. 1~ 

( 1) BelicoT'ter 

(a) ltesupply (1~.OOOlhs) - 3 

(b) Recoil - 2 

(e) Administrative - 1 

(d) Troops (49) .. 2 

(2) Fixed t-ling 

(a) No. TAR's .. 4 

(b) No. Missions eontrolle::' hy 1"I\C .. 6 

(3) Total ('\rmance E))mennen 

(a) 13,250 lbs nomhs 

(b) )q 2.75 Rockets 

(c) 4 11K 79 Fire '!0mbs 

(d) '125 nos. 20mm 

b. Or:eration COLCl(A,"JO ' 

(1) At eG~landinR; zone UH - lE's controlled LZ pr~ps '\')t"oViding 
eoverPge nna ~.erlal reconnaissru1ce. Jt'ixed t.ri.n~; aircrl'J.ft "'ere providing CAS/ 
CAP missions after LZ prens, Ilrrl 1tmre on cct1] forturther :1ssistence. 

(2)~, T,!tC(A.) was utilized in many instAnces due to tpe 1i.mited ac­
cess of suitable control ~re:ts for the F!1.C:. 

(3) The overal1 Air 9um'ort dUrin? the oDer~.tif)n was trem2ndous .. 
wi th the Belicopters dotn!; an .almost unbeliev,~hle job. 
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SECTION IX - CIVIL AFFAIRS 

1. GENERAL. The Civil Affairs/Civic Action Program is making exeeellent 
Progress. Extensive MadCaps have been held within our TAOR. Local nurses 
from KY SANK and:KY KHUONG Villages have accompanied these patrols and pro­
ved very helpful 

We are,distributing items such as soap to tb~_ local offic!al •• These *tftalals 
effect further distribution to the populace. This_ system has tn~ atteot ot 
~king the people rely on Vietnamese channels to remedy their needs~ 

2~ MEDICAL A.ND DENTAL. M¢Cap Patrols are reaching approx 85'% of the total;: 
poPUlation within our TAOR. 1st Hosp Co and 2/11 are contr1butirig a great -
deal to our MedCap program. Figures for MedCap activity for this -period are 
as follows: -

----. ...-

MEDICAL DENTAL TOTALS 
Men 867 27 894 
Women ~7 -.lJ6 -- 983 
Children 19~ ~ 

_1086 
Totals ! 7 2963 

In addition, medical facilities for the 'Vietnamese' ~re available'in KY mUONG 
and 'IRANH MY TRUNG (1) Villages. 

3. PEROONAL ASSISTANcE. Distribution of the following items to KY KimONG 
and R! SANH Villages ~:as made during the period: . -

.. #. .. .... 

a~ 19,000 lbs. or garbage and ),000 lbs. of-rolled Wheat for livestock. 

b. 4,000 lbs. of scrap wood for repairs. 

c. '~lbs. ot olothing. 

d. 200 lbs of food for ,.rt1eolarly neeqy families • 
. , 

e. Assorted books for use by sehoolmasters. 

4. EVACUATION ASSISTANCE. FOllradults and four children have received l!1ed1.~ 
cal attention at faoiU ties other than those available through Vietnamese ,,' 
~ds. None of the Cases were serious and all have returned home. 

... -- --."_.- --
5. ENGLISH LANGUAGE LIAIroN. Classes a.re being held at LY TIN Headquarters 
frOl!1 Monday thru Friday at 1100 to 18)0 • . Classes have been small because of 
Vietnamese colllIlli tments. An aocelerated. program is ant1ciPlted for the near 
r~ture. -

6. CONSTRUCTION PROJECTS., Wood for desks has been provided at THANH MY TRUOO 
(1). Cement and reinforcing rods have heen provided the, Village Chief of KY 
SANH for construction of a permanent bridge at KY I'HU (3). The bridge wil+ be 
constructed bythe_, Vietnamese people. Also requisitions have gone in for _,_ 
punps to be used in wellscand for -fertilizer to 'be used in the rice fields. 
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MODIFI'E:D HANDLING AUTHORIZlID - " 

Frl"lm: 
To: 
Via: 

HEADQUARTERS .~:~ ~ ~ 

2nd Battalion, 5th~~~nes: 
1st Marine Divisi0n,(Rei~)'~_ 

FPC San Francisco, ,California. 96602 

.... ::....:;. (-" ... - ;. .. -- ". - :- ... -~ 
Commanding Officer - - ~: -, -;; , .. - -- :-_ -"';. 
Commanding General; First Marine .~~i~io~ ,(Re~nl:7 
Commanding Officer, 5th Marines ' ! . -'-'~ -~- -:;: ---: i. 

Ref~ (a) cn 1st MarDiv-~Frag Order1J-66 - : !" 

l' -; 

3/tFM/ggl 
26 August 1966 

(b) _ 5th Marines Operatinn Order 322-66 : -, ',. -
(c) Maps: AMS Series L701. VIETNAM, 1:50,600,'Sheets, 6657Itr 
(d) Maps: AMS Series L70i4, VIETNAM, 1:50 000, Sheets 6639I, 66401I 

and III 
(e) . 2nd Battalion, 5th Marine Frag OMer 18~6 :_ 

, 4 - .... ~ .... .::. - ~ ........ . 
~ • _ ;;:; ___ ......... ! ~ _ ... 4;. ~'-

_ _ _ v _ • .: _:-!-
i •. CODE NAME. COLORADO (Search a~d Destroy ~i;~ion). ~ 

2. . DAT~ OF-OPERATION 060406H August ~~6~ ~o ~~~~H :~gust 1966-

3. LOCATION' TINH QUANG TIM - (QUAN TIEN PHuOC,"iQU~J TAM-KY, QUliN THANG BINH 
QUAN LY TIN) T1NH QUANG NAM (qUAN qUE SoN). . ,; 

4. CONTROL OR COMMAND HEI\DQUARTERS 

2nd En, (-)(Rein), 5th Marines 

Company "Eft (Rein) 
Company, "Gil (Rein) 
Comparw "H" (Rein) 

1111 -----____ 

5. TASK ORGANIZATION 
-

2nd Battalion (-)CRain, 5th Marines 
H&S Co (.) 
"W"-Battery, 4.2 ~rta!,8 2nd Bn, 
Det, 1st SF En (HST) . 
--- FJ.f ... Co B,.. 1'et En~ Bn 
Co "Ett Rein 

Team HQ Bn) 
FO Team 
FAC-Team 

,Eng, ist Eng Bn 
S-2 Scout Te~ 
Interpreter 
Sectinn 81' s 

\ 
• 1 

11th Marines 

LTeOt MOORE 

em COOPER 
CAPT GRUmm 
CAPT HUGHES 

LTCOL MOORE 

CAPT COOPF~ 

, -

,;;,- - • Of .. "'_::'f.r"'-~ ~.,. 

- .. 
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~o "G", (Rein) 
Team (HQ Bn) 
FO Team 
Eng. 1st Eng Bn 
8-2 Scout Team 
Interpreter 
~t~n 81's 

Co "Hit. (Rein) 
ISO (Hq Bn) 
FO Team 
FAC ' Team 
Eng, 1st Eng Bn 
S-2 Scout Team 
Interpreter 
Section 8115 

. ISO Rep 

6. SUPPORTIOO FORCES 

a. SUpp:>rtlng Arms 

(1) Air - .-. 

DECLASSIFIED 

Medical Evacuation 

! '< 

CAPr GRUNER 

CAPT HUGHES 

1. All Med Evacs were priority requests and were requested 
_., VI~ the TACP local qr Battalion TAe net to t,tle ALO. The 

ALa rel~ed the request to the FSCC. at 'fAN KY VIA the 
TAR net. 

. .. 
~, There were a total of seven medical evacuation requests. 

\ - .. 
J. C All Medical Evacuatirms :were completed by II a...3-' wtW.:& 

un-1N or H-34 as escort.. ' 

.-!. The reacti.,n tilne averaged 25 iai.nutes~ 'All medical evac­
uation requests were completed. 

(b) Resupply 

, (c) 

--.1. All helicopters were on call frolD TAM KY on an as neces­
sary' basis for resupply missions. 

~. The detachment of HST personnel controlled the direet 
support Helicopters and all requests were made VIA the 

_. " " logistics net. 

Aerial Observers 

1. There were no AO missions. requested but contact was es­
tablished and maintained on the assigned not. . . 

,n"', ~ ~ 
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(d) Close II1r Support 

1. At each landing zone UH-1E's controlled LZ preps p%1)­
viding excellent coverage and ae~al reconnaissance. 
Fixed. ~ng aircraft were providing CAS/CAP miss-tons 
after .. the LZ preps, and were on call for fut'\her asste­
tance ... 

~. A total of four TAR'S (TacUcal tdr Requests) WM'e 
submitted. A TAC(A) was utilized in many circumstances 
due to the limited access of suitable control areas for 
the F~C. There were six missions controllen hv FAC's 
which !"esulted in the following ordrumee expended: 

.a.. 13,250 Ibs. of bombs 
~. 2 pods (19 each) 2.75 rockets 
.c.. 4 MK 79's (10001/: napalm) 
~. 125 rds. 2O,mm 

2" outstand1ng area coverage was "' "c v l(\0d by the UH-1E's 
as TAC(A),. and fixed wing aircr~ft through«hut'-the e11ttre 
operation. 

(2) Artill er;y 

(a) Employment of ArtUlety • 

.1. Initial artillery_ support -'</8S c, = - "-'-~erl the Battalion by 
four 4.2" mortars. The nv..:n"'t.o.;.' 1-.n~ p !'Y' vms ineffective 
to some extent on the B~ttal~ ',1? qrst objective due to , 
weather and terrain conditifm,,:; ~ ,-, 1-',ich they hart to land. 
The Battery fired illurnin8.t"\_)1- - ,- , :::'-'F. WcTs the first. 
night. 

,g. On the Battali(\n~ second ob,joct::.V'o'O tre 4.2" mortars pra­
ved to be very effetitive. 'The l'{'OJ ~,~ cry fired on targets 
of opmrtuni ty throughout- +,!1E '~2 2' ~t.1d H&! fires through­
out the night, 

2. Artillery afforded the most effective sUpPOrt on the 
Battalirlns third objective. 2n~ Battalion, 11th Marines 
sUpPOrted 2nd Batta.lion, 5t!c !,r;or'tnes with bro Ba.tteri~$ 
of 105mm Howi b.ers an1 one S':,.ttery of 155mm Howitzers •. A 
520 round'landing zone prep fire was delivered by 2nd 
Battalion, 11th Marinos. 

(b) ~tatistics. 

1. Number or missions tired: 
~" . 

MODIFIED rt,JIDLING AUTHORIZED 
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- e 
.0. Observed: 23 
~. Unobserved: 8 

,. NuMber and type rounds expended. J;:.e 

IE WI> 11.T.! 
155mm How 4i' 5 0 
105mm How 123 43 2 
4 .. 2" Mortar '300 34 274 

.1. statistics do rot re1'~ect 52') round :::1I:cu.ng zone prep 
and H&I fires due to the fact th~~ t~eso fires were 
.controlled by 5th Marines. 

~~. Because 2nd Battalion. 5th ~~rine5 first two 
objbctives were out of range of nonnal artillery support 
the 4~2" mortar Battery proved to be very effective'dur­
ing these portinns of the operat.i"m~ 2nd Battali"'n, 11th 
M~rines gave this Battalinn very go~1 support throughout 
the operatintl. 

a. VC strength in the operatinn area was carriEl'i by the 1st MarDiv O.B .. • 
to include 1 Division (620th), three Regis. (1st, ;,i~:lz :?1st) and support Bn8~:. 
an adrlitinMl Regiment (uneonr)(7th NVA), one).w Br, ('7?) and one LF Bn (70th). 
In adrtl.tinn ,. LF cos (K-51, K-52, K-53, K-54). R-Q'i"l -: I_~,e latter LF COS were 
est~ted at 120 men. 

" 
b. SUbsequent intelligence derived from Ql::::,:-: - - ':,( ,"1'1:::' screening suspects 

and tDdIpnous personnel in all objective at'eas ,~'-JC;: :,,", '::'!l c many VCMF had 
passed through 2 - 3 days prior to Marine force~ la, ,,'" :, ~ '1 :-;'le area. Es­
timates ranged from groups of 10 to 800. ThcSG .~:.':~~ -_c_~L,~~:,,~\,,)'_l as uniformed 
and speaking a northern dialect. Generally rluri:G'S t}:'3 '. - u'ctj 'm t only very 
light O'Jntact with local force guerrillas was cIJ.'l"C. :l~ 0 -.., u;nt~cts were gen-
erally harrassing fire anrl never in excess of 15 -:-l,.'S~ I\~ c('1i ts were identified. 

M:lst villages were 1:l.ned by hedgerows, tiJ5.CK: :.:-~-:~o j 'l>~cl surrounded by rice 
pa.ddies making Oo1/e1' and o(mcealment range fr')i'l b')0(L L,~ E":rcellent. In obj­
ective area 1 (AT888233) and objective area 2 (9~- 513:-) ext,ensive trenches, 
tunnels and i'ighting holes were observed. On :lJ.f.t'J}lH the final objective area 

- was secured. This area harl extensive one man bun'{ers a't (BT167312 to BT170314), 
and extensi va trench and tume 1 complexes at (Jl'1 ~f ~ 1":1: " S0me tunnels were 
found to be 30 feet deep. 

, 697 refUf;ees during the 2nd day were helo~lli f~=d f1" ,m AT98-22 to TArof KY 
fol" relocation. These refugees requasted that all i~e!'sonal:tJl'Opert.y t.l'xat 
could not be taken be destroyed. This inelude'i ho::n~s and livestock • 

• . 
'k' 
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8. MISSION. 

a. C<'nduct' coordinated ground Reco~aissancet search and des'troy opera­
ti"'ns in HIEP DUC - SONG LY LY Valley, QUANG TDJ and QUANG N.AM Provinces with 
ARV.(forces to locate, oapture and destroy enemy forces, eupplies, and equip-
m~nt. 

9; "CONCEPT OF OPERATI9N" 

, a. Annex F Operat:ton Overlay, 5th Marines Operatir,n O.-der 322-66, 2nd 
Battalinn, 5th Marines (.)(£1e1n), conducts ground !'e·~)l)n:...ios,:n"'~e. search and 
destroy operati"n in ~s3:zned. z.one of ar~a of ops..·'l-:':'Y~S. r:.c::..I~:)rc\;;d rifle 
Companies are helo liftol Jt predetermined tine inte::. ..... rC)::.c :..i-.~O selected ob­
jective areas to search out and engage the enemy whFm CU{l·t,act is ~de, addi­
tional rifle ('r'\r;n ... n· ... '~z CRein} and Bn. Conrnand group 01" :lvG lrJi.'l.11te alert, ' 
With helicopters st.~nH.i~.\';;; '--w, will be landec3 to exp]ot~ '\..1'1e 81.tuation. If 
contact is' not made 1n ally objective area wi tlli::1 ;j ',:)1'cr1 c,t.eY'J.llined time the 
Rifle Compmy in th:l~ a; ea will be extracted and 1"'.:!:'tsr1 ~r) ,m(\~her selected 
objective .a.1'3:t" Th~.S TJrOCeCure 'Will be repeated +'!1rC't: ,., ',".: che entire zone 
of action. 

10. EXECUTIqNy 

a. The initial briefing on the operation was C", lr\l,~·ted on 1 A~st 1966. 
A.ddi tional brie.t~.:i.lgs -were conduct.ed.ddly aniI t:".8 """"". ~ "_~c:.EJl' was issued on 
5 J.u«uet 1966. 

b. At L-Hour 0[1 D-Day land a reinforced r::..c '.: ~.' " .' :¥ :'.n the designated 
LZ in objective area 1. Cnnduct reconnaissance ,-<1,:: :,." "',1, ,md clear operatil")ns 
in the objective area w:itlJ. p:>t1eul.u cmphasi.~ C):. ~,_: ',: _~!':,"[1 and eastern 
portions. 

c. On order, (Approx Lof 1) land a reinf.\)~·l~"'(' "_.L-.. -:' :o,_~ n.,'.c,,;. at, the designa­
ted tz in objective area 2. Conduct reconna:'J:::,..:;.~,j c'''''',, '.".,', f') anr'l clear oper­
ations in the objective area, with par tiCUb,i" ,""ilt ',"'" " _',I U.S northern and 
western portions. 

N 

4. On order (Apnrox L+2) extract the r::'fJ.<.' c-·".rxv~v (:-E)~ 11) from objecti'lG 
area 1 and land it in the designated LZ in ob.j8 ;':'. ":' ':"C"~:3.. Conduct re­
comaissance and sea!'ch and clear operations ir -:'_2 0'J,jectj"e area with partic­
ular emphasis in the s0~th0rn porti~n. . . 

e. On ord?r, (Ap'Pr~:" £+3) extract the rii'.J..8 L' '11])1. ,:r fT'L .... m objective area. 
2 and land 1 t Ul the ded :;n~ted LZ in object.j ~'"" c.' nt, ; :.0 ::'0~nf'orce the Th"'l:" t 
locat,¢ therein. . 

f. On order land a Bn Crnd Group: in the deRisn;,t,:;:l ~Z in objective area 3 
to co~trol the units located therein. 

g.. Be prepared to assume the missions of the 1st Bl'l set forth para' b 
~ ~ne Opera~on Order 322-66. 

'I' 
h. ,On order, (Approx D+2). te 

reserve Bn as fo11o'-'8: 
IW;pared to a~'5LJ_'? -1: -, '1'issirlDS of the 

S 

ZED 
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(1) Provide security for the units located at TAM KY. 

(2) Be prep~red to reinforce either of tho other Bns or to exploit 
any advantage ga.inect by them. 

(3) Be prep::trer'l to") a.ssume the rnissir,n of eithor of :;ne o"t,he:o Bns., 

1. Follow.tng t:r~ ~:!_"lsion assigned 2nd B~rttalil")n, 5~.;1 :1c,ri..~e (-)(Rein) 
remained in the jnit2,9,-L ,")(J€rational area until' 7 Augus'J 1}"'(~~ lThe":.1 the Bat­
ta11"n was extradB-1 ::>:1<"' r~:-'Jurned to TAM KY eS81J.""1in~ t'l'::' "-(>(:UI~ I ty I'esp::m ... 
sibility. Orl 9 "~')'!<~~.: 1 '-Iv') t"1e Bnttalion wab ~xl_in ':~~ h:l'tf, ~ : '.'- ~ -;-;,0 Opera­
ticnal area alo'rlr: 1),:, n'--'·"e''n escape routes of ''}'-:' ,:\..1"(. -~-~ ,_,~ ~"'-~I.'''\', :"'8-

maimng thel(,,'ln1~4.l 0~-··'·'c;~,cc. on 11.Auguat t~t:;5 m.c~ a£f~h 'ii.""'.,' .~,j.-~~~'H.M:.-.. 
KY. It .,ms ~":::f' ,11 ~_:: ·'1 'J;l15-:: 1966 th?t the <"l"C+"'\:: !' ::c".C";:!'C':! T;H;'; 'Il-"-Jc:-i~~y 
of its C3SUf1t.:'.c" 61~':-1,~- )',8' in OperatiQn CO"LCRN'() ':.f> r' ':J~l-::-~ v lv'rning VC 
mortar OCP';>':'.:' 0, -: c .~ '_ \:- base arM. On 1) "".':,:>L;-: ;:'r,,: 13['\ +- .~ i. -'r \ioTaS in­
serted 3:011';, -J;"_ -:"'::-',.;' -:1 :JC!.."'I'8 of the operat-c-",-,l ,,_ ':. ... - '):,-'';',,: p:a~lble en­
emv forces hc-:""j"L: n;,:,:_~.,j v.."'i..!c.h ARVN units l'~u>;_ ~."-:"·l-:_n"" ... --, it' 8'lrl on 15 
August 1966 1)1,;.2::,' ;l<'~ltl:'_:_'"'.L1t 5th Marines l.Jab v_-;,~~:>,·.,"J': llC t~e op0ration­
al area and rot,lr.r;cxl "T.:..\ 'i'!~M KY a.nd then to the D?t..:-:L .' ~I -;:riJ.l 6)1 eRa 
LAI Conitat Base 0 It l'er,lE ined in a standby si tua t ; .. ~~ '". l :_J termina ti<'ln of 
Operati0n cm.!O'RADO on 22 M\~\\8t 1966. 
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CHRONOtOGICAL SEQUENCE OF :EVENTS ' ' 

...... 
,;,.,r • I'., 

r ',', 
" .' 

',' .::. 
. -'~ 

06Q415H, 2nd Battali('ln, 5th ~ahnes (~)(R~~~), d~'~rted h11169 C;{tor T~ ,: 
"KYs:coord: 290234 by': truck :coriVoy. 'Units"eonsisted"ot, the',f'qllowlng:: ,Bat:t3.l.­
iQn ColTll'l!Uld GroUP3 t Alpha ru'ld Bra.vo; Co E (Rein) f Co' G (Rein)1 "W" Battery f 
4.2" mortars, 2/11.~rer. '",5£h,:Marlnes 'OPOrder :;22-¥ anc;h'2u.g',Bn, :5thMar,~e~' 

~a~ O~~er, 18..6~ , .,,_;,~ ,:,;, " ' ... :., '", " " ~ ," 
'Q60s3l1il2J5~co~Oy"arrlved'TAM"rt,m234,.~~,tabU~~hi~g:.~,o~~tl()~ai .. :~~~-"", 
camp an~t· standing' by forhelo-litt 'int'cCobje~tiV'e' area,.,: .. ' "':';" "" ~\~:",;'-

. . ~. ~, !.;iI ~'."'.'l·~, .... :7····· ~. ~." ':~.. ". '. ,'1' •.• __ ,', 

,o60915H, Co H (Rein) helo-lifted.t"~ hill 69 'to objective (l)(Ref: 5th Mar';' 
• '-:iries Operation,' Orner 322-66).' , ~ ~' ,'\, f "'1::~ , " ' .>, r :;: '.Y" "" " 

0609~5H::"'~s's '6 :Act~ai ~Ao~} .... ': ~ ~",:'::::' -,:,~:, '", ~'( .. ~,,~:' ,.:, "; ~ , " . ;," ,-
..... I';""~ ~ "'; " it" ~ , .~". ..... ~':"'" ,: ,.'. "'.~'~. I'"' :,. ; ~ .... : .. t.. •• :':: 

~06toooH,.":fil"-st wave '():'I H'1n' tZ:~'Objeetive" (:1,):.:<:- ,;:,~", .J,~;, 't, ,':; "'; 
,. ,: • ," •• ' ,'. •• , .. ,"' ., • ." .. - ';,. .' .. ~ r ( ~.' -,' \<O~ ' .. , ',. • ~ '" 

< :,o6101SH; ,Co' .'H"inj~cted;:inW'LZ~ c~Qrd,J~~t225'{)bj~~ti ,;~~!}::,' Go~~~ced' ~e~,p;~ 
N. E.( obj eet~ va f ,,(1) ,as "rer~ .. ;th "'Marinese,pera tirm ,Order , 32Z"~) r~~~iv:~d" ',' Y' 
sportl:dic S/ A tire during' sweep, ,sp;tted 2: VC neein,g ,area c00rd 888233. :U~ 
able to close Wi th ell~'" numerous caTe~,"'<ronifieat1(:ln 'and, pmji ~SUikel:",: ., , 
in use, ~ past !;TlO~., 

06101~, Co' H ~bBe"e~ ~ir st~~es o~ '~et~;an~~ght of' obj'e~tive(l). g~od: 
cOV:E!rage.''ob$erve"d,'~ asse'ssrrient,of damages~,ha'ven 't;,'been t'eceive,d :atthis ti1U~ • .. , -, ...., ' . 

'661100H~'" Co H contin~ng' ~to s.weep obj~;tive' 'are'a :( 1~ :no' ene~eon~ct," have,' 
picked ,:p 4- ves for screening. " ,,' "",;' ,," ';, , . , ,',',' .. '< ' "'", 

o6tt40H,:,Co"E :(Rein) Uelo'lifted: fronf LZ, ,TAM:~Ki':' c6orcl2962,4,:tb'.objective'; 
(2) (ret: 5tb"Ma'rlnes Operatir,n, Order.~:322~6) .. :', .~ ':. ,;":_:., ", r, . ,:; 

'~61bo~: ~'~r~ '~v~' ~JX>tted '~oo,rd89n~J3~: ·2: va iW:~"~ptured 1 U.S."~ Cai-bi~~:', 
M-1, 1 "shotgun, s:luring' sweep tound:Medical supplies, various papers, and 
uniro!'l'li~,khak1, sh1rts"{ trousers.:.ln'maAi. caves.; , 

: • I- ."" ~ '.' .... ~ ...... ". ~. .~~ 

06115QH, Co E:.:(ReinY "landed 1n,LZObjec,ti.~~(2}J ~Z·'se~Ur~d,.'but"reCEdved. ... 
some s/l'J. fire. No casualties. Co"E (Rein) beginning to s~p objective (2). 

:.,': •••• ~ ~.. 1-.." •.•• :.; •. ~., ",:_ ';t- '~'; ... :"" r:.i t,"!.': ....... ... .'.o; .... ~.~.' .,~;: ," ":~' ,.." ',' .... ~ ," .... :. : 

061,200lt-,late.rep:>rt'due" to 'loss o~ co~cat1(ms~ , RePJ,rt,;~t'6 'VC lf/weap.. 
,,-ons spotted in objective (:1) area. ; Co>H in J:lUrSui t "'Of' ,enemy, .but no; ,con.' .. 

tact wa~ made.. v,, , 

061200H',' :C~'H',~~~ ~~~~"t():t~,i~r:"~el<1ip,,~',',~p,P~~S. ~~ve :,4 veS" ~i;:' 7 ' , 

bring ~ objec~ive (J) after extraction.,,,,'~; .."': .,,' .. ':;' ,.,,; ";' :"",,:, :, 
" . ,', 

06t~OR'. ~ Cp, lp:ea tion- asot 061200lk· Cass, 6', :-!d.Tbbrne; Co' ,E'; 'OP in' 0 bj .', (2)'~ 
and;.lTIoVirrg;'·Cp 'H,C£1n obj. (1) -mdving' to"LZfor extraction.das;s,,.iW/Co,H 
obj • .en, C~ss Rear, TAM ,ICY coord 290234. "Eor ad4f,tionali;Jormation (ret{' 
5th Marines ... Operation Order 322-66) for area of' oT"IIQf.'~tion, mission, and selieme 
of maneuver. ,~~'~"" "~~'.~ ... 

,',",' .• ,: ,~~., ,<"'\:~:' 'ToIFi:Ef)-~ AUTHORIZ,ED 
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06.120q"H.,Cf'l 14; cmnmencen. sweep NW 1irectirm obj ~ (3) (rei: 5th M'lrines OPOrder 
322-6~urnn c~mpleti0n of sweep into HIEP DUO. 

0612)OH~ C0~'~Ck~d UP 2 'vcs viCin~~y, ~o~ri.9i6255;men were not eooper~t1ve. 
. .. I" : " • ' : . 'II :. •.•• '">.' :: 

, o61300H,' CO E' discovered: 3' ves hidihg in hole rlcin':~y :915,253. . , ' 

o61300H, Co t ohserved three VC a.t 914253; one c1ropped medicine kit as they' 
r!:\n into ·l~u.SheS.' Medical ldt and~'l' vec (ca.ptUred.), ;Later ·identified by vil .. 
b.ger8 <!s guerrilla. sqd. le~der. 1 ,VCC';and. 5, ves, will be ,extracted with Co ? 
from LZ 914245 into obje~tive (3). ,. 
0"· 1 

o6140011, Co n (Rein) helo lUtenf'rr:>m LZ TAM KY, c~(lr,d 290234, to obj; (3) (re:f~' 
5th Marines Omratit'n Orner 322 .. 66). LZ coord 983231 received. approx 25 rds 
50 Ml~ XM.ch1negun fire . from estimated J Ve V1 ,o~mouflage: :?Osition at; coord 
981233. Co· G commencen sweeD on enemy poSition, VC f1e~. Discovered~­
other p''Sitioiv~ati9B1~:tt;. ~e'd··futtr""p::;5f'tt':..sr\s··w/ctew\'5i" ~cr)rtti~~<;i1 to,' ~p 
~r("!3JL'~. ! ''''L6a~;ti'ed~hUl'lle}"b\mlJ1'1jrli::fi~ti0hs:' tumels :JO 'M(rt,e~'lohg" '. 
s~. trAPS ,and ntmj1 stakes;-:eool'd;·99'3225. 2. VCS ·picked. up "dultirrg. ,Sweep.· ,Co 
G JIl6vad1nto perimeter rlefenee o,61730H, no oMWllties. .2 ves. 

'," ,. . 
". 

061430H, 4 USMC heat casu~itieSt~'Me:iEv-'l.c w/C("J H 897241.' 

o614JOHp Co H picked up 4. V~S .coord 8?72i1o ev;\cuated to TAM KY. 
... • .J -- ..... 

061430H,' Co H extracted co()rd ,897241 ',to 'LZ coor.d· 009218 o61500H obj.' (3)~ " ' 

. 061800,H' 00 H captured 3 VCS coord 01621'8. ,Two idontifiedas VC by' villagers 
during screening of refugees, nne hold for qU0sti~ning. 

o6t83CH, during 'sWe'ep 'of'HIE!' DUC, C"'·. Enoticer\ )::tck of villagers in area., 
extensive fortificati'ms, with iJ)dica:tionsof' it 1I!e';,~a.$'a. 'C~.a.~. N'¥'" 
Arelight strlkGevidence from today-'s strike •. Information fromVCS trulM:tretf 
10' -~nned VC had left are,01, hefore' M.l!r:tnescame. 

06183Q'H, Co 'E extracted from obj., (,2) :to' LZ coord 009217 obj. ,(J). One' 
hellcopte~ down in LZ due to engine failure. Crew evac~3rd Fit, Co E 
providin,6 security. Co '!!;'.(~) in yx:rimeter 'defense' coo'rd 016218. , 

" .'" "'''', ,: ~" .,' ," ',' :'''. ' " .... 

0618)OH, 2n(~ Bn, 5th t!arines (-)(Rein) in t-crimeter defense, Cr; E (-), Co G,. 
" Co ,J.t, coord 016218, all secure'" no contact, 'a,pprox 35 Vietnames") ,requesting .. 
evacu~t~l"In from.area. ~ This figure willprobably-,increase by morning - 9 ves. 

OI)2,OOH, 2nd &, 5th'1arincs (-)(Rein) all secure within perimeter coord 
015218 )rdPlt. Co ~ all secure in Derimeter 1efense c6or~ 009217,4.2 
Iln~ A1 ~J')rtare firinlZ ni~ht H&~·a. . ;.' ' . 

06Z)Q0H, Co E .. (Rein) hclil1ftsd ·into' LZ CObrd 916254 obj~ (2)(ref.' SitRep 
4=1.06pllooF- too61200H) r8porl' RS tn .S/lI. 'fire in L,Z;'at time of l~nding of • 
eriE ~S inacctir<l.te, no fire wa.s recd veri accnrning' to dchriefing by' Co ,E, 

.. 00.... ,'.~ '.' r e .. ' .- . J ,. 

NQ AUTHOR .... ·."r 

DECLASSIFIED 



DECLASSIFIED 

• '. ~.~"" J '1 • ~ 
" ..... 

... . "t"'. C" ,. ~. ~ ?',~~"', '. ';.'",' . "', . " 

070305H, Co G perimeter observed 1 ves ooor'd 001225 'tried to"halt him. 'vea 
ran, opened tire., searohed area. ,under illumin,a.ti9nJ {oupd pool o.t' blg:t)d" ~t 
~able ~to:, o()ntaot·VCS~'· Search: ot~'u;e.:· wj;lrb~' cciiJ.~ucted ~st ll.gl,lt,.'.' ';:' ':', ~ 

, : . ..... . - " ;"'. .'. '.. '. :... .~ ... 
070600H. 2nd Bn, 5th Marines (-)(Rein) Bn per~et~r def.en~e,~~,~eo~e,cqprd 
01621,8'. Have approx·'65':Vieth'a.m9se' reqiie~:tingeva.oil8.tion·': ~ithtbia, 8n~'When 
extracted. }rd Plt Co E perimetEllr,a.1'ollr,ld downed ohopper. ooo~ 099217.,·, all., 

'?_~~~~~~'~;:. ,~.~ ,~S·:'>:.',:," ~ ,':.,'~ '<. .~; .::: .':~~; .'.'-'::~ .':;+,:': .. x-::'~ '~'~:~~~,\,. ' :: '.~:.:, .. ~ >::-' : ';:~ ~";: 
07Q600Hf' (Ref,:,' 010 305H spot\'report) .s~a.roh:of, ~e$','at .1.'i·nt, +ight')=~eal~d:·.no 
s'I'fexoet" ooldi'·'l)loOd"f,vc·,wU·("rol)"; \" :~,:·.i:.'.': "',- '- 0,',,' ".:',' "."'" 

l.gn . p p " p. !.'. f,··· ... ; .,.~ •.. "')',';,' ,,;,::'; ',.,:, . .1 "," 

010600H, Heavy ground .tog at this tim,e, n.~ ,c~8l~ie~ .:!;h!,s p,~iodt; no EWemy, 
oontaoti· '9 'yeS w1!1 be"eBtract'ed"·Wd.th Bn.; ,,' .. ~ '~ " ',\,':. . :',' ','" ~'." ,:' 

.. ~'~' .. ~.' :I:;~':'; :-i .. ::"~, ~ :.,~ ~' .. ~.: ' ••..•• :' .. :~;..~. 

07P609i, Cc)nductiilg aggresQ,iva pa.troling :i:n .~AOR. ,.No e~eID.Y.conta,ct Y.'~t •. -}?atro1 
will locate·an:'s.pjr6pria.te' Ott: f'd~'mass'lilt"'t:roli"Vicin£ty'ot' dbw'ed 1ii~,c'oord 
016218. . , ., " ,'" 

070930H, 2nd Bn, 5t·h Mar'iri~s (~)(Rein)' do~eh6~a \'efu-a:6t±'ott"freG'tZ ";±~init~ 
01~21e obj. (;')(R~i': 5thl>1.arine,B. pp . .al,'a~i0:ll Qrd~~, ~22-6J6) •.. ,AP~JC' ,.697?,:yi,~t~e8e 
evMua.ted· from;ariaa,' '·aJ\d..!~,~V,C's,;tUffe:~ .~~;r ~~' 1!f:~eP~~ef~.EI:~~V~~;.:~",:'.· ,. " ".' . 

, ' ~I!:rn:,t £.~m~o~~·1.~r-~~~~~~~~~' I~::~.;~~:::~~;~t:~,~f;~~~~~'~;~~:~,::~~~~ 
,07151511, CoG ass~sned as s~curity Canpan,y!or,; 2n\i.~nt-.-ll~ Ma.riAes a.rt:L11~ 
posl:t':ro~ 'CO.9rd: 2'~;}~:~" DePk.-'~$tfTAW KY: ¥i~~J;~9;'~cf~'s"Bi~~o. COmm8,nd, Gifo~pu 'as 
convoys8CUrlti~', ;.'.;, .<;,.",; ". "c : .. , • ,., ....... ' •. ' ... ,<, ,.".'" .. ,., .. , .. . 

... ~;;,:,:,.'" .~\." .•• ', :,.."1,: :.;~:':":".:' \:,: •• ",;" •• ;: .• ,.:, .~.,.~.:.-:' ...... ~:.I 

0717~H, Go, G ,'arrived, d~sU~~ti~m. Establi.s~ed ~~ R~:im~~ .defel;l~e ~ound, 
2/11-,: arty p~siti~\·;;.;~·8118'eoW:e.-:' '..'. ..~: 1,.',· ... .. :' ... ' '., , ,:" .. 

" , :~ '., ... :: : .:: ~">~:: ; .-: . .~,.- (.":'"...:\ :.' :.! _" ... ". ,'.~"'. '. ~. \.:'" " ::; "'-.. J ," ;,. 2· ;". ,':!~ .. "' .... ~ 

071800H, All remaining units. 2nd :Bn, ,5th Marines (-)(Re1n),.ext~ac~ed t~,ob3 
(3) arrived TAM KY. 2nd Bn',,' asSigned p~ri!netijr" dtlfei{tie'(i{ tSA T~M' KY~" '". "," 

0,18300, Convoy seouri'ty returned to TAM KY'~ 
( • _,Jo". ,_ • _\ .~ ~ .7' \ I· , 

071920H, 1st Platoon Co H w/aect1on at tanks depart ad TAM'KY for or1dge' .. 
aeouti ty. ooord 269272. • _,. _ .,' ,,'. . ' '. 

'L'::" . J. ~ '. :'.' •••• :~ _ •••• ,', '. " •• 

072000H, 2nd Bn, 5th Ma.r~~,8. (-)(~~i~) ~.()sitiqnf? .~l s.E!QlP:'e •. ;~o . anEW C,Cln,t,aot. 
,;_' '" _ .. '. '. , .. ", ',. '. ' ,: . ' .. ? : '_,,' 1" ',., ~.' ," .'... J , • "r. ..... ,,'~ '.' ." ~. ', ....... 

0e0600H, 2nd Bn, 5th Mmnes (-)(R.~in)., poa1tio~~ .. a;Ll, seo,ll.~~,:,no ,enenv ~o~t 
during period 012000H to080600n. ". ".",:,., .. ,., ... " .. l,1." '. •• . .. .. t·,·, 

'j .; 
", . " ... 

1 •••• :,) 
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~. 
MOD~IED.HANDLING AUTHORIZED, 

'!o'. ' , ' 

0a1020H~' +!3t: Plt.' Co H reliefed a.s security for bridge co~r.d 269'272 by PFI 
l1.F personnel. Bepsrted for En CP TAM KY. ' 

, , Q8U22H, 1st, PIt Co H arrived Bn CPTAM KY coord 290232. ' 
.. , ,. . . . 

OSl200H~' 2nd ~n,' 5th a.;tine; (-) (Rein)' CP TAM icY' ooO~ 2902';., Bn. ~en~ive 
perimeter lOcated ooords 2e7228 to 296238 to 299235 to 289224., Co G perimeter 
defens~ l09~ted coord ,20229, provid~ng security for 2./11 arty positions. " 

. 081200 au ani ts 2/5 (-) (Rein) report 811, secure, , no, enemy' contact and J10 , 
oasual ties this reporting period.' , 

6S124,OEl; l\eceivedreport :ot p'os~ible eastward,ntovement ot 72ndJ,o~~ Force 
Bn from BT 2622 toward this installa.tion. ' 

" , 002053H, Coil MedINa.e Marin~ banged Kn~'bn hel~; to ls't Med Bn.at 
OO1730H.' , , ','", ", , 

082035B; ~ G e.nd., (Cass ~):Convoy returned to 2/~ Bn OP,. 
. '. . .. .', . 

. ' 
OS2400H~ ~All ,U¢ ts2/5 (~>'(Rei:r;.r in defensive periIne~~r.,,' Posi tiop.s .~emain.,' 
the same wi th,the Scidi tionaf Co GiS return to TAM ICY. ' " 

090600K, "'2nd :an, 5th H~neB, (~)(ilein). perilDet,e~i;~e~e 'reports, ~ en~mi ':' 
oontact during pertod 09000lB to 09'o6uW; positions secure. : , 

09C>700H, 2nd:8n, 5th M8nnes' (-)(~iri) standi!l8'by.for h~lio~ter~in~ertiollS 
as blocking toroe on' enemi western routes of W1thdrawe. in the' sON:G, 'tYLY ,: 
River valley vicinity coord. 9429 to 9629 to 95,1 to 94,1. ' , ' 

0907200, as' cli:r;e~:t~d, 2~d Bn.5th Marines (.-)(Rein) co~~~~ct!helu.ift into, 
blocking posi tiona astride westem routes wi thdrawal (ref~ 090700H r~port) • 

.. o90i20Il,Ca.ss' 6 8.1rborne; 1st 'Units ,c~ E extracted • . '. .. . ~ . . , " . . 

090800H, Cass 6 in LZ coord 958300. 

090803H, let l'{aveCo E i,n 1Z. 958300. 

0908l0H, Co E all UDi ts il1to LZ. 

090815lI, Co 11 oOluIilenced he1ili/t into LZ ooord958299'. 

090830Ht First elements Alpha' cOlllIJ.iBZld Group ~rbor~e.' 

0908~H, flrst elements Co 1I into LZ ooor<1 958292. 

Q9085OH, All units Co H into LZ, 'no ene:q oontaCt. 

090905H, Co G first wave ai.rboidt.f 1< :.~ 

.,. : 

090921ll.Co E ~~::vc in'rii'i'e~~ight at coord 956306. Air Strike oe.lled 
reslllting ln' 5 VO KIA' '(cont'imed)~' ........... 

10 ~LING AUTHORIZED 
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• • .u.a.L".LI.u . .L)."'" AUTHORIZED ,-r,: -
,:.,':, 

.,',." 090940H, al.mIlr portar~. call~don X::i,~e l~.nec ~4329.~; susp~c~~d .enenw· positiops. 
" \" ,I •••• ', " 

09094IH, Co E, nowsw~~~ing' vill~e<;icinity' 94830"6" t~~~ hin 150' vid.nity 
· 948304.'" Trying ."1;0 ,f.orc, enemy .into. pocket .vicini.ty .. 951204.... .. 

• ~ : ' • .' 0.:, : ':~ .• ; 

. ., 09l010H, C~ E secured 'hill at 965308, dl~ar or' vc, moving siowly'dile' to heat 
to/hill' 150. , '" ,':. ,";:; . ", ." ... , . . 

09l030H, Bn perimeter opened fire with'M.6C)ls and 8118'00 'erle~Yvicirtlty' coord 
951296 •. 3';YCKIA(con£);'2~h9':lse~ on fi~El. " " 

091030H, 1 WI! mine non evac U~C. 
· ~';.j .'.'~' "~:: .. ,.'" ~ / .. --".-~.; ;",:'. ~;"'. ~ --< ... ': ; .... ;... :. " ,'.':' -' ;'" ,",' 

09103411, Alpha. Cotnmand (.!roup ,1 USMc·ru (Non. Evac) ·1:rom,:.·urik tyPe, ~~opytrap 
vioinity 958299, prObable trag grenade wound," not serious. ret· 091030H. • ,. 

, ..... ,', 

09104611; Co G mo~i'ng ·to ~i~kingpos.ition;~s_tabifshed ~,p~t;ol .base·viqiriity 
coord. 950290. Movement di£icult due to heat and terr8in.· . ' 

':. :. ~ -.: :~. ' ... 

.091113H, .Co 'E .at. bas~!9t ,:1,50. vtcinitl 951)04.:pr~pa.ring to ~e·cure·to~. ,::t-toveillent 
slow due to heat and terrain. . ' , . , 

, ·091125H, Qo ',~ picked.up 1 VQC,w/p!3.okand uniform, no weapons".yic~nit.r 95.1':>4; 
; .1 vee.. ': ..:, ..:.," " .. . . .. ... : .. ',', . _.' .,:: .. ' ;, " 

09114oH, Co E has secured hill 150 vioinity ooord. 951298. 
I ... , "': '.~ " - • , _ 

0911400, Co H moving to clear village vicinity 95i298 iIi preparatiorifor' Cd H . 
and Command Group move to vicinity Hill 150. Estimated time of movement:1 'hour. 

~2,_, .~ ,'~ 

· 09i200H,· A1rstr.i..Jte bei~gcOlld~oted .. on enemY escaPe rolltevicinity coO'rd .949290. 
. ._. . . . ;'. ~ -. . . 

091325lI, Jlass 6 .. Command Gro~p" arid 'CO 'R es'tabl1shed 'i~ :perime*er"dei'~se' 'at 
ooord 951299- . ." 

" .. " . 
091420H," CO,.,H i USMC'~~'in,jured b;flyin~"de~~is, produc.d.by· VC . boo bytrap. 
Possible broken left arm, Med Evao. 1 USMC'-WIA~ '.,,, .',' " "., ''''',' . ~- . 

.. . 'Q91445H,:'CoG reports s~e.nheat c~sual:t?-e~, due intense hea.t and, :terrain. while 
moving into position .. 1 USo1C Med Evacs~' " ',' ,-' ,: "" , 

09l430H,: 3rd·,.Plt Co:.O ,~§qoy.~;t;'~d 4 rds .. , 30 ~al ammo, 1 VC flag "'!',. seYeral tunnels 
in· small hamld vicinity .opord .• 95l292. 'Destroyed tUnnels. a4cf _~:, 

• • '" • • • .- • <'. • 

0914500, Sore~nirlg9!'villag~rS in ~1'cln~:ty-,of :cp i~dioa.tes VC'le£t'a;cea. ' 
late last night. screening 01: vee picked lip' vicinitY ooord 951;04 by' eo 'if 
at 091125H with pack and rice roll, .claims he lsst sa.w Main Force VO three 
days ago; also had safe c()nductpass. 

< .. ," : '.... ',' , ' " " ", .. If., 
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091445H, Co G'searchedtunnel vioinity 954291 found business ,tracsact:i.on between. 
2 Vietnamese about a water buf£alo; sereened and released. 

. 0916l5H, Co G ..,/2, Pl ts presently deployed ~icini ty 1845·20awai ting arrival of 
. third platoon .and mortars on hill 218. .Estimate will be moving in 60· minutes. 

·d916l5H, 1 VC KIA hying to escape from Bn perimeter vicinity coord 954299 
wearing k,haki unifom, lila weapons. 

091630H, Bravo Command Group and 4.2 Mortars helilifted into Bn defensive 
perimeiler. 

091634H, (ref 091045 mag). 3 foreign rocket rds. disoovered vicinity 955407. 
Were identified as RPG-2 1964 lot w/Russian markings.· .. . .. 

09l63QH, Received report from Regt. 8-2 tha.t Vietnamese refugees indicate va 
dispensar,y located vicinity 944305. Will investigate area. 

09l715H, Co G located Platoon size guerrilla base camp w/20 Ibs r.ice~ chickenS, 
assorted clothing, cooking pots - camp destroyed. . 

091716H, 2nd Bn, 5th Marines (-)(Rein)·established in Defensive ~erimeter and 
pa.trol base coord. 950295 to 955300 to 948304 to 945300 - Co G present l.oca.tion 
coord 950290. All secure, no enemy contact a.t this tJ.,me - cumulative totals 
this period 9 VC KIA - 1 veo; 2 U31C WIAl Mad Eva.c. . 

Q9l730H, Received report from ARVN unit that they had contact wive Main Fo:tce 
heavy weapons section. VC may be coming our direction. Units alerted -r$port 
unlikely. 

091155H, Co G will establish night ambush sites vicinit.Y coord 95429~, 956292, 
947287. 

,091800H, 2nd Bn established in two defensive perimenters established as patrol 
bases and bloCking force on enecw routes of Withdrawal- will conduct aggressive 
patrols, S/D'operations in the immediate area. 

091BjOH, 2nd Bn, 5th Marines (-)(Rein) Command Groups Alpha/Bravo/CaE - H, 
4.2 mortars established in defensive perimenter • Engineers destroying numerous 
tunnels, caves, fighting holes in area" no enem) contact. Coord 950295 to 
945300 to 948304 to 945300. 

09l835H,Co G in defensive perimenter coord Vicinity 950290~ Noene~ oontact, 
all secure. 

09l640H, 1 ves picked up in perimeJter by Corimand Group security Plt. coord 
951297. ves was very cooperative during'screening and indicates he has know­
ledge of past VO a.cti.vity in this area -states last MF Wlit moved through 3/5 
days ago 100 VC in khaki uniforms· ~ helo evac to TAM ICY • 

~ .•.. '? 

, ' , 

• r)'i'C,-,-.-
. ~ 
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"_ING ~~ORIZED.J ... • ''':'' . 

" \' ,- :,,;" . ;;i . 

:. "'~9?¢oci~," iI~! .4e·f~~~~~~··;~~#~i:::~~t':~~~'Urei 'nO··.f#n~· ~9t}.~~·~ ~~.·~b~Ae •. ~ 
e,st~!:\s~~9,."on a+l. ,..,.enues ~~pproaeJt,epM~,tiM several: "~~Q;t~ae pa1;roll, 

·lJ&r4.ftO;:~~l~~~~on:it\ir.f!·s::r~gi~8}~~~d;, "811. ~OQP.~ ~ug: ~~'~(·ij~e~lI~m.~t-, 
personn~ good, m.'or~e.l1igh.: ..,,,'~ ,': .. 1,' '. . '" .', ... 

,.O,9~OlOll~ '2iatool1 p .. trol ~o ~Che~ked re;~~~d~C·~o~pite.ll.l'ea ooord944305; 
. c'ou).¢ :not' f:i:~~, ~.·e~icJitn6~ot :~,' 'retUrn~d' ·to .perl;!l\et_J':· .,' .... ...... ': .. . :' .. :" ,.',. -', -.. . '... - . 

.. " • """; ,. Iii,' ~ ,,:,... . : • '.~" • " 

·09 2'1Oqg, ' Dn . 'perimeter 'ELtl,'a;eoil:r:e, :ne·~:m.~: :contaqt,· 'P:~IJ~,tio,n$ .~~~<~~, :EI~'~ . 

092:10~Rt~.,~s~ .~ .. t~ .er&.nlCQ~~. }J.pha V18.;ru.~~~cite:··3:·lHave l'~~at'l~~{cr~ditar) 
~af)le~: ·lfg~9h :tM,iS< p6s{~C?n' j)~~re!i8rk!'t .• ~{'ar~dit~J.:W1ll :;ematn ,icr;:pr,et'.tm:t; . 
po~~1onuritil~f1r'~~ ·l~~~~.·'C\(~~~r~ .~g1s~~~d.:{alcrta;",'and,':~ttl~e~ fir.~s ~d, 
w11.1.re~i"'e, th'em9ta:loc .• t.1on;:to1llliU!7:owl1 .' .,' '" ,::' . . . . .' ;,.;. . 

092140R, Co~Gperillle:ter990rd ,$299:; rec~'ririg W:-A, probing~ t'i~; &pp~Jt"e1'dij 
,:·~t,.~~t,:5.,.n~ .. ~pt~t4;8 :J:?:~v~ ~o1i )ec~~~~ui.po~~tiQp: .. o~~rober., p,?me.ter alert. 

an~!:~upJ;l('rtirl,g :eiie'~ i~an~P'g:;pt :to,,~p~O:L"~:~ ,neea~d~ . ,:.:'< >.: ,. , 
.. ~ .~ I" .' ..... r. ..' . ", .'. ~ '. " ,.' . '.', '. '~. . :.~ ~:' .' ~.' "y 0' , • .". _ 

.;' .":' '09?300H~'Co (J pmme.te~ nports. no'.~~ther.rire._· Ali sec~ (ret.09214Oli,"spo:l: 
report). '. ,'" .. ' . 

. ' 

. " ~92-300li/2/5 . p~·rim~1;~r::·e.11S~ciir&:;,no;Eiiiezitf::·eoi1t~t'.. . ", " ';'. , ., 

: ,,0.92,oO~.~.\C~.:Q,loc'ate~ QO~d94fJ?99"2151o~'aie(L~o~rd: '950295 'to;55'~ to. 
94~304to}~45~oti~ ... '.\ ., • .», ····.·,·s' :. "".'.",;;;,::,: ," ': ... ,,' .,,': '., .':' ',t 

~ . .', 

.< lOO302H, 2nd Bn, 5.th .!\ar~l1es (.')(Re1:n)· defensive penme-ter 91:1" secure .no eneI\V 
.contact. . "'.~ ',," ': .,-- '.'_:' ~." '" .'. '. ! .'. " 

',".;"' lo06,;9iItiAii.::amP~~ :~tiitt'te;s"i~·i~~.' re~·~ried.:.~o.:pd$itj.on~;·' ,: ." 
'. ." .. ,' , .; .. ~.~.~ . ~ . . .. ~. " .. ".'. ". '" ~. . '" '<:" .. , ,,' .... ,,'~'-'" 

.;,;lOG7<lQR,:.Bn. ~~perl~hr,~~cilll·e., .. pbsitiori.s~emai.n,thesQfDe'· -: Da,y PEitrols oo~ci.ng 
.. weeps ,.~ughout'·ar~~ ;';'H~a~::groUnd> .. tog. ·:no·~n:emyoonte:ct' • .e'",. " ~«. ,:' 

. ) I ' " '" .. ' ,. -.... ." .. -
: . , . 

1.009.45H~ . ~~~ ~p8:t;;o,fC.~9; .. 94Q?~~.#9ug~;bO~bytrf1.11wi~h 4: yeilow"riJis~ d~oobytra~ 
waa.tound sha.ped:pl1t~erfly·bOIlib· .··~est~yed~'place." I .. : . .';~.:'~.: " .... r 

lOlOOOH,. 'Arl~ther~bo~bitf~' diso~:tS~d:sl!me::e.r~at~· sSl$':~e.·· 'Dostt'o!ed •. 
" _,):.:~ ,.'t ... ,"'" '.".-\;-'.:~~". / .. -:.~:> ~':" " " .•• ~.~;~; ,:"-.,' .. O{'" ,~' \,:', •••• " .... ,~~ .... ':' , 

.;;194000R .• (C~~.tor) REI~.onm.'~~yed. thi.s:CP.,. '''\: ':", pC;.''' :~ :.'.! .";'" . 

lOlOOur.,· ~dPl ~ .. ~c, E '8We8Pi~' ~l··~~ ~729M'~lr~S .. ~~d.9.wil8. nQ 
en •. ,,,c<m:ta,?t- :~~llo.,:iA#~>~Yi9AI;L:'how:Jc haVe : Pas sed into'the7~' hiii Jl1aSs 
wi ~ :,th~ P8:f3t::.t6W.";~~~: ":~~8on~; 't;¥#l ~ ¥iaf~~~ed{.heio/Y· use", . wp.~,.:poptinue 
to' patrol -and seelc enemy: dOrit~t~ a:lCingt~~:q.~:· :to~~~~t!':· . < ." .• ~" .' 

,Iloi015If,;rd,1).:t c<'E·.sweepihg.Ri_v~:J~ea '~d n'ol~a~8;~~oOl:d<9553io .. ~·.~o~, '.' 
towaM.Ml~~ l09,; :will:.searQA.:vi,1l~in':v~U1ty. ,oo·c>rd~. 959}lO. Case Echo 6 WitJ.l 
3i-<lPlt. . "".', :' ""~,' '.", """'"'''':'';:~!''' :.r>· ". "::'" .•.. , -:: .". "" .... ' . 

lbla3c>~,~':';~~: ·;~trS~. 'q~"G :.~q9*~;:,:a,4$:29~' :#:~6v~red " .• '. scale. 
o ~o ,90,};.'aha; .. ~.e'fl~~.~"tF·'12",·;des~!.ed"i:n>:.·'.· . , 

. '1) 
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.. , ... ""'., ...• ~ . . ~ ~ .~ 
: . .1. , 

; . 
.... " , ... ~,' 

l~; 3rdPlt' Co E scarQhiM vi.nage ftea~ hill W:95"~; blo~.ne. se~a1 
l:~rge tunnel, complexes. ~ve fO,urid, What tpey considerai'X l~plY for about 

(.'one Plt. :cons1fl~'j.ng.··ofcondenaedm:ilk. sUgar; :soap~ .etc. ~NOd~~ contaQt, 
but can hear l1I1~ine gun tire i~.AWN area •. Co1'li;.inuing to search area";, 
another tunnel reVealed Beyera! cans of gas - destroyed. :,/ ... :j,: :,~-,':' ~~.'.~,', 

. . . '-, ;:'~~'.:y':'::(~: ~ .. i.,~~~ !\'," , ~ ,~, .... ,~';~, • ~~ 
lOl046R, p+t :ratro:l Co G :at 91D.28Itound ~ cave$~',Q.9.~ pold1'i' • .,d12 per..;',' 
Bonnell f'ellMng items ·t&UDd. 1 p'a1rboots,.t~:~{V(r2o.~'II!;·l'ds.,:6S gal . 
cttnta1nl!Jl'5.o('P1~,.l.~tgun, caves bave beenll;;~~. Sample of r,~,.~nd.. ' 
shotgun ~dll be tonfcU,"<ted W Oass~, ., flf.,'\' " . 

10ll1OH, "CO H Plt'patrcl "at 9~8S .. ~ba""~ ~$ ~C. w/vime.a~~ SOO;JIl~~S' 
a~·!ay, V1d.~it:f 936262. epened t~ w/M-6();!>,c;lNr~_~'VCreturft'ect'S rels S/! 
andt'led, earl')'ing 1 VC .. Lost cOntac1;. , 1 VCKIA (Pr'ob).', " ' ','. 

. ',.', ",' ... -

. ~OJ.l300iCo E all units enrouteb?- Hill 100. :' 
': ,! . 

lOUJal, lst Plt Co· H at coord. 9l42a!. spotted eneQ. at cool'fi~','.362B2. 'daUed 
4.2 1IIOrtar mission on Ii VC v/out tJpnS (retl10lll0 spot report) pc;ss1"lr"', . 
. tr:n~ to. escap~ an:t hide 1IPna.. 26 rde.:-h.2 mortar tired on VC 1d..tb.) gO$'d,.lr .. ' 
coverage. Estimate 4 VO IIA. ~. " ,." . ,. " , 

• ~~:.~~:, • I ,: • " '('", ~",. 

10l320H. !tet conference with Dlsloclge :3 have ~~er.ed p~Po$ili. 'ho~:>'~' 
Company l4n be ready to 11ft at 16J) tbla date. ,. '. ') ';, ' 

. , ' " , .', .' .' \" \'. " 

lClL42bH. all. u1d.ta bave returned to Bn. per1meter. 110' eaamt contact.· "Cu.-
ulat1ve total, '4 VC KIA, 1 va KIA (prob:1ble) no USMO oasu:alt.1esr _ .• ': ,'; ',' 

.' 

lQlSSOH~ ,Co G ready lor ¢raction. Bainstozm moving 'in. 
. . . . .' - . 

10l626H, Co G has be_ extracted :r.rom ~terto TUi n. Heavy. 'e~ 
activit1ea nported ltortboe~ 9.t us, 1d.U keep t1ght perlmeter. :,:':: .,' 

, 1l0S00H,Dn perlllleter secure, no contact. 
• " •• 'j 

l1~H. 2nd sft'StBdftg br £oraxtracttOD arid return to ts.f TAM KY. 

~. e.actiZ"eOt&!S ~t :cmi.ta 2/S Bravo ec..md UPDun.. 
comr.encectextraottoJi ~. detensive perimeter QAOr..,y, 

1!4 
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~ 

mQ&iSTI,' ·Extraction going: as',planned, ." IlC? ~nemy ~ntact • 

. llllJOH, One Platoon remaining in LZ 'Will . be extraoted next' jo mitis •. 
~ , '. . '" , '.' . 

~ . ' 

nl2OO~ All. units 2ndBn~$th Marines (.) (Rein)extrackd and ret~ned' 
to TAM KY - terminatin~ this phase of operation. . , 

ul7QQH, CoE assigned security tor 2/ll Arty p~sition'cOo~d.226320. ' . 
Departed TAM lIT w/3rd Plt. Co H as convoY' security. Arrived dest;lnatton. " 
ln7~~ . '. 7' 

1ll8OoR" 3rd n t eo: H . convoy seCurity re~urned; to TAM KY. 
11l.8,:J>H, Co 'E reports perimeter, secure. ." 

, ,". ~'. .' .':;'" :,:': '\ . '. . 

li2000H, 2nd'BD,' $th l-tari~s 'asSigned' re~erv~ :~a'ttaiion, and securitY-for 
U3A TAN.xI establishing perimeter defense - dlie to present>locatton, and· .... 
diSposition ot fOrces a's:weUasterrain, preve~t, tight, perimeterJ~tinfts' 
estal>lished, at likely ,avenues otapproach.,' ~" " ,' .. ' : ' 

112400H~ Perimeter secure~ ~. enemi contact reported. . Co E perimeter"Coord. 
226320J seCure. '. ..'.. .' . . . ~.' " ..' \ .' , 

'.. .'.' ,. . 

l202lSH; Bn~perimet.er' and' heii~'ter 'fuel ar~a i~cated '288232 started ',.to 
receive 8 to 12 rds 8l.Iam mortar, unk n\ll1ltJer ot' S7RR ti~ and approx2Q>·rds. 
S/A tire. Estimate enemy tire came trem the North •. Initial. estimated. 
casualties,.3 USMC .KIA~ Co H -'22 USMC wtA Co H,,) US14C WIA,Co,G. ' 

120220H, an: reactionforee of 2 n ts w/tanks' extended pe~ter;'and' 
returned fire' - erietlw wtthdrtm', no'tu.rthar.conta.ct.-,,,. 

'. . 
. . 

120600H, Pa~ls from ~ G and: qo,:H.w1th tanks ,commenced.~ of area- to 
, North or TAMKY in search, ·of enemy forces'.· .' '.' • '. '. . " .... . 

• • '> ~ .' '. • , 

~35H, CO'.,G s~d't~rkirig ~/tanks Coord. ':2:662])" p1ckcdtip.6 ,Viet.nall\~seOut-
side perimeter for questioning. Forwarded to rrI' ... 6 VOl. '.' 

l208OOH, Co G whileoDsWeEjpNorth ~rd' the Co,tm ~G .l'PT !tiv~r Yi,ci:n1 ty 
. coord 219247, picked up ~ live 5)", rdsand 1 casines, '~l bring 'in after 

'coIlJ>letton··otsWeep.' .' . . J ' "": .. ' 
l;' 

12<laCX)H, Co E patrol 'ciisc;overedpOSit10rtof ;2 'tiiortnr·'b'is~t·pl:i''t;;es. ~xp'~nded, 
14-1, carb:i.ne'4$caiCasingS;·e~t1lllatE!:thiSsite of,1202lSH ,mortar'attaCk on 
TAM KY. ' ..... , ' . - ," • , 

.. , 

Ji209¥»l~ Co I1patrols"~ing NOrth ot ~ ICY'vicinity 2602l.1l.-piclced UP.3 
,VCS. One' attempted to run 'bUt 'tlaS restrained by old \-1oman, IIlaY haveintor-

mation on motrtar' attack. " . , ,"" .. . 

12(9))H, Co B patrol s~.ed and checked large group of Viemame'se vicinity 
21$2.31. ~e of tru: grol~ ., not1dentitied by school ·teacberin ~rea. 'VCS 
brought i~' fir quest10ni • )VCS.. , 

" ." ~ , . . ~-. ",' ," . , ,~ :, . 

_,"~~;' '_>""':~"M_H:"; ':. : 15 
. . ! 

~, . 
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~2104SH, Co G, patrol at "243292 appreheilded 6 Y1etn~ese ~tOI-:qUestiQn:1ng'J' tour 
reJ.eased •. 2 hel:d/ as VC§. . " '. ' . 

,~ . ~ ~ ". ~ . . . . .. .' r 

t2i200H, ~sualt1es report; results ot 1202l$H mo. attack~ 
Oo'H .. )"XD . , ' '. ..' 

.• 28v.rA ., .. ;; . . . 
(r .• 

~':G':'~ ~ l~~a~,a t'osult of attack 

ll'.eS 'Co . - s 'm' '. : ..... , .. 

l2U>OH, Co Hand G ~trol returned to 'RG1'imeter TAM KY. 
'. .' -. ":-'.: .', , .: '.", ~" ',- " . 

\ 

12lS30H, Co E retumed in TAM KY. . . . 

. $~!+t ~~~ ~~t ~~ck Co E B1~ouae posi M.en ap~rox SO mete~ trcln 
21$ Of . area '~rp '29023~. "2 USNC'··lcilled by 11ghtn1n~, 7 1nj\lJ\'ed.. ,")' 

~. ' .... . . ~ :.. . . ' .. 

~800H; 2n~:r'Bn, ·~th·~lariries,{~)(Reinj'rcnoum1.~t103c~::''{·.(l,~Sl.;sic~~ • 
• #. __ 0'·,,·, ", ........ " .......... ~... ".r· ~ •. '" 

.. :. ,1~~j;l;~ . .I'eml. .. ~e~ .. se~, no enell\1contact. 

lJ06QOH, '2nd Bn, ~th Marines (-)(~inj~~~~'~' fo~ hel1cOp_iD~er~ioft 
~ :a.6;322r~,sweep itt an ~ ,direction ,tow~CI Route 1. ,. Mission to 
.,se~Ch,·9~t ~~ destroy enenry£orcesf"dUnd ir'r·tbe:oper3tional ar~a.·, ., 

." , ~. .", .. '. :.':" '" ....' .' , . ,. '\ .. - . 

J.Jo6bOI~-: ~~ 6 Airborne ,.., .....~. .... ,.,;:,..'., '. ..' . ,'., " 

l~$H",F1rat.,units 'Co E in~LZ 16329). No ~1lelIIY' co~tact ,. LZ secure. 
, • 1 , • • ~',:. ., ,,", ," • •.•• " 

130730H, An units 2/15 into' LZ.:.COJrmencirig sweep or~~j;ctive;c'area~." .. ' . 

lJ0816H. ,Co' G,lqc~ted; 2, .. ~~XP1CJ~ed'~O lbfs~:~bS ~r~~'170280 .\mable to 
destroy;area ~~ed. '"., , ' ..... ,,,. ',. . .' ." , . " .... ,. ..• ' ' ... , . 

. 1309:J)f{, .F~rWa~ elements '~t~'s" to ~ee~~" ~' stritc~s: being run on all 
~spected enemy ,pOs~tiQns.' Main elements 1bcat6d coord'lTf2,79., .' . 

131000H, .~ s~ on target lo~t.\')d; ~Ord~190210 .;epa~·,to; ~ 
.~er. ' 

. 1310l.S!'t Bn ~,~:~~ 166~4'Ob~~d:~U~ding w1th·.:,dgnrea~~ nN~ti~nal 
Front Liberation SVN". VUlage:rs in aroo say VC uae buUd1ngl"egular1y; do 

;' notkn~1 fel'. what purpOSe.- ' . .. -
'.~ ••• ~ ~., .:." • '.,.. <' '," ". ' • ~>. ~ . ' ..... : . ',:, .. .' '-"' ,'. "~r., .... 

'131020I1. . Co H 2nd PJ.~. ~cini ty coord ,17 )282 ;.tpund· cave :~44; M-.26, harld '. 
3l'enades ill it. Des~ cave w/derrD, 1, USlttC.~A' hit byl~rge secoradary 

",:' .,explosion. '.:1 JatC. WIA. ',,' " . 
'> - • ,.... ",:" -,:."'" : ~"-. 

',: ." 

, c 
·c'.,. 

. ''tIII/I 

't 
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··1I'!!l1Rl !ORIZEll • 
'13103QH, Co' G uncOvered 4(Xi'lba rioe'at CQ"ord179273, will brtna ba.ok ssple 

and,dQ$tr.a.r the res;. . 
'. ~ . 

" , " >'., " . . 
1.~11100!h Villagers (vicinity coOrd 17928Vsaid 100 VC in bl~e un:U'orms end 
8.rmed· w/riJ:les' paSsedthrougb area, ten da,ys ego. VCweremoving SWa rated F-3. 

131320H, Pres(!nt location:coord 18;295, esta.blished in hasty defense, waiting 
for completion of :sWeep bY' CoH of coord ,,191297. Upon oompletion at 'sweep 
will movEv:i,nto, area a.nds~t up oombat base, and conduct SiD patrols. Back­
tracldilg along axis of morning' s advance as well as sweeping other areas· ... ', .' . . . . . . 

1,14300, eo G 184286 picked up ves man iden~if1ed by RF'e, had epen~ indoc­
trination time in mountains. Man idelitified two VO supporters in hie hamlet 
(ooordsame), .sa1dtwentyVC,came,tm:ou.ghhSlillet l~~ 880 frqm. AN XA TAY 
(179289) weapons unk. Will send man to T.~.W ICY'and search for individuals. . . . . ,. . 

131500H, 13n perimeter' established,vic'initi coord 191297 • 
. , '. , ~. . "'. ' 

131700H, Patrol Co H and S-2 searohed areQi coord 175293. Area trenched and 
:t~eled, appears,not,.tol.ha.ve been u.s.edrecently ~ AU, artilleix,- and bomb 
coverage off9rtifioations. ' ' ,"' , ',c,..,' ,'. ' ~' . 

, . ~ .' ,- , ' . " , ~ . 

1;1aOOH, 2/5 deferuii~e perimet'er e~t~lished1$H297 ~"H&:j: fires,'being regia. 
tered, positions dug in and preparing pa.trol' and ambush sitee - no enem,y cor;.;..· 
tact, all .. secur~. . 

1;2100H, ,perimeter al~~t and. secure; night pmbushes being set in, no enemy contact." . .". ," ": "'., - ' ',", 

132240H, re~eived int~lligence report from Di$lodie 2:' - Hea.vy contact between 
ARVN units and en_regt this afternoon and early evening north ot our pre­
sentpos:Ltion. EneDtY, force identified. as 21st~ located'grid squ.a.rea 1236; 
1233, 1433. Alert to possible i¢'iltration cf' battle area. southwest, passing 
close to our position .,. AR~es,timated. 300-400 VC KiA by Air anl:l ~ty~ . 

• , • • .; • • , '" -. .: • • ',' '. • :: # 

. 1 ::~2300Ht A.).l' '8moushes in '" posi tioll, p'~iIqeter alert· and 'seoure, no eneIl\Y ,oontact, 
pqsi tions, r~n the same." ", :' " . . . . .. . 

140~OOH,; Situation. ~emains the same ~ Pedmeterseol.U'e, no ene~ oont~t. ", . . . ,.'t. .' 

140600H, 'Situation .r~ai,n,s$ame, no eneJIl.V' conta.c~. 

140700H, 2nd 'Bn, 5.th Marines a.s di,rected s,t~d?-ng. by for~xtra.otion ~di.n~ 
sertion int.o new, operation ~ea. .' , 

140930H. Co H heliliftedinto LZ166306 .• 

140945H~ CO H o~rd 1'66301receivi'~A/w f;ire from: ',northern. edge LZ. Air' 
strike now being conducted. on en~ posi tiona. EhellWfire reoeding. 

:, 141aoOH, Co H ooo~d 16',3b2Marinest~p~d on p~ji stake-punotured ,foot; w;l.ll 
be MedJiNe.c. ,1 USMC. -WIA. " , .,.'., . . " ' . 

. ,' 

14103QH, 2/5 OP loca.tf!d vioinity coord',66}05. Sporadio s/ A-A/W fire on edge. 
, .". 17 ~ODUlIED HANDLING ~lU'IIHORrZED 
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. "' , It 
~~NG AUTR>UZED • 

';6r 'LZ~' Airstl'ikes ,being run enemy position _'!" 'c1,¢ng, al"ea now. " 

t41030H~ Re{X>rl re.~e1ved indieatin« ))0 peo'ple moving ~ coord~' '165318 'bY':;' 
lttONDlKE Aircraft. '75 of this number,. able ,b~d1e~~~es ,had weaponsb~t l4d 

.' ,them: while RWNDIKE :,fiew ',overhead .. ,0\1 t o~ our",:i.plme~ate area, 6r o~'ratio~ 
aircraft,! 'Will keep under observation. ' """ . 

," , , 

.:.' . ~ ... r:r~" : . . .'.:'... ..::...:: ... ,,' ..... . .. ' " '. '. " ., . .,'. ~ : _ . ..... 
, 1410.5GH~"RepOrt ~re'eeived from "Regt. HQ,:indieates 2 b.,.nk~rs w/vc loca~Q at 

163314 .. Occupied trench .between ,164305- 165301 - mal1Y' armed VO lo~ated in 
vill:age ofPHtJ L9m, 170)03 ~Co H n~, s:wee,pingarea of, repo~~d VC b~~rs . 
and trenoh line sight.ing~ will clear area ~ Co G standing by to sweep v1l-,. 
la.ge of 'HIU ,LONG. 81mm '!JlOrtar 'preparato)., tires" now. being Qonducted, on village. 

" ~ '. " .. ' ~ ", . 
. "',.:. .:. .:' .. ." ", .' - •• .:. _., ~ " .' '. '.' . .' ,n, ' ' '' ,; 

141iOOH, 'Co H loc~ted 164)06aJldclearlng assigned TAOR,,- Co E locate~.l'1Q3.08 
w/one platoon sweeping hill, 34 coord 1753~4: :-'Co G, loc~ted 168308 w/2 PI.,atoons 
cOlTlnleneing sweep of village PHU LONG w/81mm mortar support. Two large sec­
ondary explOSions o'bse~v~d in, -nllage' 169304~ Im. tial ,estimate enell\'r,.cas­
ualties from Air Strike and 811'111l mortar fire~6'vc KIA"(prOb),l1 WIA'(prob); 
1· USMC 'WIA(punji stake).:., :' " ',,,' ",., . "," 

;~.'~.. • • ~'",..., •• < - , ,< • ~.,' •• ".:' • _.' .' • - • • I. • • ,', •• 

l4~200H Co G questioned old 'man in village 165305~ IndicateCl 800 VCs move~ 
through area two days ago; moving don~ at night.' Hard Core' speaking North 

r Vietnamese dialeet, Blue unifoms ~~Q~owing weapoll!J:" 4-~~ ~rta~s" 60 
.,. ,& 81:mm mrtars, 22 to 25 machin~r.:gua~ , . 

14131.5H Carman:! Group new MO'I1ing to establish Combat base at 1m1).· 

i4131§H CoE reports' 2 heat c~sualties f~Qft"bad wat~;~li Ked EVac. . ' ' 

: .. , 

,,1M!IOOH, .F.J.t Co, G diSCQvered cave and t.umel network 30"teet below surface • 
. ?09 ~~ters.in length - Medical SUpplies an:! v:arious' type~. of shell casings'': 
upab+~ 1;.9' check out tbOl'Oughly, due:, to taetieal,~tuai~ori. 'Ret)Jming with arti-
cles found. . , .. ,', -,", , " 

• ... •• j • 

l"'l445H;(Rer~ 141100meg) Esti~te ofVC casiJalties is 6 vi: KIA (prob). 11:VC 
,.,' 'WIA( prob). from M.,r a,trike con~ctect vioinity ) .. 7. 16630'7 against.enemy po.siti.ons 

firing S/A &: Alw fire vieii1ity coOt,ds 1.58,07, 16))05 •. 16530); and mort,~r fir.e 
on vil1~ge' PHU tom 168:303 where several seconda1y' explo'sions were observed. 

141453H,' 2/5 CP establlshed in' ~r1meter detmse ~; C~bat' base '1 ?:ri1)~ Co G .: 
CP 1'7130'7 With outpOstcover1ng Village PHU LOm 170;04 - at 173302 ru,td 175»1. 
Co H CP,per1llleter ~5?))3 CO E cP'176-314.'m enemr c!oritact.,,' " 

'i41520H, 'cO H rep:)rt.s' Air o1;>server' ha~, target .. ,eari.irt~:~r ' strike' - . ordnance 
droJ:ped 2,rna.rk 79, Nalpalm •.. 8 250 lbs bootbs, snake eyes,' and 2011111 - results 
unk - coor,d vicinity 15730). .... ' .:.' ~ ~.'~' .:' 

14~'715H Co G. repor~ ,1~.p,s~ible Malaria c~se, :temp 104; ~:U Med Ey~c 
coord ~c1n1ty 171,307. .'. ',"', ' ..' " , " ' .., , ',:' 

;' .. 
, 141800H,F1:reteam. sec/ratrol Co G 'while, getting ~t~.r from wen vicini:t'-y167307~. 
tnvest..1.«atea. houseataboye coOrd,toUriQ,tuhriel under hOUse Wit114 VCS' (re~e). 
'PF rersomel. state they ar.e VC, will bring toCass. CP'!or screming and 
detention. until evacuated. , .. 

"' , , ' . :i, " is '.CONFIDENTIAL"" 
'r. • . MODIFIED HANDLIN} AUTHORIZ~ 
" 
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141830H, Hdqs personnel and engineers at 166808 to 161306 destroyed se\ren one 
. man ~rs. 

141'~H. : (Ref.' 141430H Spot'Report) Cave aridtu~el network 30ft •. below 
surface 200 meters long - .at 141~OH Cass 2 .w/eni?-neersChecked tu.nne~ -
engineers estimated it l>X)uldtake 500 lbs. demO to, destroy. 

,#. ' '. . 

141950S. Sqd a:m.b/Co H enroute to ambush .. site' 159298 received 15 rds tracer 
tire fram unk number VC Vicinity 160297. Patrol returned fire - contipuing 
tnission~ B1mm mortars fi~g on enemy area, all unit~ alerted.' 

142200H, Positions secure, perimeter alert, H&! fires registered, no enemy 
contact, at this time. Ambushes bei~g established. ,. 

142235H, Sqd Amb/2nd Plt ,Co G 169305 reports VC:'crossed iri front of ambush ai te 
as it was being set in - ·Ambush opened fire w/grenades and A/W fire, VC hit. 
Ambush moved forward to check body. 1, VC .KIA w/o ~apOn •. 'While searching 
bo~ al1lbuSh was f;red upon w/onegrenade and S/A fire - Anlb~sh ret~ed fire 
w/M-?9 and S/A fire. VCbroke contact and withdrew. Ambush returned to 
frien~ position. 1 VC,KIA n~ USMC casualtie~ ~ no further contact. 

142400H, Perimeters seCUre - Ambushes set in - position remains the same; 
No enemy contact. , ' 

,. ". 

150JOOH! Ferimeters secure. No enemy Contact.· 

150600H, positic;n rema.inthe same -. perimeters s~cure, no enemy contact. 

lS0900H, 2nd Bn"jttl M~"H.hes (-)(R~in) standing ('by to be extracted and re-
turned to rr:AM KY. '. , 

150912H, Helicopters received approx 5rcls s/A fire from SWdirection ~sti .. 
mate vicinity 169297 as they were going into tz 162302 to pick up Co H. Air 
strike ~ow being directed 'on target area. ' 

150930H, CO H extracted to TAM KY. 

1509~)H! Cass Six extracted to Hill 69. 
.. 

151000H~ Command Group extracted to TAM KY. 

1511))JH, All units extrMt-ed fmmoper.ati';;nal"ar~a,now'at TAM KY~ Standing 
by for ~elilift to Hill 69 CHU LA! area coord. 4920n .. 

i·"1510}5H,..,Firs,t elements Comnand Group eXtracted "from: TAM KY. 
~ :!',' . ::··.·~i:: " -- . . , .. 

151055H,: Co~~:~; Group arrive Hill 69~' 
i;. ~ •. ~. 

151LooH, All units 2nd Bn, 5th Marines t-) (Rein) returned to Hill 69 termi­
nllting this pha.se of opera.tion OJLORADO. 

. , . . 

1515,OOH,.lli uni ts2hd :ii, 5th Ma.rines (-) (Rein) . parttcipating in operation 
l'I'lUStered.. all personnel accounted fo~. 
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1315.50H ~ 00 at: .coo~d, 160289 found ·nJ'Olt,. 1 ion of rice~' ~terpreters-in-
dic'~ted it was VC supply - .Rice Wlsaestroyed. " .. , . : . " 

~." . .".. . ~,' 

FrO'll1 15 Au~st 1966 to '22' August 1966 '2nd Battali"n, 5th Marines (~)(Rein): 
remained in .• standby ~tatus until termination of Ot:erat1on OOLORrJX> on 22 
AUgust 1966.,. ..',,'. " :.",' , 

. ..' .... : 

, .. -~-
tt. RESULTS 

: 

. (1) Personnel 
.~'. :' 

(8.) vc KIA 
(b) VC KIA (probable), 
,(~) VC KBA 

.. (d) : VC WIA 
. (e) , Vc WIA (pi-obable) 
(r,) vee ... 
'(g) VCS 

(2) Equipment Captured 

.. (a) U.S. Carbine M-l . 
U.S •.. ShOtgUns 12 Gaage .. 

t 
2 , iI . 

. I '. :...., .N,.. , '. .' : ... 
(b) Approx. 1. ton rice destroyed;'ti~. ,., 'lbs .~t.~1 

medical k1 t, picked up 2 57 lI'IIlI<R rds, 3 RFG rock-e' rds' '. 
c (Russian). . 

... -_._ ..•.. -.. 
b. 'Friendly ._ ........ _ .... 

(1) , Personnel 

(a) KIA 
(b) ,KIA. (by lightning) 
(0) row 
(d) WIA 
(e) . WIA" ~bY lightning) . 
(r) Heat ~ury (non Ba\tle) - ..... ~ .. 

(2) U.S. ~UIPMENT 

(a) None 

,'" ~'. 2.0 

.. ) .,' .. ,·.1 ,-. 
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12. ADMINISTRATIVE MA'l'TERS. The administrative pla.n, was artequate in all 

, ~espe~ts. , ',' , 
... - ~.-....-.... ".- '---c= 

a:. Comll'lUr\1cat1ons," 
-- ... ,_ ........... ,.-

(1)' OperatiC'lris." 

(a) eammunications during Operation QOLORADO varies, from one 
'extreme to 'the other~ On the first day of: the operation there llaS n~gative 

.," eonmunications 'between Batt~li()n and Regiment for' a number of hoursdur1rig 
'the day a.ridfor afevi' hours in the~vening. ,The'main pro.bl~m ,on this, first 

phase' of the, operatinn was distance. The PRc...25, while providing excellent 
eormnunicati0ns 'with the' Battalion, was unable to transmit out of' the valleys 
and acros:s the 'hill mass to, A. base camp :some 25 miles away. Relay stations 
are absoluteiy essential' ,when distance is involved. These were subsequently 
provided for. 

, (b) In J*lase two of the operation~" rel'aj'statioiis we~' set up at 
, , QUE OON' :m~ LOC' OON~by, personnel of' the Battalion Comma section. ,Wh~le at 
, these hRVN .. outposts, , the relay stations served ,both the Battaliot:l and ,s,ome Re-

'. con units. It Was found in this phase 'that, "even though effective relay was 
in, that more than one 'Regimental Tao 'n~t. was necessarywtth three' Batta;Uons 
simultaneously submitting sp:ltreports at)d situation re~rts. , ConsequentJ.y 
a· separate Regimental Tao net via a. 2/5 r,,?lay atLOC SON was set 'Up ,with ,the 
Battalion late on the first night of phase two of ,.the operation. HenoEliorth 
two Regimental Tao nets ~ll be operated on Operatiotj~ of this size., 

(c) ~ }:base three of the operation,' oommunicationS was, good~ 
Any problems Which arose were easily taken care of, 9nce identified as a pro­
blem. 

,. ~.. , 

(2) Eguignent 

, (a), There was'v~ry ,little equip!ient failure. Two' of the PRC 41 
UN.F radios had to be evacuated but ,wereretumed and available t.r use when 
required •. A third 'PRC.41 was sent to the LSAvia the BST team ar)d has yet to 
be retumed,-to·.the Battalion. ' ,,' " . . 

. ' ",:. (b)' The PRC-25 Proved t<? bean exc~l1ent radio; 'it does h~ve two 
weak pOints. One, it -cannot be carried by the· antenna,b~seforthe base will 
break; ,the radio'has carrying handles. ' The handset'is ver,y susceptible to 
water;, it'Jll\ls,t be kept dry for maximum' cOIl!l1unications., ',', '. ' 

. ' (a) The, 9omm.unicatio.nsPlatoon Performed. their mi:ssion:commertd-
. ably •. There were a minmnum numher, of'. non-battle casualties.Three,men'. 
&e~ Sick with Vietnamese' FLU after phase, two Qf the operatil)n 'were e;ac-uated. .. . ., , ,f . , 

; , .' :. . . " :.:- .. ~.:., -

(b) TwO men were superficiallYWourld~'d; one"by !)arbed wire, the 
other was burned When a plece of shrapnel landed on his shoulder but did not 
penetrate his skin .. ·: , ' ": " '. ' , ... 

... :. ,. 2t ' 
ruUWl.I.U'IU A.UTHORIZED 
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(4) Message Procedure' 

(a) Message traffic was often addressed from a staff officer 
at Battalion to a staff officer or sectir:ln at Regiment and vice versa. This 
is to be. avoided if possible. Commands send to commands. If particular 
attenti("ltl is required by an individual it should be indicated or implied in 
~~~ . 

. ~ ------------ .. 
b. Medical Evaluation. Cooperati0 n from ItShock and Resusci tatif"ln team" 

trom 1st Medical B,attalion was very satisf::\ctory. Only complaint. ttia't·"C!IlOlIII 
of 'the less severe patient's' sent for sick call with minor illnesses were eva~­
uated back to medical Battalion instead 'of being returned to th~ BAS (M1~ta:' -
or Heat Casualties). If at~. all J)'ssible, minor casualties should be evacuat-' 
ed to Battalion Aid station, for further evacuation if necessary, so that a. 
patient is evacuateqno further to the rear than necessary. 

-.. -" ... ~------.~-~-
13. SPECIAL EgtJIPMENT AND TECHNIQUES 

a. OOLORADO was the first Battali~n Sized operatbnof this cODlTland in 
which an Airborne CP was initiated, utUizing the Command Radio net with " 
each operating unit on the grcund. This TN9.Y a member of the Command'Group , 
attaehed to each nhit was in direct communication with the Batta1i~n Co~ 
marrler fiying over the q'perati :nal area, gl'ring move direct control and 
fimbinty to the Battalion Ccmmander in exploiting any sizable eremy con­
tact. This procedure also relieved the Battalion Commander from being tied 
down to one 19cation relying. on radio communication spot/situation reports, 
which were sent over the Battalion Tac net to the ground-located Battalion 
Co"f!ll'latrl Group.repl"esentat1ve. ' 

Operation COLORADO was a thorough test of 10~sticB, personnel, eqUipment, 
'eornmunicati()ns, and coordin~.tion of available supporting anus to a unit re­
mote~ located in a combat situation. Repeat~dLy, this Battalion or one of its 
elements was helilifted into an objective area isolated froM any physical 
support other than flir and/or its own weapons. In addition, weather fre­
quently cut off air supt:lort, mking the unit completel,y independent of as­
sistp~e from friendly forces; and the Battalion was too often unable to com­
municate extGrna1~y except 'by means of sJ)'radic hiroorne radio relay. All 
assigned, missions; however t were accomplisher. expeditiously and enthusiasticalo:-
1y by the Corrmand. Reacti()n to contingencies was executed rapidly and .. _ 
smoothly, although major contact with large forces of the en~ was never mac;1e. 

Logistical support from the LSA at TAM KY was effective t and the "break"". 
a.t TAM KY for the Battalion between operatirmal~ phases was a welcome respite. 

Air suwort was generally superb. Both fixed wing and helicopter pilots 
, and cre~s new evacuation, emergency resuwly and support missions during ad­
verse we.ather and P'Jrlods of darkness considered normally "jJnpossible" con­
ditions. Ground a.nd. Air u¢ts maintained extremely close liaison because 
plarming and excutinn ·of o~ra.tiol1S under these condi. tions made such coordina­
tion imperative for $OCC~S of the mission. 

.. '~ .' '!P~ .t; 

Z2 

~NDLING AUTHORIZED 

DECLASSIFIED 

. , 



DECLASSIFIED 
. . ..,..... .• 

"~G LRIZ.ID 

Artillery- ~upport was available to the Battali0n only during the last ... 
operatil"lnal phase~ The exeeptir'ln.to this was. the direct ~upport ?f two 4~2. 
inch mortar plat60n!5 helilifted t-0 the B~ttall.'='.n Combat Base Or) two oecasl.oQS 
wh~e the mission 'Was a relatively statieone. In these instances, the mor­
tars' were welcomed i~nd ut111zedto the maximum possible extent in both ilhlm-
1natinn and destrUc~1ve fire roles. '. . ..' 

In all phases, battali(melements cori~ucted aggressive pg.trol and assault 
actiVities under trt:ng condi tiel'ls of weath~rt lack of supporting arms, poor 
eomm~cati()ns~ and independent ~peration.The Battalion's performance was 
imooecable and eonmendatory.· . . '. ." 
. . llthoQgh Civil Ilffairs programs per se were not emphasized' in the rEmote. . 
and hostile"!' oriented villages, 697 Vietnamese qiVilians; men, women' and .. _ 
children of all ages; were evacuated as refugees from one area at their r~uest. 
They streamed into the Bo.ttaJ,ion Combat Ba~e from miles a.way on the day the 
Battalion waS to be airlifted from the obje~tive! T:p.ey carried with them their 
meager belongings, pleading. for. ~vacuatiQn at}d requesting that the Marines 
bum their homes a.+ld kill their livestock ~9 that the Viet Gong wnuld not use them to their own adv~tage.The refugeesw¢re evacuated to a screening and 
relocqti~n capter in TAM KY tp h.egin new l1ve~ under prog:r:amsof the Govern-
lIlei)t of South Vietnam. '., . i. .' . 

'. . 15~iEooMMENi)ATIONS.; Several recommendations result from OOLORAOO. Cond1-
". ,tions seldom~ if eVer, experienced previous1.yby this Command, necessitate 

'o~seryati.(mswhich should assistplaming ,of fu:tur~ similar ~stion~~ . 
;. I" . 

' .. ~.~ Plans tor airborne radio rEi'lay should include continual "on station" 
airer~t when infantry untts oJ:Cra,te remote~;Y fr,om control echelons. 

b. Initial infantry units he+ilift¢ into an isolated area should examine 
mortar requir~entsw1th avie't1Ti:;o .takingminimum number of tubes\+hile all 
mortar personn~l carry HE and 'Wt'. ~unds, Remaining mortars may be placed "on. 
eall". along with illuminationro.u,nds for rrl:.ght m~ss~on~. 

:t ; f' .' ~ 
.. -I~ 

; , c. The' Battalion Oommand G~oup should be reduced to a minimal size eon­
sistent'with essential,activities ouTing an active situation. It should; 
however. include a sufficient security elem.ent ,to Preclude the need for the 
Group's . satelli ting on a \.m~neuvering company for security" ' . .. ,'" ," ., . 

y. ''" ..'" , ' ,I,' 

d~ 'i COt1llk'1nd eiements 5tag~ a~ the .LSA to supp:irt ,?perating force. sfloUld 
h1.ve the capability to provide ~tter suwlementaryfOQd to those forces, both 
in the field and a.t the tSA betw~n, operati"nel pm~es. " 

e. Because of une~ctedly i1ght'enenW ~o~taet, it must be assumed that 
information leaks were p~valent.or tt,iat the· ... MQvementof supPOrting and 
cOlll'O.arxi elements to TAM Kr were aqeurate, foreca:stJ to our intentions. Great­
er eOllllland aUentionmust be given to planning sequrity; and 'certainly serious 
eonsiderati~nshould be given to more covert m~vement to forward areas _ 
perhaps after the initia~ ope~ati':mal assault hascbeen made. . 

, ' .... ,. . ", 

"~w.u.~t;;" VV.Afo~ 
WALTER moRE 

~ -~ ~';;""~;:"'f .. ::; 
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TAll! .OOMBAT AFTER ACTION RFl'ORT -(Overlay) 

I OPERATION "OOIDRADO" as 
; Ref: Maps: AMSSeries L701, 
, VIETNAM, 1:50,000, . 

. Sheets 6657III 
'. 

¥..APS: AMS Series L 7014, 
VIETNAM, 1:50,000, 

( 
\ 

\ ~5· I ' 
Sheets 66391, 6640II 

\ 

\ ,_and III 
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~ 061015H-Co n~tI inserted 
UJ into LZ, coor 881222-

~ camn.nc~es ",,\ee~.~ '" ~ 
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061430H- Co "H 
coord 8972lJl to LZ-~~ 
009218 061500H Objective 

"\/--/ 

" 

2nd Bn, 5th MariBes 
~hu La1, VietNam . 

~ August 1966 

071800H ~ All remaining 
2nd Bn,5th Marines (-)(. 
extracted from Bbjective 
arrived TAM KY. 2nd Bn 
per meter defense of !SAl T_ 
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TAB B OOMi3AT AFTER A_N REFORT (Overlay) 

OFERlTroN "COLORAOOtt 

6d' an, '5t.h Marinewr 
~ Lai, VietNam 

26 A~gust 1966 

Ref: MapS;A.MS Serles L?01, "VIETNAM, 1:50 ,000.' Sheets 6657:trt 
AMS Series L7014, VIETNAM, 1:50,000, Sheets 6639l:, 664Qn and Ill: 

FHASE II 
,(090720R August 1966 - 111200H August 1966) 

TIME 7ONE: H 

itOS"OH - 2nd Bn l"CT_Rn ... , 

'. and ret 

" 

111200H - All UIrl. ts 2nd Bn. 5th 
Rein} extracted and 

KY - Terndna ting 
ation 

-----.......... --32 
09101OH- Co "Ett secured 

0908SOH -All un~t 

9 3
Co ttH" in LZ coord 

958292 

, 8 

.' \ 
091716H - 2ndBn, 5th Marines ( .. (Rein) 
establiShed def"ensive p'sition p!trol. 
basea"to coord 950295 to 955300 te::3Q4 
to 9"5300 - Co "G" present l.ocati. coord 
9.50290 ' 

90810H - A11 units Co "E" :in LZ 

09080:3R - First. ~e Co "Eft 
in LZcoord 958300 

090905 - F1.rst. ,wave Co "G" airborne 
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~~B::C~>'>~~A~:~~~N ~.(~rl·~?,::~~'-: C~ ~1:5~~~~:!.~~S 
_---2-6-1 gust 1966 

PHASE III 
(1)0600H.Augnst, 1966 - ; 

Ref': Maps: AMS Seri.e.~iL?01~ VIETNAM, 1: 
Sheet.s 6657TII' - '. 

MAPS: AMS Senes' L701.4, VIETNAM, 
it SO ,009, Sheets (6 39I. 6f:IJD,II[T 
66110III 

-1S10JOB - ~ ~ts extracted ~ 
operat.ionaT area now at 'TAM KY. 

; standing bY. tor heli.l:tf't to .,Hi1l. 69 
Cm:.'LA1>Area,coord lt6207:3 •.. " ~ , 

~ • - 1: '" , 

1-5 '1.5.1000H., - Command Group extracted to TAM KY 

14io30~'- Bn CP looated 
coord. 168305 

t:3Q?:),)H' ... All urUts 2/5' 1nt.o LZ, 
commenoing sweep of' objeetivearea 

"'-', ~., 

141453H - 2/5 CP eatabllshed ~ 
~eter defense.- Combat base 

at 17331:3 ,;< 

establi.Shed coord 

--------~----~i 
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